1 John 1:2



- is the focusing use of the conjunction KAI, which is used to add something to the discussion and, at the same time, to highlight it.  There are two functions of KAI which do this: the ascensive use, which is translated “even” and the adjunctive use, which is translated “also.”  Here we have the adjunctive use.  Then we have the nominative feminine singular subject from the monadic use of the article, indicating something that is unique or one of a kind and the noun ZWĒ, which means “life” and refers to the eternal life of God.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb PHANEROW, which means “to be revealed.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the eternal life of Jesus Christ received the action of being revealed during His incarnation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“also the life was revealed;”
- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact” followed by the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see: we have seen.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the disciples and others produced the action of seeing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the coordinating use of the conjunction KAI…KAI, meaning “both…and.”  With this we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb MARTUREW, which means “to bear witness, to testify, to declare.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that John and other eyewitnesses of the life of Jesus Christ have and are continuing to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the first person plural present active indicative from the verb APAGGELLW, which means “to make known publicly, to proclaim.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that John and other eyewitnesses of the life of Jesus Christ have and are continuing to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “that” and referring back to  mentioned previously, and noun ZWĒ, meaning “life” with the predicate use of the feminine singular article and adjective AIWNIOS, which means “eternal.”
“in fact we have both seen and testified and proclaimed to you that eternal life,”
- is the appositional or explanatory nominative from the feminine singular qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, which is used “to emphasize a characteristic quality, by which a preceding statement is to be confirmed who (to be sure, by his very nature), in so far as, indeed, who certainly, the kind who Jn 8:53; who, to be sure, have not learned Rev 2:24.”
  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what was actually taking place at some point in the past (that is, prior to the Incarnation of Christ).


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ kept on producing the action in eternity past and throughout human history up to the point of His incarnation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “with the Father” and referring to God the Father.
“the very One Who was with the Father”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb PHANEROW, which means “to be revealed.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the eternal life of Jesus Christ received the action of being revealed during His incarnation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative of indirect object, which is almost a dative of advantage here, from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us.”
“and was revealed to us—”
1 John 1:2 corrected translation
“also the life was revealed; in fact we have both seen and testified and proclaimed to you that eternal life, the very One Who was with the Father and was revealed to us—”
Explanation:
1.  “also the life was revealed;”

a.  John uses a figure of speech here called Epicrisis.  It is a short sentence added at the end by way of an additional conclusion, other and more than has been already stated: not necessary to the sense of it, but as showing that there is something more and something deeper than what lies on the surface.
  The sentence reads: What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and our hands have touched about the Living Word—also the life was revealed; in fact we have both seen and testified and proclaimed to you that eternal life, the very One Who was with the Father and was revealed to us—”

b.  The life mentioned here by John is the eternal life of Christ in His deity.  This same life is mentioned by John in 1 Jn 5:20, “And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.”  ‘The life’ is a reference to the eternal life in the deity of Christ.

c.  This eternal life in the deity of Christ was also given by God the Father to the humanity of Christ, Jn 5:26, “For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself.”  This is a reference to the eternal life given to the humanity of Christ in resurrection.

d. This is the same eternal life that is given to every member of the human race who believes in Christ:



(1)  1 Jn 5:11, “And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”


(2)  Jn 11:25, “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies.’”

e.  The humanity of Jesus Christ also had a very unique spiritual life to complement His eternal life, Jn 1:4, “In Him was life [eternal life], and the [spiritual] life was the Light of men.”

f.  This spiritual life is the same spiritual life the believer lives in union with Christ, Col 3:4, “When Christ, your life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”

g.  Therefore, there are three “life’s” that John teaches in his writings:



(1)  The eternal life of the deity of Christ.



(2)  The eternal life of the humanity of Christ.



(3)  The spiritual life of the humanity of Christ.


h.  All three of these ‘life’s’ were revealed by the incarnation of Christ.



(1)  The fact that the eternal life of Christ was revealed by the incarnation is the subject of this verse and is what John directly declares in his next statement: in fact we have both seen and testified and proclaimed to you that eternal life.



(2)  The eternal life of the humanity of Christ was revealed by the resurrection of Christ from the dead.


(3)  The spiritual life of the humanity of Christ was revealed throughout the thirty-three years of His incarnation, but especially during His earthly ministry.

i.  Not only was the Living word of God revealed in hypostatic union with true humanity, but also the eternal life of the Living word of God was revealed.


j.  John is testifying to the fact that he and many others not only saw God in the flesh but also saw the eternal life of God manifest in a true human being.  This was absolutely unique.

2.  “in fact we have both seen and testified and proclaimed to you that eternal life,”

a.  John continues with an emphatic declaration that he and others were eyewitnesses of the eternal life of God within the incarnate person of Jesus Christ.

b.  Not only did John and others see the manifestation of this eternal life, but they have testified and proclaimed it to others their whole life, especially those in the Gentile churches of the province of Asia to whom John, Paul, Timothy, Luke, Titus, Apollos, and others had ministered.

c.  Peter, James, and John were eyewitnesses of the eternal life of Christ at His transfiguration, Mt 17.


d.  All the disciples were eyewitnesses of the eternal life of Christ in His resurrection appearances.


e.  Paul was an eyewitness of the eternal life of Christ after His resurrection.


f.  The whole purpose of the ministry of the apostles was to proclaim the eternal life of Jesus Christ, and the availability of that eternal life to anyone who would believe in Him.

3.  “the very One Who was with the Father”

a.  Then John defines Jesus Christ, the Living Word, the One with eternal life, as the very Person who kept on existing with God the Father in eternity past and continued to do so up to the point of His Incarnation.

b.  Even during the Incarnation, the deity of Christ is still omnipresent and therefore, always in the presence of God the Father.

c.  However, because of the doctrine of kenosis, our Lord had to give up the independent use of His divine attributes during His incarnation, so that the omnipresence of His deity could not benefit Him in any way.


d.  Therefore, this statement emphasizes the fact of Jesus Christ as deity being eternally alive with God the Father prior to the Incarnation.


e.  John is clearly defining Jesus Christ as eternal God, and as someone who pre-existed His manifestation as humanity on earth.


f.  John is combating the docetic heresy that the deity of Christ descended upon the human person Jesus at His baptism.  John is stating that the person of Jesus Christ always existed in eternity past with God the Father, and became manifest as the God-man on earth.  John does not mention here that this began at our Lord’s physical birth, but that is clearly taught in Heb 10:5-10.


g.  This statement dogmatically declares that Jesus Christ was with God the Father prior to His incarnation.   This statement is, therefore, the definitive statement of the pre-existence of the deity of Christ prior to His incarnation.
4.  “and was revealed to us—”

a.  Having always existed with God the Father in eternity past, John continues by declaring that the eternal person of Jesus Christ was revealed to mankind in His incarnation.

b.  This entire statement by John is one of the definitive statements in Scripture of the Incarnation of the Son of God.

c.  Man could not have discovered Jesus Christ as the eternal person of the Son of God on his own.  This fact had to be revealed to John and others.  That revelation was the work of God the Holy Spirit, who reveals God to man.  Mt 16:16-17, Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’  And Jesus said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.’”

d.  So John makes two powerful statements here:



(1)  The person of Jesus Christ as God was revealed to mankind.



(2)  The eternal life of Jesus Christ as the God-man was revealed to mankind.


e.  John declares to us that the person and eternal life of God incarnate as a true human being has been revealed and that he and others were eyewitnesses of these facts and have continued to proclaim them as he is doing now.
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