1 Corinthians 9:18




- is the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, which means “Therefore” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “What.”  Even though this is in the masculine singular and we should expect it to mean, “Who is my reward?” the subject HO MISTHOS, meaning “reward” with the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my,” is in the nominative masculine singular with the copulative verb EIMI, meaning “is.”  When a copulative verb is used, such as EIMI or GINOMAI, the subject and object must agree in gender; therefore, we have the masculine gender with TIS rather than the neuter gender (“What?”).


The present tense is a descriptive present to describe Paul’s reward now and forever.  This can also be a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that Paul’s reward produces the action of existing.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in question that can be answered with factual information.

“Therefore what is my reward?”

- is the conjunction HINA, which “can also take the place of the explanatory infinitive after a demonstrative.”
  It is translated, “that.”  With this we have the nominative masculine singular present middle participle from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to proclaim the gospel.”


The present tense is a futuristic present, which indicates a confident assertion about what will occur in the future.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes Paul as the subject producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, indicating the time when the subject produces the action.

“That when I proclaim the gospel,”

- is the double accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective ADAPANOS, which means “free of charge; without charge.”  With this we have the first person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb TITHĒMI, which means “to put, place, set; make, offer.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the proclamation of the gospel into a single whole and states it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, which means “the good news; the gospel.”

“I might offer the gospel free of charge”

 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the neuter singular articular aorist deponent middle infinitive with the negative MĒ from the verb KATACHRAOMAI, which means “to use, to make full use of.”


The preposition EIS with the articular infinitive is one of the ways in Greek of introducing a purpose clause or a result clause.  Here we have a blending of purpose and result.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole Paul’s use of his authority and regards it as a fact.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning the apostle producing the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result, which is also Paul’s intention; therefore, a blending of purpose and result.

“that I might not make full use of”

 - is the dative of indirect object from the feminine singular article and noun EXOUSIA with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my freedom to act, right to do something; authority.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the dative of reference from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, which means “with reference to the gospel.”

1 Cor 9:18 corrected translation
“Therefore what is my reward?  That, when I proclaim the gospel, I might offer the gospel free of charge, that I might not make full use of my right with reference to the gospel.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore what is my reward?”

a.  After the previous statement by Paul that he has a reward, the obvious question from the Corinthians would be, “What reward are you doing this for?”


b.  Paul anticipates their question and possible antagonism from his opponents.


c.  Paul’s opponents would jump up and say that Paul is proclaiming the gospel just so he can get a reward from God, that his motives are all wrong.


d.  So Paul asks the question for them, so that he might shut the door on this argument as well.

2.  “That, when I proclaim the gospel, I might offer the gospel free of charge,”

a.  Going back to his previous thought, Paul reintroduces the premise that he is proclaiming the gospel, teaching Church Age doctrine, doing what he is supposed to be doing as an apostle.


b.  Then Paul blows his opponents away with one simple statement, “that I might offer the gospel free of charge.”


c.  The teaching of the word of God is not for sale.  There isn’t enough money in the world to buy it.  It is a free gift from God to the human race.


d.  Therefore, no man has the right to put a price on the teaching of doctrine, the presentation of the gospel, or his work as a missionary.


e.  The word of God has always been free of charge and will always remain free of charge.  This is why it is evil to charge money for any gospel information or any doctrinal teaching.


f.  The evangelist should never ask the unbeliever for money.


g.  The pastor should never demand money from his congregation.  It is the responsibility of the leadership of the local church to know the needs of their pastor and provide for them.  He should never have to ask for anything.


h.  If the Lord Jesus Christ never charged for His teaching, why should we?


i.  People have the privilege of giving freely of their material wealth to support missionaries, evangelists, pastors, and the local church.  It is a privilege of the royal family, not something for which you charge.


j.  The Philippian church provided more money for Paul than he could ever need, because they were motivated by their occupation with Christ.  But that did not happen until several years after the writing of this epistle.


k.  Communicators of the word of God have the right to be supported financially by those to whom they minister, but they have no right to charge for the teaching of the word of God.


l.  This is the application of the principle of grace.

3.  “that I might not make full use of my right with reference to the gospel.”

a.  The full use of Paul’s right with reference to the gospel was to be supported financially by the Corinthians and others.  He has already proven at the beginning of this chapter that he had this right as an apostle.


b.  But Paul does not want to abuse his freedom in this matter or to put a strain on his relationship with the Corinthians by making full use of his apostolic right to be supported by them.


c.   Paul continues to depend upon the grace of God to provide for all of his needs. He is grateful for any support that he receives from believers, but is not asking for that support from anyone, even though he has every right to do so.


d.  Paul made a deliberate decision not to ask for support from believers, so that he would always maintain a grace relationship with them.  This was done for two reasons.



(1)  To teach the principle of grace by example.



(2)  To allow other believers to use their own volition without coercion, compulsion, force, or intimidation to make up their minds to provide for his needs.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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