1 Corinthians 9:24




- is the strong negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” and expecting an affirmative answer in a question.  Then we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates the Corinthians do not produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and indicating the content of what is not known.

“Do you not know that”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb TRECHW, which means “to run.”

The article is used as a demonstrative and relative pronoun, translated, “those who.”

The present tense is an iterative present to indicate an action that occurs at successive intervals.  This is also an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple event without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the runners produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular noun STADION, which means “arena,” but which we transliterate incorrectly as “in the stadium.”
“those who run in the stadium”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all.”  Attic Greek construction MEN…DE, which means: “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  With this we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb TRECHW, which means “to run.”

The present tense is an iterative present to indicate an action that occurs at successive intervals.  This is also an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple event without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the runners produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“on the one hand all run,”
- is the postpositive conjunction use of the particle DE used in the last half of the Attic Greek construction MEN…DE, meaning “on the other hand.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one; (a) single, only one.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a s simple event or present fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the winner produces the action.


The indicative mood indicates this is a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun BRABEION, which means “a prize.”
“but on the other hand only one person receives the prize?”
- is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, referring to what follows, and translated, “in this way, as follows.”
  With this we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb TRECHW, which means “to run.”

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that every believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“Run in this way:”
 - is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and means “in order that.”  Finally we have the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb KATALAMBANW, which means “to seize, win, attain, make one’s own.”
  Here it means “to win.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the spiritual life of the winner believer and regards it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that some believers will produce the action of becoming winner believers.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form a purpose clause, and indicates a potential condition base upon each believer’s volition.
“that you might win.”
1 Cor 9:24 corrected translation
“Do you not know that those who run in the stadium on the one hand all run, but on the other hand only one person receives the prize?  Run in this way: that you might win.”
Explanation:
1.  “Do you not know that those who run in the stadium on the one hand all run,”

a.  Paul refers to the Corinthian games, which were famous in the ancient world as one of the premier venues for athletic contests.


b.  The Corinthian believers were well aware of the Corinthian games and probably attended them just as we would attend the Superbowl or World Series.


c.  Therefore, this question is a rhetorical question expecting a “yes” answer.


d.  The analogy is the spiritual life is an excellent analogy.



(1)  We are all in a spiritual race during our spiritual life between the moment we believe in Christ and the moment we die.



(2)  All of us have the potential of winning the race.  Every Church Age believer can be a winner believer.  Nothing is preventing you from attaining maximum love for God except you.



(3)  However, we are definitely not competing with each other, but with the spiritual forces of darkness.

2.  “but on the other hand only one person receives the prize?”

a.  The analogy that Paul presents is not that only one person in the Church Age will be a winner and all the others will be losers.  That would be pushing the analogy beyond its limits.


b.  The analogy is that the winner is the person who prepares correctly for the race and then runs the race correctly.



(1)  Correct preparation for living the spiritual life is learning the word of God accurately and correctly.



(2)  Running the race correctly is living the spiritual life based on the correct virtues and values in the soul, and not being dominated by one’s emotions.  A person who runs with emotion fizzles quickly and burns out.  Your emotion does not keep you going when you run, your mental attitude does.


c.  Good training, good mechanics, good strategy, and good mental attitude all must combine for a person to win the race.  So it is with the spiritual life.



(1)  Good training is developing personal love for God and living based upon the virtues of the spiritual life during the normal circumstances of life.



(2)  Good mechanics is the use of the ten problem solving devices of the protocol plan of God as you turn each corner in the race.



(3)  Good strategy is not going out too fast (living the spiritual life based on your emotions), staying near the front of the pack (persistence in the intake and application of doctrine), and finishing with a strong kick (passing evidence testing).



(4)  Good mental attitude is your personal love for God, which is the best motivation for running the race.


d.  The prize that we receive is the crown of righteousness and crown of life.



(1)  Mass (metabolized doctrine in the stream of consciousness) plus motion (advance in the spiritual life) equals your crowns, rewards, decorations, inheritance.



(2)  As a result of the fulfillment of the unique spiritual life of the Church Age two crowns are available to every believer—the crown of righteousness (2 Tim 4:8) and the crown of life (Jam 1:12).




(a)  When you have the crown of righteousness and/or the crown of life, you have your inheritance.  You have inherited the kingdom of God.




(b)  The crown of righteousness and the crown of life actually go together.  If you have one, you will have the other.



(3)  In PLĒRWMA status you are a winner believer and have acquired both the crown of righteousness and the crown of life.



(4)  The crown of capacity righteousness is produced by the filling of the Spirit plus maximum metabolized doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness.



(5)  This capacity for virtue-righteousness sustained the human nature of Jesus Christ on the Cross. 



