1 Corinthians 8:12




- is the postpositive continuative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “And” plus the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “thus, so, in this manner, in this way.”  Then we have the nominative second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb HAMARTANW, which means “to sin: sinning.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is happening when believers produce this action.


The active voice indicates that the believer who causes his fellow-believer to stumble and fail and be ruined in his spiritual life produces the action.


The participle can be a temporal participle, translated, “when you sin toward your fellow-believer” or a conditional participle, “if you sin toward your fellow-believer” or a modal participle indicating the manner in which the action of the main verb takes place, and translated, “by sinning.”

“And by sinning in this manner”

- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of relationship from the masculine plural article used as a personal pronoun and noun ADELPHOS, which means “against your fellow-believers.”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb TUPTW, which means “to strike, to beat” and is used figuratively with the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun SUNEIDĒSIS and the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, which follows, meaning “wounding their conscience.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is happening when believers produce this action.


The active voice indicates that the believer who causes his fellow-believer to stumble and fail and be ruined in his spiritual life produces the action.


The participle is a modal participle indicating the manner in which the action of the main verb takes place.


Then we have the accusative feminine singular present active participle from the verb ASTHENEW, which means “to be weak: weaken” and is used here as an ascriptive participle that functions as an adjective, ascribing a certain characteristic to the noun it modifies.  As an adjective this would be translated, “and by wounding their weakened conscience.”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of relationship from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, which means “against Christ.”  With this we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb HAMARTANW, which means “to sin: you are sinning.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what these believers are doing.


The active voice indicates that these believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

1 Cor 8:12 corrected translation
“And by sinning in this manner against your fellow-believers, and by wounding their weakened conscience, you are sinning against Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  “And by sinning in this manner against your fellow-believers”

a.  It is a sin to use the academic knowledge of the Bible that you do not believe to lead fellow believers into doing something against their own conscience.


b.  Believers are capable of sinning against other believers.


c.  All of our sins are against God, but not all of our sins are against other people.  Sometimes we sin against ourselves—arrogance, bitterness, and hatred.


d.  Anything that we do to cause another believer to sin is a sin.  For example, if you tell another person that it is a sin to wear the color red because it represents the devil, and that person then wears red and is guilty about it because they have a weak conscience, then you have used your incorrect doctrinal standards and beliefs and imposed them on someone else, causing them to commit the sin of guilt.


e.  This is what legalistic believers do all the time with their taboos, such as: don’t smoke, don’t drink, don’t dance, don’t play cards, don’t go to R-rated movies, don’t do this and don’t do that.


f.  This issue of causing others to sin is found in the metaphor of stumbling.



(1)  Mal 2:8, “‘But as for you, you have turned aside from the way; you have caused many to stumble by the instruction; you have corrupted the covenant of Levi,’ says the Lord of hosts.”  False teachers of the word of God are the main source of causing believers to stumble.



(2)  Mt 18:6, “but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone hung around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.”  Those who cause children to stumble will be deliberately kept alive by God, just so His justice can administer maximum pain and suffering as a part of discipline from the Supreme Court of Heaven.



(3)  Jn 6:61, “But Jesus, conscious that His disciples grumbled at this, said to them, ‘Does this cause you to stumble?’”  The answer is an emphatic No!  Our Lord never did anything to cause anyone to sin.  He could not do so as God.  The disciples caused themselves to stumble from their own arrogance and lack of spiritual understanding of the nature of salvation.



(4)  1 Cor 8:13, “Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause my brother to stumble.”  In the next verse in our context, Paul gives the principle, which we are explaining.



(5)  Jam 3:2, “For we all stumble in many ways.  If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.”  We cause ourselves to sin in many ways all the time.  But the person, who can control their tongue, and not sin verbally, will generally control their actions and not sin overtly.



(6)  1 Pet 2:8, “and, ‘A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense’; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.”  Faith in Christ as the means of salvation is the Stone over which all unbelievers stumble.  And they stumble because of their own rejection of God’s promise to “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”

2.  “and by wounding their weakened conscience,”

a.  The arrogant, legalistic, know-it-all believer wounds the conscience of the believer that does not yet have a fully developed set of Church Age norms and standards.


b.  We develop our conscience by learning right and wrong.  Most of us learn right and wrong from our parents, peers, and society in general.

c.  When we are born again, we must learn a new set of norms and standards for the spiritual life of the royal family of God.


d.  New believers have no Church Age norms and standards.  They must be developed over time, just as with children.


e.  Children believe everything you tell them, because they trust what you say to be true.


f.  Children develop norms and standards quickly and easily based on what they learn from their parents.


g.  The spiritual life is no different.  However, in the spiritual life we can learn from a number of sources: a pastor who knows doctrine and teaches it correctly, a false teacher of doctrine, friends and family who know doctrine accurately and correctly, friends and family who do not know doctrine accurately and correctly, but think they do.


h.  When other believers, who think they know it all doctrinally, tell the new or young believer (not in chronological age but spiritual age) to do this or don’t do that, they are teaching them erroneous standards of the spiritual life.


i.  Through taboos, the know-it-all Christian damages the weakened conscience of the “younger” believer.


j.  Their conscience has not had a chance to develop the strength of true doctrinal norms and standards yet; therefore they are said to have a weakened conscience.


k.  As we learn doctrine and execute the spiritual life from the true motivation of reciprocal love for God, our conscience continues to increase in strength.


l.  The young believer has no protection against the false norms and standards of legalism; therefore, the young believer is vulnerable to having his conscience wounded by the incorrect teaching of others.

3.  “you are sinning against Christ.”

a.  The person who teaches incorrect doctrinal standards to a younger believer and damages their conscience is actually sinning against the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  This was the statement that got the attention of the legalists.


c.  In their arrogance they did not think they were doing anything wrong.   But Paul lets them have it right between the eyes with this statement, so that there would be no mistaking his meaning.  They were sinning.


d.  Paul needed to get their attention, and he did.  By putting this action in the present tense, he is also pointing out that they are in perpetual carnality, because they are still presently continuing this action, which they had been doing for a while.


e.  All sin is ultimately and most importantly against the Lord Jesus Christ, because He is the One who bore our sins in His own body and paid the penalty in judgment for sin as a substitute for us.


f.  The worst thing any believer in Christ can do is sin against Christ.



(1)  We belong to Christ; He owns us.  He paid for us with His spiritual death on the Cross.



(2)  When we commit a sin, regardless of who else is involved beside ourselves, it is a reflection upon our faith in Christ, our love of our Lord, our obedience to our Lord, and our respect for Him.



(3)  All believers are in union with Christ through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.



(4)  When we sin against other believers, who are in union with Christ, we are, in effect, sinning against Christ.



(5)  God will forgive any and every sin, which we commit against others and against Him, if we acknowledge that sin to Him, 1 Jn 1:9.



(6)  But the believer that keeps on causing his fellow-believer to stumble and keeps on wounding his conscience through false norms and standards that are not a part of the spiritual life will be condemned by the righteousness of God and punished and disciplined by the justice of God as administered through the love of God, and there is no partiality with God.

g.  There are two people we should never sin against in life: our Lord and a fellow-believer.  The Corinthians were doing both, destroying both their spiritual life and the spiritual lives of others.  It had to come to a halt, and Paul stopped it with this dogmatic statement of true Bible doctrine.
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