1 Corinthians 9:14




- is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “So” and indicating the manner in which something proceeds.  This is followed by the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIATASSW, which means “to order, command, direct” and is usually followed with the dative of persons, which we have here.  Here “directed” is probably the best translation.  If it were a dogmatic command, then Paul would be in violation of the command for not demanding financial support from the Corinthian believers.  But “to direct” is a little softer than a command, and leaves room for the volition of the one receiving the direction to maneuver in how they execute the direction.  They can exercise various options in how they attain the goal.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the command of our Lord concerning this subject into a single whole and states it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“So also the Lord directed”

- is the dative of persons (used with the previous verb) or dative of indirect object from the masculine plural articular masculine plural present active participle from the verb KATAGGELLW, which means “to proclaim.”


The article is used as a demonstrative and relative pronoun, translated, “to those who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present to describe what is now going on and continues throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that certain men with Church Age communication spiritual gifts produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, which means “the gospel.”

“to those who proclaim the gospel”

 - is the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, which means “from the gospel.”  Finally we have the present active infinitive from the verb ZAW, which means “to live” and with a prepositional phrase means “to obtain one’s living from something.”


The present tense is a customary present, which is used for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that certain men in the Church Age produce the action of obtaining their living from teaching doctrine, evangelizing unbelievers, or spreading the gospel to those who have never heard in other countries.


The infinitive is an infinitive of command.

1 Cor 9:14 corrected translation
“So also the Lord directed to those who proclaim the gospel, that they obtain a living from the gospel.”
Explanation:
1.  “So also the Lord directed”

a.  Finally, Paul goes to the ultimate source of all authority for the Church Age believer—the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.


b.  Paul does not quote from Scripture, but quotes from a known teaching of the Lord.



(1)  Mt 10:10, “or a suitcase for your journey, or even two coats, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy of his support.”



(2)  Lk 10:7-8, “Stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; for the laborer is worthy of his wages.  Do not keep moving from house to house.  Whatever city you enter and they receive you, eat what is set before you.”



(3)  1 Tim 5:18, “For the Scripture says, ‘You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing,’ and ‘The laborer is worthy of his wages.’”  (Notice that Paul quotes from Luke’s gospel.  This statement does not occur in the Old Testament.  Therefore, not only does this indicate that Paul knew that the writing of Luke were a part of Scripture, but it also tells us that Luke’s gospel was completed before Paul’s death.)




(a)  Lev 19:13, “You shall not oppress your neighbor, nor rob him. The wages of a hired man are not to remain with you all night until morning.”




(b)  Dt 24:15, “You shall give him his wages on his day before the sun sets, for he is poor and sets his heart on it; so that he will not cry against you to the Lord and it become sin in you.”


c.  It does not matter whether Paul is quoting from verbal tradition concerning the teaching of our Lord or from gospels already completed by Matthew and Luke.  The point is that our Lord directed that a person who labors in studying and teaching the word of God is worthy of being supported materially by those to whom he ministers.

2.  “to those who proclaim the gospel”


a.  The Lord gave an order, a directive, a command to the disciples, which carries over into the Church Age to all those who do the work of a pastor-teacher, evangelist, or missionary.


b.  This pronouncement was more in line with a directive rather than a command or an order.



(1)  A command or order can be very direct and leave the person who must execute it no room for maneuver.  For example, a platoon leader might say to his platoon, “First squad lay down a base of fire from this ridge line, while I take second and third squad and maneuver through those trees onto the objective.  Don’t move from here until I call you on the radio.”  That is a very direct command and leaves no room for first squad to do anything.



(2)  Or the platoon leader might be more directive in nature, and say, “Pick a good position for supporting fire from this ridge line, and join us on the objective as soon as you can.”  This leaves more room for the first squad squad-leader to make some of his own decisions on how he will accomplish the mission.



(3)  This is exactly what our Lord was doing with the disciples and us.


c.  We have clear guidance and direction from our Lord that those who teach doctrine and proclaim the gospel have the right to be supported by others who are benefiting from them.


d.  Those who are proclaiming the doctrine and gospel may or may not need material and financial support from their hearers.  If they do, then there is nothing wrong with them receiving it.  If they do not need it, then so much the better.


e.  In either case the material support of logistical grace comes from the Lord, either directly to those teaching the gospel or through an intermediate agent, such as those receiving the teaching of doctrine or the gospel.

3.  “that they obtain a living from the gospel.”

a.  Men have the right to obtain a living from teaching and explaining the word of God.


b.  It is God’s sovereign decision who these men might be; for it is determined by God’s decision to impart a spiritual gift upon them.


c.  It is also determined by the proper preparation of that man for the ministry or mission field.


d.  The ministry is an honorable profession, which is worthy of the material support from those who benefit from the teaching of the word of God.


e.  No congregation has the right to withhold from a pastor the ability to obtain a living.  They are obligated by the Lord’s directive (“The laborer is worthy of his wages”) to support he and his family financially or otherwise.


f.  No pastor has the right to milk the congregation for more money than his legitimate needs.


g.  No congregation has the right to provide for the pastor just enough money to barely get by.  That is a function of greed.

h.  No pastor has the right to demand anything from his congregation, but must depend entirely upon the grace of God and the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit to motivate his congregation to do what is right, honorable, just, and the expression of their love and thankfulness to God.


i.  No pastor has the right to bully or browbeat his congregation through guilt into providing for him in any way.  However, he must teach the truth of what Scripture says about the subject.

j.  The only right motivation for the congregation supporting the pastor financially is the same motivation for giving to the Lord—they must give as unto the Lord, and the amount is not the issue.


k.  Studying and teaching is hard work for the pastor, but it must never be a job.  No pastor should be in the ministry for monetary profit.  To do so is an insult to the grace and love of our Lord Jesus Christ.  His only motivation must be his love for the living Word as revealed in the written word.
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