1 Corinthians 8:11




- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb ASTHENEW, which means “the weak.”  The articular participle is used as a substantive here, referring to a class or category of believers in the Corinthian church, who do not “know” all that certain other believers “know.”  Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb APOLLUMI, which means “to be destroyed or ruined.”  Here it refers to being destroyed spiritually or ruined in one’s advance in the spiritual life.  It does not refer to loss of salvation.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in Corinth.


The passive voice indicates that “the weak” believers receive the action of being spiritually ruined by the “strong believers.”


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

“For the weak are being [spiritually] ruined”

- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular article and noun GNWSIS with the second person feminine singular from the “possessive adjective SOS, meaning your, yours.  SOS has more weight than the genitive; it serves to emphasize or to contrast.”
  This is translated “by your knowledge” with a strong emphasis on the word “your.”
“by means of your knowledge,”

- is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular article used as a possessive pronoun “your” and noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brother” and referring to a fellow-believer.  This nominative is in apposition to the articular nominative masculine singular participle “the weak.”  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “because of whom” or “on account of whom” or “for the sake of whom.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ” and the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOTHNĒISKW, which means “to die.”


The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which states a generally accepted fact and conveys the idea of universality.  All believers generally understood and accepted the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ died spiritually on the Cross for all mankind.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

1 Cor 8:11 corrected translation
“For the weak are being [spiritually] ruined by your knowledge, your fellow-believer, for the sake of whom Christ died.”
Explanation:
1.  “For the weak are being [spiritually] ruined by your knowledge”

a.  Paul cuts to the heart of the matter.  These “doctrinal” believers are ruining the spiritual life of the younger/newer believers with their faulty application of doctrine.


b.  These “advanced” believers had a lot of knowledge of doctrine, but no understanding of how to use it correctly.


c.  They were passing on bad advice to newer or younger believers in the spiritual life (age was not the issue).  Their bad advice was for the new believers (whom they considered to be weak doctrinally) to not make an issue out of going back to the pagan temple.  Instead they were suggesting that they just live their spiritual lives in the freedom in which God had intended them to live.  It sounds nice, but this is doctrinally incorrect.


d.  Their bad advice resulted in believers they called “weaker” being ruined by compromising their doctrinal norms and standards regarding idolatry.


e.  The so-called weak believers had developed a doctrinal standard to not get involved in the pagan temples, the pagan worship, or anything to do with the demon-gods and idolatry.  That was exactly what Paul wanted them to think and do.


f.  Now, the more experienced and spiritually advanced believers in the church were telling them to “lighten up,” relax, and don’t be afraid to enjoy the normal pleasures of having a meal with friends at the local restaurant, or going to a friend’s birthday party there, or attending a wedding ceremony there, or celebrating someone’s anniversary there.


g.  So the weak believers are listening to this bad advise and getting caught up in the celebrations, the social life, and then the rituals of the pagan temple.  They are right back into idolatry.


h.  Paul is trying to prevent this, and his authority to make such demands on the private lives of the believers in Corinth is being called into question.  Paul is in no way trying to dictate how these believers should live their private lives.  But the strong believers going into the local temples and participating in the pagan meals is a public, not a private issue.


i.  The knowledge that the strong believers have is not epignosis knowledge of the word of God, but gnosis.  Epignosis is the understanding a believer receives when they believe the doctrine, which has been taught, and apply it from the motivation of personal love for God in the function of unconditional impersonal love toward others.


j.  Therefore, the so-called “strong” believers (they thought themselves strong in doctrine, Paul certainly did not) are really the spiritually weak believers.  They have been made weak by their own arrogant failure to believe the doctrine of idolatry taught by Paul and others.


k.  The so-called “weak” believers are really the strong believers, because they are actually trying to learn doctrine and apply it correctly under the authority of the apostle.

2.  “your fellow-believer”

a.  Paul makes a point of the fact that these newer, younger doctrinal believers are very much a part of the royal family of God.


b.  They are not just “fellow-believers” but “YOUR fellow-believers.”  The possessive adjective SOS is the strongest Greek word for indicating association between two people.  It is used twenty-seven times in the New Testament, twenty-one of them in the gospels.  We saw this word in Phile 1:14, “But I did not desire to do anything apart from your consent, in order that your intrinsic goodness might not be as it were under obligation, but voluntary.”


c.  The “strong” believers are looking down their nose in arrogance at these “weak” believers, who are currently having nothing to do with the pagan temples, and are accusing them of being legalistic in their application of doctrine.


d.  Instead of being arrogant toward these new believers and calling them weak, they should not do anything that would cause them to turn away from love of the word of God and correct application of what they have already learned.


e.  The new believers should be treated like members of one’s own family and be guarded and protected by the their older siblings.  Instead it is the older siblings in the family at Corinth who are abusing their authority, not Paul.

3.  “for the sake of whom Christ died.”

a.  Paul concludes this part of his argument with a stake through the heart of the arrogant, “strong” believers.


b.   The Lord Jesus Christ died for all mankind.  This is the doctrine of unlimited atonement.


c.  The new, younger, “weak” believers of Corinth are included in “all mankind.”


d.  Paul makes the point that if Christ was willing to sacrifice himself for these “weak” believers, how difficult would it be for these strong believers in Corinth to give up something simple, like going back to the temple restaurant, in order to keep the newer believers from stumbling in their spiritual life.


e.  The Lord Jesus Christ gave everything for them—His very own perfect spiritual life with God the Father.  He did this so that these “weak” believers might have eternal life and the greatest spiritual life the world has ever known.


f.  Paul challenges the strong believers with the principle: how can you do something to damage or ruin the spiritual life of someone for whom Christ sacrificed Himself?  Do you think for one minute that the Lord will stand by and allow this to go unpunished?


g.  The strong believers are thinking only of themselves and what they enjoy doing, and have no regard for God’s will, plan, or desire in this matter.  They have set themselves up as the authority on the issue against Paul, but in reality are rejecting the teaching of the word of God.


h.  “Gnosis puffs up,” and these strong believes are puffed up with their own arrogance.  In their arrogance they are preoccupied with themselves.  Therefore, they are attempting to get other believers to follow their lead and enjoy the normal pleasures, which they don’t want to give up for anyone else’s sake, even if it means ruining the spiritual lives of others.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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