1 John 2:16



- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “Because” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “all” with the nominative neuter singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “that which” or “the thing which.”  Literally this says “all that which,” but is smoothed out into Modern English as “all that.”  Then we have an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, which means “in the world” and refers to Satan’s cosmic system.
“Because all that [is] in the world,”
- is the appositional nominative from the feminine singular article and noun EPITHUMIA, which means “the lust, desire, or craving.”  With this we have the subjective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun SARX, which means “of the flesh,” which refers to the sin nature, which is genetically formed in every cell of the human body.  Then we have the use of the conjunction KAI twice to separate these nominative subjects.  It functions as a comma does in English, and therefore, will be translated as a comma.  This is followed by the appositional nominative from the feminine singular article and noun EPITHUMIA again meaning “the lust, desire, or craving.”  With this we have the subjective genitive from the masculine plural article and noun OPHTHALMOS, which means “of the eyes.”  Then we have the KAI, used again as a comma plus the appositional nominative from the feminine singular article and noun ALAZONEIA, which means “boasting about one’s possessions; pretension, arrogance in word and deed; ‘boast in arrogance, make arrogant boasts’ Jam 4:16; pride in one’s possessions 1 Jn 2:16.”
  “The ALAZWN is the one who makes more of himself than the reality justifies, ascribing to himself either more and better things than he has, or even what he does not possess at all; who promises what he cannot perform.  In 1 Jn 2:16 this denotes the attitude of the cosmic man who does not ask concerning the will of the Father but tries to make out that he himself may sovereignly decide concerning the shape of his life, whereas in actuality the decision lies with God.”
  This is followed by the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular article and noun BIOS, which means “life and activity associated with it, life; ‘the affairs of everyday life’ 2 Tim 2:4.”
  This phrase refers to “the resources which one has as a means of living—’possessions, property, livelihood.’ ‘but she, as poor as she was, put in all she had—(she gave) all she had to live on’ Mk 12:44; ‘so he divided the property between them’ Lk 15:12; ‘the pride in worldly possessions is not from the Father’ 1 Jn 2:16.”

“the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride in one’s possessions”
- is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”

The present tense is a gnomic or static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and pride in one’s possessions (the arrogant pride of life) produces the action of not being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine and fact.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “from the Father.”  This is followed by the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, which means “from the world” referring to Satan’s cosmic system.  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition that is a present axiomatic fact.


The active voice indicates that the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and pride in one’s possessions (the arrogant pride of life) produces the action of being from the cosmic system.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine and fact.

“is not from the Father but is from the world.”
1 John 2:16 corrected translation
“Because all that [is] in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride in one’s possessions is not from the Father but is from the world.”
Explanation:
1.  “Because all that [is] in the world [Satan’s cosmic system],”

a.  John continues with the reason why we are to stop loving Satan’s cosmic system.  We are to stop loving Satan’s world because all that is in Satan’s world is not from the source of God the Father.

b.  All that is in Satan’s world-system is a part of Satan’s thinking, planning, and desires.

c.  Satan has a system for running the world the way he wants it run.  Satan wants things done his way and only his way.


d.  Satan may not be able to control all that he desires to control, but he does have a grand plan and scheme for what he wants done.


e.  Satan’s plan is based upon his thinking, and his thinking focuses on the individual desires of a person.  This is the explanation given in the next section.


f.  Satan’s system of thinking corrupts everything in life.  Nothing is immune from the total depravity of Satan’s system of arrogance.

g.  Arrogance can corrupt anything and everything in this life.  Regardless of how good, or innocent, or wonderful something may start out as, Satan’s system of sin, good, evil, motivated by arrogance will eventually corrupt and ruin it.


h.  Satan ruins everything he touches, spoils everything in which he is involved, and destroys everything associated with him.


i.  The only protection any creature has from Satan is the protection provided by God, and the greatest protection is Bible doctrine in the soul.

2.  “the lust of the flesh [sin nature], the lust of the eyes [mentality of the soul], the pride in one’s possessions”

a.  John then focuses on three areas of things that are in the world, which corrupt everything in life as a part of Satan’s system.

b.  The first thing is the lust of the flesh.


(1)  The word flesh is used frequently in the New Testament as a reference to the old sin nature.




(a)  Rom 6:19, “(I am using a human illustration (slavery) because of the weakness of your flesh [sin nature]).  Therefore, just as you present your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness resulting in lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness resulting in sanctification.”



(b)  Rom 7:5, “For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions [trends or impulses], which [were] through the Law, were effective in our members, resulting in fruit bearing in the sphere of [spiritual] death.”



(c)  Rom 7:18, “Indeed, I know that there does not reside in me; that is, in my human body, intrinsic good; for the resolve is present in me, but the honorable accomplishment—No!”



(d)  Rom 7:25, “Gratitude belongs to God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  So then on the one hand with my mind, I myself serve the law of God, but on the other hand with my flesh the law of the sin nature.”



