1 Corinthians 8:4




- is the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun BRWSIS, which means “eating, food” plus the descriptive genitive from the neuter plural article and adjective EIDWLOTHUTOS, which is “only used as a substantive, and means meat offered to an idol.  It refers to sacrificial meat, part of which was burned on the altar, part was eaten at a solemn meal in the temple, and part was sold in the market for home use.”
  With this we have the inferential conjunction OUN.  “In historical narrative  serves to resume a subject once more after an interruption, translated, ‘so, as has been said’ Lk 3:7 (connecting with verse 3).  Cf. 19:12; Jn 4:6, 28; Acts 8:25; 12:5.—Cf. 1 Cor 8:4 (reaching back to verse 1).”

“So concerning the eating of meat offered to an idol”

- is the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know: we know.”  This is followed by the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “that” and indicates the content of what is known.


The perfect tense is really used as a present tense, but in either case is has an aoristic aspect.  As an aoristic perfect or as an aoristic present, it refers to an action that is stated without any reference to a continuing result.  The action is simply viewed as a fact.


The active voice indicates that all believers produce the action of knowing what follows to be true.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“we know that”

- is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular negative adjective OUDEIS, which means “no” when used as an adjective, as here, plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun EIDWLON, which means “an idol.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “there is.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular noun KOSMOS, meaning “in the world.”

“there is no such thing as an idol in the world (i.e., an idol has no real existence) 1 Cor 8:4.”

- is the connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the explanatory use of HOTI, meaning “that” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no” with the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Ellipsis again demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[there is].”  Then we have the first class conditional particle EI used with the negative MĒ, literally meaning “if not,” but this is an idiom, meaning “except.”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative masculine singular from the cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one.”


Gal 3:20, “Now the mediator is not for the benefit of one party, but God is one.”


Mk 12:32, “The scribe said to Him, “Right, Teacher; You have truly stated that He is One, and there is no one else besides Him.”
1 Cor 8:4 corrected translation
“So concerning the eating of meat offered to an idol we know that [there is] no such thing as an idol in the world and that [there is] no God except one.”
Explanation:
1.  “So concerning the eating of meat offered to an idol”

a.  Paul now returns to the subject that he began in verse one.


b.  As we saw in verse one, this was a particular problem because of the culture in which the Gentile believers of Corinth were raised and now lived.


c.  Legalistic believers and Judaizers from the Jerusalem church were making a false issue out of the grace oriented believers in Corinth buying and eating meat from the local pagan temple which had been offered to an idol.


d.  Paul’s argument against this form of legalism is simple.



(1)  There is only one God.



(2)  Demons are not God.



(3)  Idols have no real substance as God does.



(4)  Therefore, anything offered to an idol is meaningless.



(5)  So eating meat offered to an idol is meaningless.


e.  The fact that Paul was clearly against idolatry is taught in Acts 14:12-19, “And they began calling Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker.  The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds.  But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their robes and rushed out into the crowd, crying out and saying, ‘Men, why are you doing these things?  We are also men of the same nature as you, and preach the gospel to you that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.  In the generations gone by He permitted all the nations to go their own ways; and yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.’  Even saying these things, with difficulty they restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to them.  But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.”


f.  The problem of legalism in the Jerusalem church is seen in the decree to the first Gentile believers, Acts 15:19-20, “Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those who are turning to God from among the Gentiles, but that we write to them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from fornication and from what is strangled and from blood.”



(1)  Even though Paul agreed with this decree at the time by way of concession, so that the greater issue of continuing the evangelization of the Gentiles might continue, five years later, when he writes this to the Corinthians he takes a firmer grace position.



(2)  Paul will agree in the next few verses that a believer should not openly eat meat offered to idols, if it offends a fellow believer.  That is the law of expediency as a part of the royal family honor code, which Paul will teach in Rom 14-15.



(3)  But Paul is clearly moving away from the strong position of the Jerusalem council that no Gentile believer should ever eat any meat offered in a pagan temple.  This was impossible and impractical to follow in a city like Corinth, where there was nothing but pagan temples, and they were the only place you could buy meat.

2.  “we know that [there is] no such thing as an idol in the world”

a.  Demons and idols do exist, but that is not Paul’s argument here.  Paul is saying that the idol itself has no real existence in the world.  There is a demon behind the idol seeking the worship of man and to influence man, but the metal, wood, stone idol is nothing in and of itself.


b.  Compare Gal 4:8, “But at that time on the one hand, when you did not know God, you were a slave to those who are not by nature deities.”  As unbelievers, the Gentiles in the Roman Empire were slaves to demons, who represented themselves as “gods” through the worship of idols.  Paul’s point in Gal 4:8 is the same point he will make in the last phrase of this verse—they are not deities.  They exist in the world but they do not exist as “gods” in the world.  There is only one God, and not one the demons qualify as “God.”


c.  Paul gives a full explanation of his meaning in 1 Cor 10:14-33.

10:14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.

10:15 I speak as to wise men; you judge what I say.

10:16 Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?

10:17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread.

10:18 Look at the nation Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the altar?

10:19 What do I mean then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything?

10:20 No, but I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do not want you to become sharers in demons.

10:21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.

10:22 Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? We are not stronger than He, are we?

10:23 All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things edify.

10:24 Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.

10:25 Eat anything that is sold in the meat market without asking questions for conscience' sake;

10:26 for the earth is the Lord's, and all it contains.

10:27 If one of the unbelievers invites you [to dinner] and you want to go [to the restaurant at the pagan temple], eat anything that is set before you without asking questions for conscience' sake.

10:28 But if anyone says to you, "This is meat sacrificed to idols," do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for conscience' sake;
10:29 I mean not your own conscience, but the other man's; for why is my freedom judged by another's conscience?

10:30 If I partake with thankfulness, why am I slandered concerning that for which I give thanks?

10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

10:32 Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God;

10:33 just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit but the profit of the many, so that they may be saved.”

3.  “we know that [there is] no God except one.”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Deut 4:35, “To you it was shown that you might know that the Lord, He is God; there is no other besides Him.”



(2)  Deut 4:39, “Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, that the Lord, He is God in heaven above and on the earth below; there is no other.”



(3)  Deut 6:4, “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!”


b.  This is Paul’s main point.



(1)  There is only one God in all of creature history and in all the universe, and that is the one, unique God, who exists in three persons—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.



(2)  Demons are not God; they are not even gods, though they try to be.



(3)  Metal, wood, and stone idols are empty, meaningless, inanimate nothings.  They have no meaning or value, because there is only one God.



(4)  Therefore, there is no value in offering meat to idols.  Since the idol is nothing, the sacrifice is nothing.



(5)  Therefore, a believer can eat meat or anything else offered to an idol, because the idol is meaningless and the offering is even more meaningless.  That is, until an unbeliever or another believer makes an issue out of it.



(6)  When the unbeliever makes an issue out of something offered to an idol, then the believer must take a stand and have nothing to do with it, so that the conscience of the unbeliever may be awakened to the fact there is something wrong in what he believes.  This gives an opening for the believer to evangelize the unbeliever.



(7)  When the believer makes an issue out of something offered to an idol, then the strong believer, who understands the correct teaching of the word of God, defers to the weaker standards and understanding of the weak believer, so that the strong believer does not do anything that would give the weak believer an excuse to not continue his spiritual advance.
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