1 John 2:15



- is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active imperative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “(1) to love; (2) to have high esteem for or satisfaction with something: take pleasure in.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and is commanded to stop immediately.  “With the present, the force generally is to command the action as an ongoing process.”


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are to produce the action, especially those in reversionism, perpetual carnality, and Christian degeneracy.


The imperative mood with the negative MĒ is an imperative of prohibition, which is a command to stop an action already in progress.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “the world” and referring to the system Satan has designed for the control of his kingdom.  
“Stop loving the world [cosmic system]”
- is the negative coordinating conjunction MĒDE, which means “and not, but not, nor continuing a preceding negation.”
  Here it means nor, but in English with a previous negative command, we would say “or.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, meaning “the things.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, which means “in the world.”
“or the things in the world [cosmic system.]”
- is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if and it may or may not occur or be true.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, which means “anyone.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love.”

The present tense is a progressive present for an action that continues in the present.

The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject ‘anyone’ produces the action of loving.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, used with the indefinite particle EAN to indicate the contingency of human volition.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, which means “the world” and again refers to Satan’s cosmic system.

“If anyone keeps loving the world [cosmic system],”
- is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic and gnomic present for an absolute, timeless fact that never changes throughout human history until the millennial reign of Christ.

The active voice indicates that the subject, the love of the Father, produces the action of not being in him.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and doctrine.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, which means “the love.”  This is followed by the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, which means “the love which we have for the Father.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in him” and referring to the Church Age believer.

“the love for the Father is not in him.”
1 John 2:15 corrected translation
“Stop loving the world [Satan’s cosmic system] or the things in the world.  If anyone keeps loving the world, the love for the Father is not in him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Stop loving the world [Satan’s cosmic system]”

a.  John now turns his attention from believers who are positive to the teaching of the word of God to those who are not.


b.  John gives a command to the Church in general, but it is aimed specifically at those who love darkness rather than light.  Jn 3:19, “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.”  What is true of the unbeliever is equally true for the believer out of fellowship with God.

c.  This is not a command to stop loving the beautiful and wonderful world that our Lord created with all of its flora and fauna.  Instead the world KOSMOS refers to the orderly system of control that Satan has put into place to rule his kingdom.


(1)  Satan’s system includes the use of sin to control others, such as: the threat of violence, the use of violence, revenge, hatred, anger, creating a public lie about someone, etc.



(2)  Satan’s system includes the use of human good to get others to accept satanic concepts, such as: the greatest good for the greatest number, while violating divine establishment principles, such as: free will, private property, and free enterprise.



(3)  Satan’s system includes the use of evil to get others to follow satanic concepts, ideas, and doctrines.  These false doctrines of evil are taught by false teachers through the systems of religion, education, mass media, and demon influence.

d.  Christians must have nothing to do with Satan’s system of sin and opposition to God through human good and evil.  Instead of desiring it, one is to keep oneself pure from the world, Jam 1:27

e.  When Christians take such an attitude and reject sin, human good, and evil, they are naturally hated by the world.



(1)  Jn 15:18-19, “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.”


(2)  Jn 17:14a, “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”


(3)  1 Jn 3:13, “Do not be surprised, brethren, if the world hates you.”

f.  They are hated as their Lord was hated:



(1)  Jn 7:5-7, “For not even His brothers were believing in Him.  So Jesus said to them, ‘My time is not yet here, but your time is always opportune.  The world cannot hate you [because they were still unbelievers], but it hates Me because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil.’”


(2)  Jn 15:18, “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.”


(3)  Jn 1:10, “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.”


(4)  Jn 14:17, “that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.”


(5)  Jn 16:20, “Truly, truly, I say to you, that you will weep and lament [after the death of the Lord], but the world will rejoice; you will grieve, but your grief will be turned into joy [because of His resurrection].”

g.  The world, and everything that belongs to it, appears as that which is hostile to God, i.e., lost in sin, wholly at odds with anything divine.  The entire world is ruined and depraved.

h.  Paul teaches the same concept in 1 Cor 7:31, “and those who are living in accordance with the cosmic system as if not making full use of [it]; for the manner in which this world works is passing away.”
2.  “or the things in the world [cosmic system.]”

a.  This statement refers to Satan’s cosmic system.


(1)  God commands us to love one another.  Each of us is a ‘thing in the world’ and we cannot stop loving one another without violating God’s command to love one another.



