1 Corinthians 8:3




- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love.”


The present tense is a customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action of loving God.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative expressing a fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”

“But if anyone loves God [and he does],”

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS used as a personal pronoun, meaning “he.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know, understand, comprehend; “acknowledge, recognize as that which one is or claims to be.  Of God as subject recognize someone as belonging to him, choose, 1 Cor 8:3; Gal 4:9.”
  Gal 4:9a, “But now, having acknowledged God, or rather having been acknowledged by God, …”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the believer who loves God receives the action of being loved by God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a third person personal pronoun.  The word in the ablative indicates the personal agent who performs the action expressed by a verb in the passive voice.  It is translated “by Him” and refers to God.

“he has been recognized [acknowledged] by Him.”
1 Cor 8:3 corrected translation
“But if anyone loves God [and he does], he has been recognized [acknowledged] by Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “But if anyone loves God [and he does],”

a.  In contrast to the arrogant believer who thinks he knows everything, in this verse we have the believer who is advancing to spiritual maturity and loves God.  This is a first class condition, which indicates that there are in fact believers who love God.


b.  We are capable of loving God, but only through the knowledge of Bible doctrine.


c.  Love for God is our motivation in the spiritual life.


d.  Love for God is what protects us from becoming arrogant and legalistic from the doctrine we know.


e.  Doctrine causes us to understand how much God loved us in eternity past.


f.  Understanding how much God loved us, which motivated our Lord to go to the Cross as a substitute for us, motivates us to love God in return.  This love for God based on God’s love for us is called reciprocal love.


g.  Our reciprocal love for God motivates us to learn doctrine.


h.  Our understanding of Bible doctrine increases our reciprocal love for God.


i.  Together these two things (Bible doctrine and love for God) work together as a team.


j.  The more doctrine we learn, the more we understand about God’s plan, why we are here, how much He loves us, and all that He has and will do for us.


k.  This produces in us the fantastic response of love for Him.  “We love, because He first loved us.”


l.  As a result of our love for God, we are motivated to continue to learn more about Him and to do everything He wants.


m.  This results in greater love for Him.


n.  This is the concept of reciprocity in the spiritual life and is found in the Doctrine of Reciprocal Love for God.
2.  “he has been recognized [acknowledged] by Him.”

a.  As a result of our spiritual advance to the high ground of maturity, where we attain the status of being filled with all the fullness of God (PLĒRWMA), achieve the strategic objective of occupation with Christ, and become winner believers and invisible heroes, God recognizes and acknowledges our status by giving us blessings for both time and eternity.


b.  There are two great moments in our life when we are recognized and acknowledged by God.



(1)  The first is at the moment of salvation, when we believe in Christ.



(2)  The second is when we reach spiritual maturity.


c.  Both of these events are evidence in Satan’s appeal trial and have tremendous impact in the angelic conflict.


d.  The mature believer is recognized or acknowledged as such by God.



(1)  This is similar to a soldier being recognized for bravery after a battle or a title of royalty (such as “Knight,” “Lord,” “Earl,” etc.) being conferred on a person because of some great achievement.



(2)  Job was recognized in this manner by God, when He said to Satan, “Have you considered My Servant, Job?”  Job’s title of recognition was “My Servant.”



(3)  Abraham was recognized in this manner by God, when he was called the “Friend of God,” Jam 2:23.



(4)  Moses was recognized in this manner through the title, “the Servant of God,” Deut 34:5; 1 Chr 6:49; 2 Chr 24:9; Dan 9:11



(5)  David was recognized in this manner, being called, “My servant David” by the Lord in His address to Nathan.



(6)  Our Lord was recognized in this manner, being called, “the King of kings, and Lord of lords, the Great Morning Star.”



(7)  All mature believers will be recognized in this manner at the evaluation throne of Christ, being given a new title, Rev 2:17, “He who has an ear, let him hear what sort of thing the Spirit communicates to the churches.  To the winner, I will give to him [blessing] from the hidden manna [Bible doctrine] and I will give him a white pebble, furthermore, on the pebble he has a new name written, which no one knows except he who receives it.”

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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