1 Corinthians 9:25




- is the transitional use of the postpositive particle DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, everyone.”  With this we have the nominative masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb AGWNIZOMAI, which is used “of an athletic contest, both literally and figuratively, meaning to engage in a contest.  Generally it means to fight, struggle and is used literally of fighting with weapons, Jn 18:36, and figuratively of any struggle, I labor, striving Col 1:29; cf. 1 Tim 4:10.  It is used of wrestling in prayer Col 4:12; 1 Tim 6:12; 2 Tim 4:7.  With an infinitive following, it means to strain every nerve to enter Lk 13:24.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and should be translated “who.”

The present tense is customary present for that which normally occurs when people compete against each other in athletic contests.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—the person who competes producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.
“Now everyone who competes in an athletic contest”
- is the adverbial accusative of reference from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “with reference to all things” plus the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb EGKRATEUOMAI, which means “to control oneself, abstain from something; to exercise self-control.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur in the training of the athletes.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—the athletes produce the action of exercising self-control in all things.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what the athletes must do in order to compete in the games.

“exercises self-control with reference to all things,”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine plural remote demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, which means “Those people.”  With this we have the Attic Greek correlative particle MEN, used with the conjunction DE (coming up in this verse, meaning “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  Then we have the emphatic use of the conjunction OUN, meaning “certainly, really, to be sure.”
   The verb EGKRATEUOMAI, “to control oneself, abstain from something; to exercise self-control” is implied by ellipsis.

“Certainly on the one hand those people exercise self-control”
- is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause, and translated “that.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective PHTHARTOS, which means “perishable” and noun STEPHANOS, which means “crown.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the entirety of the award given to the winner from the standpoint of a fact.


The active voice indicates that the athletes produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“that they might receive a perishable crown,”
 - is the other half of the MEN…DE construction, meaning “but on the other hand.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective APHTHARTOS, which means “imperishable.”  The verb EGKRATEUOMAI, which means “to control oneself, abstain from something; to exercise self-control plus the verb LAMBANO, “to receive,” and the noun STEPHANOS, “crown,” are implied by ellipsis.

“but we [exercise self-control that we might receive] an imperishable [crown].”
1 Cor 9:25 corrected translation
“Now everyone who competes in an athletic contest exercises self-control with reference to all things.  Certainly, on the one hand, those people [exercise self-control] that they might receive a perishable crown, but we [exercise self-control that we might receive] an imperishable [crown].”
Explanation:
1.  “Now everyone who competes in an athletic contest exercises self-control with reference to all things.”

a.  Worship and love for the body in the Greek city-states led to an extreme physical culture.  The Romans inherited the Greek’s love for athletic events and had games everywhere.  The games included boxing, wrestling, and track competition.  The multitude of athletic metaphors in Paul’s epistles implies that Paul had a spectator’s knowledge of the games.

b.  “Striving [to compete] also calls for denial (1 Cor 9:25), the setting aside of provisional ends (1 Cor 9:27).  This is not asceticism but athletic discipline (2 Tim 4:5).  It is not contempt for the world but a right ordering of priorities.”


c.  The analogy of self-discipline related to eternal rewards found in 2 Tim 2:5 is a parallel passage that gives us some additional information about Paul’s thought here, “Now if anyone really competes in the athletic games, he does not receive a winner's crown unless he competes according to the rules.”


(1)  You don't receive a wreath unless you compete according to the rules.  To enter the games, an athlete had to live by a very strict set of rules, which if broken even once disqualified him.



(2)  The professional athletes had to go through a rigorous system of training, which included self-discipline and obedience to authority.



(3)  The ATHLĒTAI was a professional athlete.  No one had more self-discipline than a professional athlete.



(4)  The athlete had to be a citizen (analogous to being a believer).  He entered into the training program of the gymnasium for ten months (analogous to the advance to spiritual adulthood) and was disqualified from competing if he broke any of the rules.




(a)  He had to obey the dietary rules, such are no wine, (analogous to objectivity).




(b)  He had to answer every trumpet call, analogous to the daily intake of Bible doctrine.




(c)  He had to exercise under the exercise master along with all the other athletes in all kinds of weather, analogous to positive volition under one’s right Pastor.




(d)  He could have no contact with anyone outside of the training camp, especially women (analogous to no distractions to taking in doctrine).



(5)  If they made it to the end of the ten month training period, they were considered honored people and were allowed to compete in the games.



(6)  There are rules in your spiritual life and you are not qualified to be a winner unless you recognize the authority of the Holy Spirit as your mentor and follow the rules—what God wants you to do in your spiritual life.