(2)  God does not command husbands to love their wives as Christ loved the Church on the one hand, and then turn around and command us to stop loving our wife, which is ‘a thing in the world.’


(3)  Bible doctrine is something “in the world,” which we are commanded to keep loving.


b.  “The things in the world” refer to those things which are a part of Satan’s cosmic system, not to those things which are a part of God’s blessings in time and logistical grace support.

c.  How can God command the believer to stop loving the logistical grace support or the blessings for time, which God provides for us while we are in the world?  He does not.


d.  We are commanded to not love the sinful and evil way the world works.


(1)  We are not to love human academic speculation, such as philosophy, sociology, psychology, or any other human systems of thinking, which are manipulated by Satan to control others.  There is nothing wrong with studying these things, but we must never come to the point of believing that they are the “be-all and end-all” of our existence.


(2)  We are not to love human success, achievement, approbation, or recognition.  These are all part of Satan’s reward system for those fully engaged in his system.



(3)  We are not to love power, control, manipulation, playing games with the lives of others, or any such thing, which is how Satan uses others to control what he wants.



(4)  We are not to love anything this world has to offer by way of distraction from the plan, will, and purpose of God for our lives.  Satan offers a world full of distraction from God’s will, plan, and purpose for our lives, and we are not to allow anything from this world to keep us from fulfilling what God wants.
3.  “If anyone keeps loving the world [cosmic system],”

a.  John continues with another of his third class conditional sentences, which indicates that the believer’s volition is very much involved in the execution of the spiritual life after salvation.

b.  The subject “anyone” refers to believers only, not to unbelievers.

c.  The “world” refers to Satan’s system of distraction and pseudo happiness for anyone willing to follow him.


d.  Loving the world refers to:



(1)  accepting Satan’s offers of temptation to sin,



(2)  believing that human good is the way to please God,



(3)  calling things which violate the will of God ‘good’,



(4)  rejecting the laws of divine establishment (volition, marriage, family and nationalism),



(5)  being distracted from the will of God by the sins, entertainment, and the ‘higher purposes of God’ (where Satan presents himself as ‘God’ in religion).


e.  The point of this third class condition is that there are believers who reject the spiritual life and the word of God and accept the plan of Satan for their lives.  They love the world and all the things this world has to offer them, and care nothing for what God has to offer them.

f.  But there are also those believers who do not love this world.  They just want to learn the word of God, apply it correctly, and glorify God the Father and God the Son.  They want nothing to do with Satan’s cosmic system.

4.  “the love for the Father is not in him.”

a.  This phrase is one of the most important phrases in the word of God, because it tells us the most important purpose we have in this life—our love for the Father.

b.  The greatest thing we can accomplish in the spiritual life is to have the love for the Father in us.

c.  Love for God the Father is defined by John in 1 Jn 4:19, “We love, because He first loved us.”

d.  The plan of God the Father is for us to understand His love for us, with the result that we appreciate His love and reciprocate with personal love for Him.

e.  The purpose of sending God the Holy Spirit to be our mentor is to teach us everything we need to know to develop this love for the Father.


f.  All the commands to grow spiritually, to learn God’s Word, and to execute the spiritual life are rooted in our love for the Father.


g.  All the commands to love one another cannot be executed without first having the motivation of love for the Father.


h.  Love for the Father must be in us for the execution of the spiritual life.


i.  Love for the Father must be in us, in order for us to glorify God.


j.  John presents the tragedy of the spiritual life here: there are those believers who do not and will never have the love of the Father in them.  These believers are living the reverse spiritual life.  They are in reverse and going backwards as fast as their negative volition will take them.  We can call these believers “reversionists.”

k.  The believer without love for the Father lives in a state of perpetual carnality, for daily he violates the command to “love the Lord your God with all your heart…”

l.  The believer without love for the Father lives in a state of distraction from God’s plan for his life.

m.  The believer without love for the Father lives in a state of degeneracy, losing capacity for love with each passing day.


n.  This believer is truly a loser, for in spite of the Father’s great love for him, he loses out on the opportunity to return God’s love and enjoy the greatest relationship a person can ever have on earth.


o.  God’s love for the believer is the one thing that Satan has never been able to counterfeit.  And the believer’s love for the Father is one thing that cannot be counterfeited by anyone.  You either have it from Bible doctrine in your soul or you don’t.  This is why John dogmatically says, “the love for the Father is not in him.”
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