(e)  Rom 8:3-9, “For what was impossible for the Law, because it was weak because of the flesh, God [the Father] judged the sin nature in the flesh, by having sent His own Son in the likeness of the flesh consisting of the sin nature [as true humanity] and for a sin-offering, in order that the legal requirement of the Law might be fulfilled by us, who keep walking, not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.  For those [believers] who are (walking) in accordance with the flesh [old sin nature] keep thinking about the things [sin, good, evil] of the flesh, but those [believers] who are (walking) in accordance with the Spirit [filling of Holy Spirit] keep thinking about the things [doctrines] of the Spirit.  Consequently the thought pattern of the flesh is death [the sin unto death], but the thought pattern of the Spirit is life and prosperity, because the thought pattern of the flesh is hostile toward God; for it is not subordinate to the policy of God, because it is not able [to be subordinate].  Moreover those who are under the authority of the flesh are not able to please God.  However you are not under the authority of the flesh [the sin nature] but under the authority of the Spirit, since after all the Spirit of God dwells in you.  But if anyone does not have the Spirit from Christ [unbeliever], this person does not belong to Him.”


(2)  The lust of the sin nature refers to the lust pattern of the sin nature, which is different in everyone.  Everyone has something different for which they lust.  And once one thing in the lust pattern is satisfied, then the sin nature desires something else.  There is no end to the desires of the sin nature.


(3)  The more a person sins in a particular area, the more the sin nature lusts for the continuation of that kind of sin.



(4)  So the first system of satanic corruption is the desires of the physical body.  Satan will corrupt you through the things you desire to please your physical body, such as: sex, drugs, alcohol, or any type of physical stimulation or gratification.

c.  The second thing that is in the world that corrupts everything in life as a part of Satan’s system is the lust of the eyes.


(1)  This is a reference to the lust pattern of the sin nature, which wants things that other people have or things we see that we want and think we have to have or think will make us happy.


(2)  The lust of the eyes deals with external things we covet.  We see something, we want it, and are willing to do anything to have it.



(3)  We might lust for another person, or riches, or power, or any number of things that other people have or are available to make us think more highly of ourselves.



(4)  Our desire for things we see has long been a corrupting influence in the spiritual life of believers.  One of the best examples in the Old Testament was Lot, who lusted for the valley of the five cities, which is now under the Dead Sea.  Another great example is David’s lust for Bathsheba after he saw her taking a bath.


(5)  Satan presents many wonderful, exciting, beautiful, and stimulating things to us, which we behold and then think we cannot live without.  This is the corrupting influence of the mentality of the soul under the degeneracy of satanic thought.  Where did we get the idea that we could not live without something we saw?  That thought is a function of demon influence from Satan’s cosmic system.



(6)  Our inordinate desire for things we see and then covet destroys our spiritual focus of depending upon the grace of God.  Not everything we see and want is necessarily good for us, just as every piece of candy a five year old sees and wants is not necessarily good for them.


d.  The third thing that is in the world that corrupts everything in life as a part of Satan’s system is the pride in one’s possessions.



(1)  Almost all advertising caters to this lust pattern of the sin nature.



(2)  People under the influence of the sin nature want to have things, in order to think of themselves more highly than they really are.



(3)  People want a bigger truck, a faster car, a more luxurious car, a more dependable car, a nicer home, a bigger home, the best sports team, etc. ad nauseam (Latin = to a sickening degree).



(4)  Satan wants you to have things, lots of things, the bigger, and brighter, and best of things, so that you will feel so proud of yourself you will fall into arrogance.



(5)  Once you have coveted, and do whatever it takes to attain what you covet, now you develop great pride in your attainments, possessions, and accomplishments.  This plays right into Satan’s hand and accomplishes exactly what he wants.  You have become arrogant about all you have accomplished in life, just as he became arrogant about who and what he was in eternity past prior to his fall.
3.  “is not from the Father but is from the [world] cosmic system.”

a.  Then John makes his point.  None of these things are a part of God the Father’s plan, will, or purpose for our life.

b.  The lust of the sin nature is not from God the Father.

c.  The arrogance of a human or any creature does not originate with God the Father.


d.  These things come from the volition of the soul, whether motivated by Satan, his demons, or the person themselves.


e.  Lust, desire, inordinate cravings, and the arrogance they produce have never originated with God, but have originated with Satan and have been incorporated into every facet of his system of opposition to God.


f.  Satan taught the woman in the Garden how to lust.  The woman taught her husband how to lust.  That desire to lust and covet things we want, things we see, things that others have, so that we can think more highly of ourselves than we ought have continued ever since the fall of man.


g.  This lust pattern of the sin nature is passed on genetically from one generation to the next, and is getting worse with each succeeding generation.


h.  All that is a part of Satan’s cosmic system is not from the source of God, it is from the source of Satan.  We are commanded not to love the cosmic system, because inordinate desire, inordinate ambition, inordinate lust, all covetousness, and all arrogance are a part of that system.

i.  We cannot love God and love all that Satan has to offer within his system.


j.  We cannot love God and lust for things.


k.  We cannot love God and covet what others have or what we could possibly have.


l.  We cannot love God and become puffed up with arrogance about our possessions, attainments, or accomplishments.


m.  We cannot love God while we have eyes on people, eyes on things, or eyes on self.


n.  We can only love God by desiring to remain influenced by the Spirit, desiring to learn and apply the word of God, and by being occupied with Christ.  Satan’s system and plan is designed to do everything possible to distract us from this love for God.
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