(7)  Every believer has the same equal privilege and opportunity to become a winner in the plan of God, but few believers make it.  Running in such a way that you may win means doing a right thing in a right way.  Self-discipline means you are responsible before the Lord for your own decisions.  God created equality and spiritual freedom, so that there is no excuse for any believer not becoming a winner at the evaluation throne of Christ.

2.  “Certainly, on the one hand, those people [exercise self-control] that they might receive a perishable crown,”

a.  Paul compares the Church Age believer to the athletes training for the Corinthian games.



(1)  He received a crown of ivy leaves, which represented the rewards he would receive when he returned home.  This is analogous to us receiving eternal escrow blessings when we go home to heaven.



(2)  He had a special entrance cut into the wall of his hometown city which he passed through when he returned home.  Then a plaque was put up after the wall was sealed up again.



(3)  He rode in the best chariot through the city in a parade.



(4)  He received a lifetime pass to all future games.



(5)  He received a great amount of money.



(6)  An ode was written to him by a poet.



(7)  A statue of him was put up in the public square.



(8)  His children were fed and educated at public expense.



(9)  He was exempt from all income taxes for life.


b.  Those athletes trained rigorously under a strict system of authority for a long time just to be qualified to compete.


c.  We train all of our spiritual lives and are in the competition whether we like it or not.


d.  Like the Corinthian athletes, we too are under a strict system of authority and discipline—the word of God and the mentorship of God the Holy Spirit.


e.  This strict system of authority is designed to produce self-discipline in the soul of the believer.


f.  The Corinthians virtually gave up their freedom and normal lives that they might win a crown that represented rewards that only lasted for the remainder of their lives—such as freedom from taxation and their children educated at the expense of the State.


g.  Their rewards and glory were fading.  For example, who won the 1988 1500 meters?  Who won the 1980 marathon?  Even our athletes today compete for a perishable crown.

3.  “but we [exercise self-control that we might receive] an imperishable [crown].”

a.  In contrast, we exercise self-control over our spiritual lives that we might advance to spiritual maturity and receive escrow blessings for time and eternity that are imperishable. 


b.  Our rewards are eternal rewards whether they are material rewards like the resurrection body or immaterial rewards like sharing the happiness of God.


c.  Our rewards are eternal because they come from the eternal love of God.


d.  Our rewards are imperishable because they are based on the immutability of God.  Since God cannot change, what He gives us in blessing will not change.  Therefore, anything given to us by the love of God is always right, just, given in grace, based upon His omniscience, and unchangeable.


e.  Receiving eternal rewards and blessings from God demands the exercise of self-control over the lust pattern of the sin nature.  It also demands the faithful use of the recovery procedure of the spiritual life, whenever we do fail.

4.  We have studied three of the imperishable crowns: the crown of righteousness, the crown of life, and the crown of glory.  But the greatest eternal reward for the winner believer is the Order of the Morning Star.


a.  This is the highest decoration awarded to any Church Age believer in Pleroma status.  Rev 2:26. “Furthermore, the winner, even he who keeps My assignments [fulfillment of the protocol plan of God] until the end [of his life], to him I will give authority over the nations.”  Rev 2:28, “Furthermore I will give to him the order of the Morning Star.”

b.  This award is part of a new and eternal order of chivalry, and will be worn by invisible heroes for their ultimate in advance in the spiritual life.  It is for maintenance of spiritual maturity in what may be classified as ultra-supergrace or PLĒROMA status.  Receiving this reward is the highest manifestation of glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ in the Church Age.


c.  With this decoration all winners will wear a special uniform of glory mentioned in Rev 3:4, called “whites.”

d.  The mature believer will be a king over a Gentile nation during the Millennium.  The ‘Bright Morning Star’ as part of our Lord’s third royal title is mentioned specifically in Rev 22:16 and 2 Pet 1:19.


e.  This title was given to our Lord at His ascension and session, and is related to both the strategic and tactical victory of the angelic conflict.  Rev 22:16, “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to declare these things to you for the churches; I am the root [Jesus Christ as eternal God], and the descendent of David [Jesus Christ in Hypostatic Union], the bright morning star [His title for the first and Second Advents].”

f.  In Num 24:17, this title is related to our Lord’s strategic victory.  “I see Him, but not now, I behold Him, but not near.  Behold, a star [Christ as the morning star] shall come forth from Jacob [First Advent], and a scepter shall rise from Israel [Second Advent].”

g.  Mt 2:2 is a reference to the morning star related to the First Advent.


h.  Bible doctrine is related to Christ as the morning star in 2 Pet 1:19, “keep on having a more reliable prophetic doctrine, with reference to which doctrine you perform honorably by habitually concentrating in your hearts on a lamp shining in a dark place until the day dawns, until the Morning Star comes [Second Advent].”

i.  The order of the morning star is named after our Lord’s royal title and is given to believers for their historical impact in the Church Age.  It authorizes the recipient to eat from the tree of life in the paradise of God, located in the New Jerusalem.


j.  There are certain privileges that accompany the order of the morning star.



