1 John 2:13



- is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that John is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple fact of reality.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the vocative from the masculine plural noun PATĒR, which means “fathers,” and refers to mature believers.
“I am writing you, fathers [mature believers],”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “because.”  Then we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to have come to the knowledge of, have come to know, know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect which emphasizes the existing fact as a result of a past, completed process of learning doctrine.


The active voice indicates that the mature believer has produced the action in the past with the result that he continues to know eternal God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article used as a relative pronoun.  We have the ellipsis of the verb EIMI used as part of an articular substantival participle, meaning “the one who [was].”  Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from feminine singular noun ARCHĒ, which means “from the beginning.”
“because you know the One [Jesus Christ] who [was] from the beginning.”
- is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “I am writing.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that John is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple fact of reality.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the vocative from the masculine plural noun NEANISKOS, which means “a relatively young man, youth, young man Mt 19:20, 22; Mk 14:51; 16:5; Lk 7:14; Acts 2:17; 23:18, 22; 1 Jn 2:13f.”
  This is a reference to believers who have learned doctrine and moved beyond being baby or new believers in Christ.
“I am writing to you, young men [advancing believers],”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “because.”  Then we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb NIKAW, which means “to vanquish, overcome.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the results of a past, completed process.

The active voice indicates that these mature believers have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and adjective PONĒROS, used as a substantive and meaning “the evil one” referring to Satan.
“because you have overcome the evil one [Satan and his cosmic system].”
The New American Standard Version places the statement “I have written to you, children, because you know the Father” in verse 13, but it is not found in any manuscript in verse 13.  However, it is the first statement in verse 14.
1 John 2:13 corrected translation
“I am writing you, fathers [mature believers], because you know the One who [was] from the beginning.  I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one [Satan and his cosmic system].”
Explanation:
1.  “I am writing you, fathers [mature believers],”

a.  John continues with his purpose for writing to mature believers.

b.  The word ‘fathers’ is used for someone who is the spiritual leader of the family.

c.  The father is the one responsible for spiritual advance and spiritual guidance to the rest of his family.


d.  Therefore, the word ‘father’ is used by John as a metaphor or metonymy for a believer in spiritual maturity. 

2.  “because you know the One who [was] from the beginning.”

a.  John’s reason for writing to mature believers is because they have learned the word of God and now understand who and what God is, His plan for the human race, and their relationship to that plan.

b.  The phrase ‘from the beginning’ refers to the beginning of human history.  It does not refer to eternity past, since John would have used the phrase EN ARCHĒ, which he used in Jn 1:1, to express that concept.

c.  The One who was from the beginning of human history is the Lord Jesus Christ, who pre-existed human history and created human history.


d.  Therefore, John writes to mature believers because they know Jesus Christ is their creator and the One for whom and about Whom human history exists.

e.  One of the greatest reasons for the existence of human history is the revelation of Jesus Christ as God.


f.  Mature believers have an intimate relation with the person of Christ and John is writing to them in order to sustain that relationship through the teaching of Bible doctrine.


g.  These mature believers know Christ now and want to continue to know Him in the future.  The only way to do this is via the teaching of the word of God from a communicator of God’s Word. 

3.  “I am writing to you, young men,”

a.  John continues with his reason for writing to advancing believers.

b.  The ‘young men’ are those who are no longer new believers, who haven’t had enough time to learn any doctrine, nor are they highly experienced believers, who have learned a great deal of doctrine and have been able to apply it for many years.

c.  These believers are beyond being spiritual babies.  They are beginning to learn and apply the advanced doctrines that will help them get through testing and reach spiritual maturity.


d.  These young men and young women are the spiritual leaders of the future.  They need accurate, consistent Bible teaching for their continued spiritual advance to spiritual maturity.

4.  “because you have overcome the evil one [Satan and his cosmic system].”

a.  The reason John writes to these advancing believers is because they have made the decision to reject Satan’s cosmic system and live in the light of God’s system of love.

b.  Victory over the cosmic system is rejection of the offer of Satan to have everything this world has to offer.

c.  This was the same decision Moses faced as a young man and crown prince of Egypt, Heb 11:24, “By means of doctrine Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.”

d.  Overcoming Satan means rejecting human good as the solution to problems in life.

e.  Overcoming Satan means rejecting evil as the solution to problems in life.


f.  Overcoming Satan means total dependence upon the grace of God as the means of executing the spiritual life, which is testimony against Satan.


g.  Overcoming Satan is one of the key objectives of the spiritual life.  It requires:



(1)  Making the decision that the word of God is more important than anything in life.



(2)  Making the decision to remain in fellowship with God and recover from being out of fellowship with God through sin as quickly and as often as necessary.



(3)  Making the decision to learn and use God’s spiritual problem solving devices instead of our own or Satan’s solutions to problems.



(4)  Making the decision to live our life on God’s agenda rather than our own agenda.


(5)  Making the decision to learn about and love God personally rather than be pre-occupied with ourselves and what we want.



(6)  Making the decision to treat others with the unconditional love of virtue, honor, respect, consideration, thoughtfulness, kindness and integrity regardless of how we are treated by them.



(7)  Being wise in the ways of the world, seeing its lies and deception for what it really is—distraction from the plan and will of God for our life.


h.  John keeps on writing (that is, teaching) these believers with doctrine from the word of God, in order that they may keep on advancing in God’s plan and God’s system of love, and thereby reject Satan and all he and his system has to offer.
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