(6)  Capacity righteousness is the capacity for true love in the soul.  Our spiritual life must have a love based on a righteousness that has capacity from the word of God.



(7)  True love is always the result of true righteousness in the soul.  All capacity for true love is soul capacity righteousness, not legalism.  Legalism is the enemy of love.  No legalist has love.



(8)  The crown of life results from the virtue, capacity righteousness in the soul, as illustrated in 1 Tim 6:11.  Between righteousness and love you have two things: the spiritual life and doctrine.



(9)  The second crown emphasizes virtue-love in the soul, which derives its capacity from DIKAIOSUNĒ.



(10)  No believer attains the second crown without the first.  The two decorations go together.  You cannot have one without the other, which means that capacity righteousness must precede virtue-love in the soul.


e.  The Crown of Spiritual Capacity Righteousness.



(1)  In 2 Tim 4:7-8 and 2 Pet 3:13 this crown is used to describe the capacity for the greater blessings in resurrection body that the winner believer receives.  God has given special capacity to winner believers to enjoy special blessings forever and ever.



(2)  The crown of righteousness represents the perfect righteousness that follows grace, but is free from any legalism of any kind.  You do not get involved in legalistic activities of any kind.  As a parent you should impose right standards on your children, because you are trying to teach standards.  But you do not do this to other people.



(3)  This crown is available to all believers who become winners.  This is given to mature believers with emphasis on the attainment of spiritual maturity.  This crown emphasizes capacity for enjoyment of eternal rewards and decorations of the invisible hero, the spiritual winner.



(4)  The believer who wears the invisible uniform of honor will receive the crown of righteousness.  Ephesians chapter 6 describes the uniform of honor.  The function of impersonal love is the manifestation of the invisible uniform of honor.  The crown of righteousness is given for your virtue, honor, integrity, passing momentum tests, and fulfillment of the royal family honor code.



(5)  2 Tim 4:7-8, “I have fought a good fight.  I have finished the course.  I have kept the doctrine.  In the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not to me only, but to all [winners] who love His appearing.”



(a)  Every believer has the opportunity for this reward.  This is our eternal inheritance.  It is the greatest possible thing given to the ordinary believer in eternity, but many believers do not seem to be interested in this reward.




(b)  “To love His appearing” has a very special meaning.  It is a reference to our reciprocal love for the Lord Jesus Christ.




(c)  Paul's life was compatible with the righteousness of God.  As a mature believer, the perpetuation of spiritual maturity means to continue the daily intake of the Word of God.   The mass of Bible doctrine in the soul plus the momentum of the spiritual life equals the crown of righteousness.



(6)  This reward is relationship with the love of God.  What the righteousness of God commends the justice of God blesses as an expression of the love of God in the conveyance of the inheritance of the winner believer as a manifestation of the grace of God.  This righteousness is far greater than any morality.



(7)  Capacity righteousness is the only way you build true love in the soul.  Capacity righteousness plus soul love in two categories equals being an invisible hero.  Capacity righteousness must come before love for God comes.  Only then will capacity for love come in marriage.


f.  The Crown of Life.



(1)  This decoration is awarded to invisible heroes for maximum production of divine good through the execution of the protocol plan of God.  This includes all the impacts a PLĒRWMA believer can have--personal, historical, international, angelic, heritage impact.



(2)  Therefore, the crown of life is related to the invisible hero's production from his spiritual gift, his ambassadorship, and his royal priesthood.  The crown of life is awarded for consistent filling of the Holy Spirit, consistent perception of doctrine, and consistent use of the problem solving devices.



(3)  Rev 2:10, “Do not fear what you are about to suffer.  Note that the devil is about to cast some of you in prison that you may be tested, and you will have special persecution ten times.  Keep on being faithful even until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”


(4)  James 1:12, “Happy is that person who perseveres under testing, for once he has passed the test, he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him.”


(5)  The crown of life is awarded because of consistent use of the spiritual skills and advance to maturity, Jn 15.

3.  “Run in this way: that you might win.”

a.  Having described his analogy, Paul then commands us to run in such a way that we win.


b.  This is a command to become a winner believer.  We are commanded to become invisible heroes, to reach PLĒRWMA status (being filled with all the fullness of God), attaining spiritual maturity and glorifying God to the maximum.


c.  Paul qualifies this command with a subjunctive mood, indicating that he understood that not all believers would attempt to train and run the race of the spiritual life as winner believers.


d.  God has a unique system in the Church Age, where it is possible for every believer to be a winner.  God’s love is always fair and right.  None of us have any excuse for being loser believers.

See the Doctrine of the Winner from R. B. Thieme, Jr. Bible Ministries.
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