1 John 1:8



- is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if and it may or not happen.”  Then we have the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb EIPON, which means “to say, allege, contend.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action as an undefined fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that any Church Age believer could potentially produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive and used with EAN to form the protasis of the conditional sentence.  This can also be regarded as a fifth class condition.  “The fifth class offers a condition the fulfillment of which is realized in the present time.  This condition is known as the present general condition.  For the most part this condition is a simple condition;  that is, the speaker gives no indication about the likelihood of its fulfillment.  His presentation is neutral: ‘If A, then B’.  Because of the broad range of the third class condition and the undefined nature of the fifth class, many conditional clauses are open to interpretation.  But for the most part, the present general condition addresses a generic situation in the present time (broadly speaking), while the more probable future addresses a specific situation in the future time.”


This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of communication to indicate the content of that communication.  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, which means “sin” and can refer to both personal sins as in the use of HAMARTIA in the previous verse in the singular to refer to personal sins.  This can also refer to the sin nature, which is how Paul uses the word HAMARTIA in the singular throughout the letter to the Romans, with which John was certainly familiar.  Then we have the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” with the first person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the degenerate believers and false teachers, who have left the churches of Asia Minor and rejected John’s authority and teaching as an apostle produce the action of alleging either that they no longer have a sin nature and/or that they are no longer committing personal sins.

The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what these apostate Christians are contending and alleging.

“If we say that we do not have sin [a sin nature or personal sins],”
- is the accusative direct object from the first person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “ourselves.”  With this we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb PLANAW, which means “mislead, deceive someone Jn 7:12; 1 Jn 2:26; 3:7; Rev 2:20; 12:9; 13:14; 19:20; 20:3, 8, 10; deceive oneself 1 Jn 1:8.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the believer who alleges they have no sin nature or are no longer committing personal sins produces the action of deceiving themselves.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “the truth.”  This is followed by the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the state or condition as an absolute fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the truth produces the action of not being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “in us.”
“we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”
1 John 1:8 corrected translation
“If we say that we do not have sin [a sin nature or personal sins], we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”
Explanation:
1.  “If we say that we do not have sin [a sin nature or personal sins],”

a.  John continues with a general present condition, which is also hypothetical, but based in reality on the false doctrine of the pre-Gnostic false teachers and believers from his churches who have departed to follow them.

b.  These false teachers were saying that they no longer had a sin nature after salvation or that the sin nature didn’t not matter because it was part of the physical body.

c.  These false teachers were also teaching that because of ‘salvation’ they were able now to live a life free from any personal sin.


d.  Their heresy ignored two things:



(1)  The fact that we still have a sin nature after salvation, and



(2)  The fact that we still commit personal sins after salvation.


e.  John uses the teaching of this false doctrine as the basis for teaching the true doctrine of the problem of post salvation sin and how to deal with it.


f.  John uses the same dogmatic language as these false teachers and apostate Christians.  The negative adverb OUK is an absolute, dogmatic declaration that they do not have any kind of sin.  They don’t have a sin nature, the imputation of Adam’s original sin, or any personal sin.


g.  These degenerate Christians are dogmatically proclaiming that they have attained a state of sinless perfection.


h.  “The New Testament uses HAMARTIA to denote the determination of human nature in hostility to God, especially in John.”
  “That is, we have no personal guilt, no principle of sin. This some of the Gnostics held, since matter was evil, and the soul was not contaminated by the sinful flesh, a thin delusion with which so-called Christian scientists delude themselves today.”

2.  “we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”

a.  The result of their delusion is twofold.



(1)  These believers were deceiving themselves.


(2)  They had no Bible doctrine circulating in their stream of consciousness.


b.  Anyone who thinks they do not sin deceives themselves.

c.  The Scriptures clearly give examples of believers who sinned after salvation.



(1)  Abraham, when he lied to Pharaoh about Sarah being his wife.



(2)  Moses, when he disobeyed God and struck the rock.



(3)  David, when he committed adultery and murder.



(4)  Peter, when he denied knowing the Lord.



(5)  James and John, when they argued over who would be greatest in the kingdom of heaven.


(6)  Paul, when he went to Jerusalem a fifth time while constantly being told by the Spirit not to do so.


d.  Believers are commanded not to deceive themselves or allow themselves to be deceived by others.



