1 Corinthians 9:7




- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “Who” plus the third person singular present middle indicative from the verb STRATEUW, which means “to serve in the military.”


The present tense is a customary for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The middle voice is a deponent middle, which functions in an active sense, the soldier producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions to which factual information can be given as an answer.

This is followed by the dative of advantage from the neuter plural adjective IDIOS, meaning “one’s own” plus the noun OPHWNION, which means “pay, wages, compensation; expense.”  Then we have the adverb of time POTE, which is used in rhetorical questions expecting a negative answer, meaning “at some time or other of the past once, formerly; ever.”
 
“Who ever serves in the military at his own expense?”

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “Who” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PHUTEUW, which means “to plant.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur, a normal function of life.


The active voice indicates that some people will produce this action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions to which factual information can be given as an answer.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun AMPELWN, which means “a vineyard.”

“Who plants a vineyard…”

- is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KARPOS, which means “fruit or product.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “its.”  Then we have the absolute negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur, a normal function of life.


The active voice indicates that some people will produce this action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions to which factual information can be given as an answer.

“and does not eat its fruit?”
- is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “Or” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb POIMAINW, which means “herd, tend.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that some people will produce this action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions to which factual information can be given as an answer.

This is followed by the cognate accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun POIMNĒ, which means “a flock” and especially used of sheep.

“Or who tends a flock”

 - is the simple connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the neuter singular article and noun GALA, meaning “from the milk.”  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun POIMNĒ, which means “of the flock.”  Finally, we have the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ESTHIW, which means “to eat.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that some people will produce this action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions to which factual information can be given as an answer.

“and does not eat from the milk of the flock?”
1 Cor 9:7 corrected translation
“Who ever serves in the military at his own expense?  Who plants a vineyard and does not eat its fruit?  Or who tends a flock and does not eat from the milk of the flock?”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues making his point by illustrating with three more examples.

2.  “Who ever serves in the military at his own expense?”

a.  The obvious answer is no one does.  The soldier is provided with food, shelter, clothing, and weapons to do his job.


b.  The analogy is that the royal family of God are all soldiers of Christ, Eph 6:12, and we do not serve at our own expense, which is why the Lord provides logistical grace support for each of us.  Each member of the congregation is provided with enough logistical grace support that a portion of that support goes to supporting pastors, evangelists, missionaries, and other believers in need.

c.  Just as a soldier has the right to be paid by the country for which he fights, so the pastor has the right to be paid for the work he does in studying and teaching the word of God.


d.  Anyone who works for the Lord has the right of compensation for the work he does by those who benefit from his work, whether they are seminary professors, pastors, evangelists, or missionaries.
3.  “Who plants a vineyard and does not eat its fruit?”

a.  When a person owns lands, plants of crop, and harvests the crop, he has the right to benefit from the crop.


b.  Just as a farmer has the right to a share in the production of his labor, so anyone who works in a church has the right to just compensation for their labor.  This includes church secretaries, janitors, etc.

c.  Those who provide music in the church probably should not be paid.  That should be the function of their spiritual gift.

4.  “Or who tends a flock and does not eat from the milk of the flock?”


a.  The shepherd, who works tending his flock, has the right to be sustained by the production of those animals.


b.  By analogy the person who works for the Lord has the right to be sustained by those for whom he works.  The congregation is the flock; the pastor is the shepherd; the milk of the flock is analogous to what the congregation earns as income, and the one who tends the eats from that milk shares from their income.
5.  Whether we work for others or work for ourselves, we have the right to just compensation from the production of our labor.  Paul and Barnabas had the right to be supported financially by the churches where they served.  Their work was honorable and compensating them was the right thing to do.

6.  So those who criticized Paul for teaching the word of God for profit were out-of-line.  He had every right to be compensated financially by them, whether he received the compensation or not.  In the case of the Corinthians, he chose not to take anything in compensation.  He had the right to take or not take based upon two factors:

a.  His ability to support himself plus the ability of the congregation to support him, and


b.  The spiritual growth of the congregation, which was reflected in their willingness to support him.  Because the Corinthians were in a state of perpetual carnality, Paul never accepted a dime from them.  They were too spiritually immature to support him.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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