1 Corinthians 9:6




- is the coordinating conjunction Ē, which means “Or.”  “Generally,  often occurs in interrogative sentences to introduce and to add rhetorical questions and to introduce a question which is parallel to a preceding one or supplements it.”
  With this we have the nominative masculine singular subject from the adjective MONOS, which means “only or alone.”  With this we have the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper name BARNABAS.

“Or only I and Barnabas”

- is the strong absolute negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” and expecting an affirmative answer to this rhetorical question.  With this we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EXOUSIA, which means “the right or the authority.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that exists throughout Paul’s spiritual life on earth.


The active voice indicates that Paul and Barnabas produce the action of having certain rights as communicators of the word of God.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered with factual information.

“do…not have the right”

 - is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the present deponent middle/passive infinitive from the verb ERGAZOMAI, which in its intransitive use means “to work, to be active.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and also an aoristic present for a state or condition without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning, Paul and Barnabas producing the action.

The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object.

“to not work?”

1 Cor 9:6 corrected translation
“Or do only I and Barnabas not have the right to not work?”
Explanation:
1.  Apparently only Paul and Barnabas were working on their own in regular jobs to support themselves, while all the other apostles earned their living from teaching the word of God.


a.  There is nothing wrong with earning one’s living from teaching the word of God, as we shall see as this context progresses.


b.  But Paul and Barnabas continued to work as day laborers making tents.


c.  They supported themselves, so that the Corinthians would not have to support them.  Paul did this for a very good reason, which we shall also see in this context.

2.  Why is Barnabas mentioned here?  Didn’t Paul break up with Barnabas?


a.  Profile of Barnabas.



(1)  Barnabas was a Jew from the tribe of Levi, whose Jewish name was Joseph.  He was born on the Island of Cypress, but became a believer in Christ while living in Jerusalem.  Acts 4:36, “Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the apostles (which translated means Son of Encouragement).”



(2)  Barnabas was wealthy, sold part of his land, and donated it to the Jerusalem church, Acts 4:37, “and who owned a tract of land, sold it and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.”



(3)  Barnabas had greater courage as a believer than most of the other believers who feared Paul after Paul’s conversion.  He grabbed Paul and took him to the apostles and introduced Paul to them, Acts 9:26f, “When he [Paul] came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he was a disciple.  But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles and described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus.”



(4)  Barnabas was sent by the Jerusalem church to investigate the great evangelism taking place in Antioch.  When he saw the great success there, he went to Tarsus and grabbed Paul and brought him to Antioch to help establish the church there.  Acts 11:19-26, “So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone.  But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus.  And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord.  The news about them reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to Antioch.  Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord; for he was a virtuous/honorable man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of doctrine.  And considerable numbers were brought to the Lord.   And he left for Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch.  And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.”



(5)  The church at Antioch entrusted Barnabas and Paul with an offering of financial assistance to the destitute believers in Jerusalem because of the great famine, Acts 11:30, “And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders.”



(6)  John Mark, the cousin of Barnabas, joined the team of Barnabas and Paul for the first missionary journey, Acts 12:25, “And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their mission, taking along with them John, who was also called Mark.”  Compare Col 4:10, “Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his greetings; and also Barnabas’ cousin Mark (about whom you received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome him);”



(7)  Barnabas and Paul were commissioned by God the Holy Spirit to go on the first missionary journey, Acts 13:1ff, “Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there  prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’”



(8)  God the Holy Spirit inspiring Luke calls Barnabas an “apostle” along with Paul, Acts 14:14, “But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their robes and rushed out into the crowd, crying out.”



(9)  Barnabas was a witness to the stoning and resuscitation of Paul at Lystra, Acts 14:20, “But while the disciples stood around him, he got up and entered the city.  The next day he went away with Barnabas to Derbe.”



(10)  Barnabas was sent with Paul to represent the church of Antioch at the first Jerusalem council in 50 AD., Acts 15:2, “And when Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue.”  Acts 15:12, “All the people kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they were relating what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.”  Gal 2:1, “Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also.”  Gal 2:9, “and recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so that we might go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.”



(11)  After returning to Antioch, Peter paid a visit to Paul and Barnabas to see how things were going.  When a delegation of Jews from the legalistic party of the church of Jerusalem showed up in Antioch, Peter started separating himself from the Gentile believers.  Even Barnabas joined in this hypocrisy, Gal 2:13, “The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy.”



(12)  After returning to Antioch and teaching doctrine there for some time, Paul wanted to return to the mission field and not take John Mark, who had deserted them at the first sign of trouble on the first missionary journey.  But Barnabas wanted to take John Mark and give him another chance.  They disagreed so sharply that they separated from one another, Acts 15:35-39, “But Paul and Barnabas stayed in Antioch, teaching and preaching with many others also, the word of the Lord.  After some days Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let us return and visit the brethren in every city in which we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.’  Barnabas wanted to take John, called Mark, along with them also.  …And there occurred such a sharp disagreement that they separated from one another, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus.”


b.  Since 1 Corinthians was written just before Easter in 57 AD, and since the Jerusalem council occurred in 50 AD, the split between Paul and Barnabas occurred about 52-53 AD.


c.  Sometime during the period from 53-57 AD, Paul and Barnabas patched up their differences.  Eventually John Mark proved his worth to Paul, so much so that by 62 AD, when Paul wrote his epistle to the Colossians, he recommends John Mark to the Colossians.


d.  Paul and Barnabas were both great believers, who went through people testing with each other.  But eventually they both passed the test and the love of God proved more important to them than their individual differences.


e.  This is why Paul refers to Barnabas in his illustration.

3.  Paul’s critics said that Paul did not have the right and authority to make his living as an apostle, since he was not an apostle.  So Paul answers his critics with a very sarcastic question, authorized by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.


a.  Paul’s critics were saying that because he is not truly an apostle, Paul has no right to make his living from teaching the word of God.  Since he was not making his living from teaching the word of God, this argument is not even worth answering.


b.  Others were saying that Paul does not have the right to be an apostle because he does not make his living from teaching the gospel.


c.  Paul fires back with the argument that he and Barnabas have never asked for any financial support from the Corinthians unlike all the rest of the apostles, who make their living by teaching the word of God.  He and Barnabas never asked for financial support because they were both financially self-sufficient and did not need to burden other believers financially.


d.  Paul has never been a financial burden to any of them.  Does this, therefore, make him not an apostle?  Of course not.  The argument of his critics holds no water.


e.  Did Paul and Barnabas have the right to make their living by teaching the word of God?  Yes, they most certainly did.  And Paul will explain this principle in 1 Cor 9:14, “So also the Lord directed to those who proclaim the gospel, that they obtain a living from the gospel.”  Notice the phrase “the Lord directed.”  This was not Paul’s idea, but the command of the Lord Jesus Christ.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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