(1)  1 Cor 3:18, “A person must stop continuing to deceive himself.  If anyone thinks that he is wise among you in this age, and he does, he must begin to become foolish [believing that he has no spiritual understanding], in order that he might begin to become wise.”


(2)  1 Cor 6:9b-10, “Stop being deceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals who act like females, nor homosexuals who act like males, nor thieves, nor covetous people, nor drunkards, nor verbally abusive people, nor criminally greedy people will inherit the kingdom of God.”


(3)  1 Cor 15:33, “Stop being deceived: ‘evil associations destroy good habits’.”


(4)  Gal 6:7, “Stop being deceived, God is never mocked.  For whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”


(5)  Eph 5:6, “Let no one deceive you with empty words; for because of these things [sins of degeneracy], the wrath of God is coming on the sons of disbelief [unbelievers].”


(6)  2 Thes 2:3a, “Do not let anyone deceive you in any way,”


(7)  Jam 1:16, “Stop being deceived, my beloved brethren.”

e.  The sin nature itself is responsible for deceiving us, Rom 7:11, “For the sin nature… deceived me.”

f.  Satan can deceive us, 1 Tim 2:14, “In addition Adam was not deceived, but, although the woman had been deceived, she came into the state of transgression.”

g.  We are deceived by others.



(1)  Rom 16:18, “For such [believers] do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own emotion, and by their smooth, false eloquence and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”


(2)  2 Cor 11:3, “However I am afraid that perhaps, as the serpent deceived Eve with his crafty dishonesty, your minds might be led astray from the sincere devotion and purity, which [exists] because of Christ.”


(3)  Col 2:4, “I am saying this in order that no one deceives you by persuasive speech.”


(4)  2 Tim 3:13-14, “But evil men and deceivers of others will advance to more severity, deceiving and being deceived.  You, however, continue abiding in the things which you have learned and have become convinced and confident, because you know from whom [Holy Spirit and Paul] you have learned.”


(5)  Tit 1:10-11, “For many are disobedient-rebellious, those who have nothing to say and deceivers, especially those who [are] out from the circumcision, who it is necessary to silence, who are the kind that destroy entire families, teaching things which are not necessary for the sake of dishonest profit.”

g.  Another cause for self-deception is arrogance, Gal 6:3, “For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”

h.  Self-deception is one of the three arrogance skills.


i.  Those who say they have no sin do not have the truth in them.



(1)  The ‘truth’ is a reference to the word of God; that is, the correct doctrinal teaching of the New Testament.



(2)  The New Testament clearly teaches that we have a sin nature and do sin after salvation.




(a)  The story of Anaias and Sapphira demonstrates this, Acts 5:1ff.




(b)  The commands to ‘grieve not the Spirit’, ‘squelch not the Spirit’, and ‘be filled with the Spirit’ all point to the fact that we sin against God the Holy Spirit.




(c)  The fact that all men have a sin nature is taught in:




i.  Rom 3:9-12, “What, then, are we to conclude?  Do we possess anything to shield us (from the justice of God)?  Not at all!  For we have already charged both the Jews and the Greeks that all are under the power of the sin nature.  Just as it stands written, ‘There is not a righteous person, not even anyone.’  There is not one who comprehends; there is not one who diligently searches for the God.  All [unbelievers] have turned aside [into unrighteousness].  At the same time they have become depraved.  There is not one who does what is right.  There is not as much as a single person.”




ii.  Rom 3:23, “Because all have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God.”



(d)  The context which follows shows that John firmly believed that we do sin after salvation, 1 Jn 1:9-2:2, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.”


(3)  These believers have gone negative to the teaching of Bible doctrine.  They have rejected the fact that the Scriptures teach that we sin after salvation.  Having rejected the word of God, they cannot help but deceive themselves and distort the truth.


(4)  There is no truth of God’s Word circulating in their souls, because they have rejected the truth being taught by God’s communicators (John, the New Testament epistles, and their pastor-teachers).


j.  When the truth of God’s Word is not in us, we have no protection against deception from Satan, false doctrine, or ourselves.

k.  We will lie to ourselves and continue to tell ourselves that we are still in fellowship with God, when in fact we are not.  There is only one solution to the problem—the recovery procedure taught in the next verse.
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