1 Corinthians 8:8
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- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun BRWMA, which means “food” plus the postpositive mild adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Yet.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us.”  This is followed by the strong negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular future active indicative from the verb PARISTĒMI, which is used “as a technical term in the language of sacrifice ‘to offer, bring, present;’ the sense is probably to bring before God=bring close to God.”


The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always not happen under these conditions or circumstances.


The active voice indicates that food produces the action of not bringing us in any way near to God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”

“Yet food will never bring us close to God.”

- is the negative coordinating adverb OUTE…OUTE, which means “neither…nor.”  With this we have the conditional particle EAN, meaning “if and it may or may not be true.”  This is followed by the subjective negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb ESTHIW, which means “we eat.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of the verb into a whole and regards it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that all people produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, depending upon the volition of the person.

“Neither if we do not eat”

- is the first person plural present passive indicative from the verb HESTEREW, which means “to lack, be lacking, go without, or come short of.”


The present tense is a descriptive and static present for what occurs when we do not eat.


The passive voice indicates the subject receives the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“do we lack advantage”

- is the negative adverb OUTE, meaning “nor” plus the conditional particle EAN, meaning “if” and the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb ESTHIW, which means “we eat.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of the verb into a whole and regards it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that all people produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, depending upon the volition of the person.

“nor if we eat”

- is the first person plural present active indicative from the verb PERISSEUW, which means “to have an abundance, abound, or be rich.”
  Here it means “to have an advantage.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what occurs when we eat.


The active voice indicates the subject produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
1 Cor 8:8 corrected translation
“Yet food will never bring us close to God.  Neither if we do not eat do we lack an advantage nor if we eat do we have an advantage.”
Explanation:
1.  “Yet food will never bring us close to God.”

a.  There is nothing spiritual about food.


b.  What we eat and what we do not eat does nothing for us spiritually.


c.  We can do nothing to bring ourselves close to God.  We are alienated from God as unbelievers, as carnal believers, and as believers attempting to gain the approbation of God through our human works.


d.  God brings Himself close to us through the salvation work of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross.


e.  What you eat or do not eat will not save you.


f.  What you eat or do not eat will not condemn you.


g.  What you eat or do not eat will not make you spiritual.


h.  What you eat or do not eat will not make you carnal.


i.  Your diet does not change your relationship to God.


j.  The Jews mistakenly thought that observing all the health and dietary regulations of the Mosaic Law brought them close to God.  Such was not the case.  Those dietary regulations were provided for their protection from certain diseases carried in food that had not been properly prepared.


k.  The Lord Jesus Christ made a non-issue out of food in Acts 10:9-16, when He told Peter to rise up and kill whatever animal he wanted and eat it.

2.  “Neither if we do not eat do we lack an advantage.”

a.  Fasting is not an advantage in the spiritual life.


b.  Fasting is not spiritual or non-spiritual.


c.  Fasting often does good things for the body, when done in moderation, but it has nothing to do with the spiritual life.


d.  During the middle ages, entire sects formed around the concept of fasting—who could fast the longest was considered the most spiritual.  See Schaff’s History of the Christian Church for illustrations.


e.  Fasting is mentioned three times in the early Church, Acts 13:2-3; 14:23, with Paul involved on each occasion and in association with Jewish believers.  However, it is not mentioned after his first missionary journey.


f.  Fasting was carried over from the Jewish customs, but died out quickly during the Church Age.  It only raises its head during times of apostasy, when believers do not know the word of God.


g.  Not eating is not an advantage to us in the spiritual life.  The spiritual life centers on the filling of the Holy Spirit and the word of God, not the emptiness of the stomach.

3.  “nor if we eat do we have an advantage.”

a.  On the other side of the coin, eating is not an advantage in the spiritual life.


b.  Gluttony is a sin, but that is not the issue in this statement.


c.  The issue is the fact that the spiritual life centers on the filling the Holy Spirit, not what we eat, when we eat, how much we eat, or anything to do with food.


d.  Food is not the issue in the Christian life.


e.  To make food an issue in any way in the Christian life is wrong, deceitful, and a function of human good and evil.


f.  Legalists set up false standards for the Christian life surrounding food.  Food is not an issue in the spiritual life.


g.  If we ate manna everyday, it would give us no advantage with God.  Millions of Jews ate manna for forty years and everyone over the age of twenty died in the desert.


h.  If you want an advantage with God, then keep on being filled with the Spirit, grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and do the will of God.

i.  Execute the unique spiritual life of the Church Age and you will have every advantage with God.  Food has nothing to do with it, Rom 14:17, “for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but [spiritual capacity] righteousness and harmony and happiness by means of the Holy Spirit.”
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