(1)  The uniform of honor, being invisible and worn in the soul, is exchanged at the judgment seat of Christ for the uniform of glory.  It was first modeled by Jesus Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration.  Mt 17, “and His clothes became white as light.”  The uniform of glory is a monument to right decisions.  The uniform of glory is given as a translucent light, which covers the resurrection body.  Rev 3:4-5, “in fact they will walk with Me in whites.”  The uniform of glory distinguishes the winner believer from the loser believer.



(2)  The Order of the Morning Star includes presentation in the court of heaven during the Tribulation.  Only those on the honors list are presented to God the Father.  The honors list is made up of those believers who make Bible doctrine their highest priority daily.  Rev 3:5, “Thus the winner shall be clothed in white garments and I will never blot out his title [the winner is knighted at the judgment seat of Christ] out of the book of life.  In fact, I will acknowledge his title in the presence of My Father and before His angels [a formal presentation].”


(3)  A new knighthood and eternal order of chivalry belongs to the believer winning this award, Rev 2:17 cf. Col 3:4, 6.  A new order of chivalry includes a new title after your name in the Lamb's Book of Life.  The new knighthood is given to the winner.  Rev 2:17, “To the winner, I will give him blessing [escrow blessings] from the hidden manna [Bible doctrine in the soul]; also I will give him a white pebble [the resurrection body—they voted with colored pebbles in the ancient world] and on that white pebble has been inscribed a new title [your royal patent in the eternal heraldry] which no one knows [you are an anonymous hero during the Church Age] except the one who receives it.”


(4)  The winner will rule with Christ during the Millennium.  There are six different approaches with regard to ruling with Christ.




(a)  The a fortiori approach is found in Rom 5:17, “For if by the transgression of one, spiritual death ruled by that one, much more, they who receive in life this surplus from grace [escrow blessing] and the gift of righteousness, much more, they shall rule through that One, Jesus Christ.”



(b)  The sarcastic approach is found in 1 Cor 4:8, “You are already filled [with private sins]; you have already become rich [but not from escrow blessing]; you have become kings without us.  How I wish you really had become kings, so that we might also rule with you.”



(c)  The eternal security approach is taught in 2 Tim 2:12, “If we endure [perpetuation of the execution of the spiritual life], we shall also rule...”



(d)  The parable approach is found in Lk 19:12ff, especially verses 17 and 19.  To “take charge over ten cities” means rulership.




(e)  The direct approach is taught in Rev 3:21, “The winner, I will give to him the reward of sitting with Me on my throne, as I have won and sat down with My Father on His throne.”  Rev 20:4, “And they ruled with Christ for a thousand years.”



(f)  The Morning Star approach is found in Rev 2:26-28.



(5)  Your name is recorded in the permanent historical record section of the heavenly Temple because of your invisible impact on history during the Church Age, Rev 3:12a.




(a)  The impact of the winner is anonymous as far as the record of history is concerned, but not as far as God is concerned.




(b)  The mature believer’s historical record will be recorded forever in the heavenly temple.  Each pillar will have the record of his life as a winner.




(c)  Rev 3:12, “The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God.”  The temple of God is the eternal record center in the future.  “Furthermore, he will never again [go outside] vanish from history.  Also, I will emblazon on him the title of My God, and the name of the city of My God, [this will be his pass to enter the eternal city, the New Jerusalem] the new Jerusalem, which shall descend from heaven from My God; also My new title [King of kings, Lord of lords, Bright Morning Star].”



(d)  As an example, the temple at Ephesus had the great deeds of people inscribed on the pillars.  So this temple of God will be the historical textbook of the true heroes of history.  The mature believer as a part of the pivot is the true impact on history.




(e)  In Gal 2:9 the mature believer is currently called a pillar of the church.



(6)  You are the recipient of a coat of arms of glory, Rev 3:12b.


(7)  The winner has membership in the Paradise Club forever.  Membership includes three special privileges: the privilege related to the tree of life, the privilege related to the gazebo in the garden, and the privilege related to access to the paradise of God itself.  You are a member of a special club with special parties to which only you are invited.  Rev 2:7, 14, “...To the winner, I will give to him the privilege of eating from the tree of life which is in the paradise of God.”  “Blessed are they [winners] who have washed their robes [rebound], that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city [the New Jerusalem].”  The tree of life is the ultimate in eternal reward and blessing.
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