1 John 2:17



- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact, Really, Certainly, or Indeed.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, which means “the world” and refers to Satan’s cosmic system.  This is followed by the third person singular present passive participle from the verb PARAGW, which means “to go out of existence, pass away, disappear, 1 Cor 7:31; passive with the active sense: the darkness is passing away 1 Jn 2:8.”


The present tense is a futuristic present, which is used for a confident assertion about what is going to take place in the future.  The English future (will) can be used in the translation.  The event is looked upon as so certain to occur that it is thought of as already occurring.


The passive voice indicates that Satan’s cosmic system receives the action of passing away.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EPITHUMIA, which means “lust, desire, or craving.”  With this we have the third person possessive genitive from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “its” and referring to the cosmic system.
“In fact, the world [cosmic system] and its lust will pass away,”
- is the mild, adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who” and substantivizes the participle.


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the action as a timeless fact.  The act of doing the will of God is not concerned with the beginning, end, progress, or result; it merely regards the action as either having been done or not having been done.  We either do the will of God or we don’t.  When all is said and done, we have either done the will of God or we have not.


The active voice indicates that certain members of the human race produce the action of doing the will of God.


The participle is circumstantial and substantivized as the subject of the clause.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun THELĒMA, which means “the will.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “of God” in the sense of “God’s will” or the will that belongs to God.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to continue to exist, remain, last, persist, continue to live, Jn 12:34; Heb 7:24; 1 Jn 2:17.”


The present tense is a gnomic or static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the person who does the will of God produces the action of continuing to live forever.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine singular article and the noun AION, which means “for the time, age.”  “The phrase is used of time to come which is also known as eternity: to eternity, eternally, in perpetuity; Jn 6:51, 58; Jn 8:35ab; 12:34; 2 Cor 9:9; 1 Pet 1:25; 1 Jn 2:17; 2 Jn 2.”
  The idea being that the person who does the will of God continues to exist or live forever throughout all of the eternal state.
“but anyone who does the will of God continues to remain forever.”
1 John 2:17 corrected translation
“In fact, the world and its lust will pass away, but anyone who does the will of God continues to remain forever.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, the world [cosmic system] and its lust will pass away,”

a.  John continues with another important fact about Satan’s cosmic system—it is not going to last forever.

b.  There will be a Second Advent of Christ, which will end the current function of the cosmic system in human history.  At the Second Advent Satan and all his demons are imprisoned for the millennial reign of Christ.  There will be no Satan, no demon, and no satanic operational system on the earth during that thousand year period of human history until Satan is released from prison for a short time.  His demons are not released with him, but he brings his system back with him for that short time.

c.  There will be a last judgment, which will end the function of the cosmic system and Satan forever.


d.  During the millennial reign of Christ, Satan and demons will no longer motivate human lust and human desires, but the lust pattern of the sin nature will continue to function.  This is to prove to fallen mankind that His own desires were the cause of man’s rebellion from God and he cannot blame it all on Satan.


e.  Lust will exist in the world until the Lord Jesus Christ replaces every human body with its sin nature with a resurrection body without a sin nature.


f.  Lust will pass away only when there is no human being left in existence without a resurrection body and that will not occur until the end of the millennial reign of Christ after the last judgment.


g.  The evil desires of Satan, his demons, his system, and those enticed by his system are in the process of passing away.  This does not mean that things are gradually getting better.  On the contrary things will continue to deteriorate and get worse until the Second Advent of Christ.  Things will get much better with the millennial reign of Christ, but as His millennial reign continues, the lust pattern of the sin nature will continue to manifest itself and get worse in the lives of unbelievers, which Satan is counting on to start his final revolt against God.  Satan will appeal to the unbelievers’ lust pattern to revolt against the rule of our Lord.


h.  But in the end God will finally do away with Satan, all fallen angels, and all unbelievers, and they can spend eternity in the lake of fire with only one lust—the lust to get out.
2.  “but anyone who does the will of God continues to remain [exist, live] forever.”

a.  In contrast to the fact that the lust pattern of the sin nature is passing away, the person who believes in Christ will keep on living forever.

b.  The subject “anyone” refers to the person who believes in Christ.

c.  The will of God is that we believe in Christ.


(1)  1 Thes 4:3, “For this is the will of God, your sanctification.”  Sanctification is being set apart unto God, which occurs at the moment we believe in Christ.


(2)  1 Tim 1:16, “Nevertheless, for this reason, I received mercy, in order that in me, the foremost sinner, Christ Jesus might demonstrate His whole patience as a prototype to them who are destined to believe in Him for eternal life.”


(3)  1 Jn 5:13, “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.”


(4)  1 Pet 4:2, “For you see, for this reason also it [Christ’s victory] was proclaimed to the dead, in order that on the one hand they [the dead] might be judged as men in the flesh, but on the other hand that they [men still alive on earth] might live in conformity with God because of the Spirit.”

d.  The will of God the Father is that every person believes in Christ for eternal life.


e.  Doing the will of God means first and foremost believing in Christ.


f.  The one, single absolute condition for eternal life or continuing to exist and live forever is to believe in Christ.


g.  Life in resurrection body in the eternal lake of fire in spiritual death and total separation from God is no life at all, which is why it is called “the second death.”

h.  There is only one eternal life and that is the life of those who live with God forever in the eternal state.  This life continues to remain or exist forever.


i.  Only the person who has faith alone in Christ alone receives this eternal life and continues to exist, remain, or abide with God forever.


j.  And the one who believes in Christ will continue to exist or live forever without ever lusting for anything again.  All lust, all evil desires, all covetousness is gone forever in resurrection body in the eternal state.  This is why none of us will ever be unhappy in the eternal state—we will want for nothing and covet nothing someone else has.  This is one of the greatest grace blessing of the resurrection body and eternal state.
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