1 Corinthians 7:4




- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun GUNĒ, meaning “The wife.”
- is the objective genitive from the neuter singular article used as a personal pronoun with the adjective IDIOUS, meaning “one’s own” plus the noun SWMA, meaning “physical body” with the strong negative OUK, meaning “absolutely not” and the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EXOUSIAZW, which means “to have the right or power for something or over someone Lk 22:25.  Specifically the right or power to do with something as one sees fit with the genitive of that over which one has the power—of husband and wife with reference to their marital duties have power over her (his) own body.”


The present tense is a gnomic or static present for a condition that perpetually exists and is an axiom or universal truth.


The active voice indicates that the woman produces the action of not having power over her own body.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that the wife does not have power or authority sexually over her own body.

“The SWMA is the organ of generation which engages in sex (1 Cor 7:4) and may be defiled thereby (Rom 1:24).  In sex the body belongs to another (1 Cor 6:16) but may also be possessed by fornication (6:13).  The use of SWMA rather than SARX here shows that the totality of the person is meant.”

“The wife does not have sexual authority over her own body”

- is the adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article used as a personal pronoun and noun ANĒR, meaning “but her husband.”
- is the adverb of comparison HOMOIWS, meaning “likewise, in a similar manner” plus the postpositive transitional use of the conjunction DE, meaning “and” with the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” and the nominative subject from the masculine singular article used as a personal pronoun and noun ANĒR, meaning “and in a similar manner also her husband.”
- is the objective genitive from the neuter singular article used as a personal pronoun with the adjective IDIOUS, meaning “one’s own” plus the noun SWMA, meaning “physical body” with the strong negative OUK, meaning “absolutely not” and the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EXOUSIAZW, which means “to have the right or power for something or over someone Lk 22:25. Specifically the right or power to do with something as one sees fit with the genitive of that over which one has the power—of husband and wife with reference to their marital duties have power over her (his) own body.”
“In 1 Cor 7:4 Paul is saying, not that each partner has a right to the body of the other, but that each forgoes power over his or her own body. The exhortation, then, is to mutual service.”

 - is the adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article used as a personal pronoun and noun GUNĒ, meaning “but his wife.”
1 Cor 7:4 corrected translation
“The wife does not have sexual authority over her own body, but her husband, and in a similar manner also her husband does not have sexual authority over his own body but his wife.”
Explanation:
1.  
Sex is equality in marriage.


a.  In sex, each has authority over one another; each can initiate in sex.  A woman having authority over another woman’s body is lesbianism.


b.  Sex without soul love is like ritual without reality.


c.  Sex outside of marriage is lust of the sin nature controlling the soul, parlaying sexual lust into sexual arrogance, which bypasses the soul to become the function of the arrogance skills.



(1)  In sex, authority is canceled out because sex is intimacy and privacy equally between one man and one woman in marriage.



(2)  The woman can be the initiator as much as a man; each has something missing.  The fact that the man is in authority does not mean that he initiates everything; both are initiators.



(3)  Both have the right to function in a way that they think the marriage will be effective; both have something the other needs; both can initiate and respond.  However, unrealistic expectation combines with the old sin nature to destroy this principle.


d.  The Adam’s rib principle is that neither male nor female is complete without the other being joined in sex.  Where there is virtue, sex is the expression of love.  Where there is no virtue, sex is still the fulfillment of the marriage.


e.  Marriage is built on the foundation of Bible doctrine, the thinking of Christ.  The solution to marital problems is principle—the application of Bible doctrine to experience.  The secret to success between a man and woman in marriage is what they think, not how much sex they have.

f.  The self-directed versus the other directed marriage.



(1)  You do not solve your marital problems by changing your mate, but by changing yourself; this is the self-directed marriage.  This is the application of doctrine to your marriage.



(2)  In other-directed marriages, each spouse holds the other responsible for a happy and entertaining marriage.  Other-directed marriages blame the other person for things going wrong.



(3)  In the self-directed marriage, one spouse does not blame the other, but takes the responsibility for his or her decisions and actions before the Lord.



(4)  In a self-directed marriage, one spouse does not try to change the other spouse to suit his or her image of the ideal mate.



(5)  In a self-directed marriage, each spouse seeks to change self through post salvation epistemological rehabilitation, the application of doctrine to experience, and the execution of the protocol plan of God through the utilization of your very own spiritual assets.


g.  Just as Bible doctrine is the foundation for Christian marriage, so sex is the superstructure, the invisible castle walls.


h.  Marriage preceded family; therefore, marriage has to be isolated from parents.  There is a sense in which marriage is isolation from society under the concept of privacy, intimacy, love, affection, virtue, and happiness.  Marriage problems are not solved by having a family.  On the other hand, being a good mother or father does not mean destroying a marriage.  Marriage is resolved on its own merits.


i.  Sex portrays the beauty of interdependence in marriage, just as the believer is totally dependent upon God and God’s grace.  Sex is not personal or impersonal love but an expression of personal love in marriage, where personal love is inside the integrity-envelope of unconditional impersonal love.  The three stages in premarital romance can also be applied to marriage.



(1)  In the attraction stage of marriage, sex emphasizes completion, the union of two bodies made into one flesh.



(2)  In the compatibility stage of marriage, thinking emphasizes the coalescence of the souls.



(3)  In the rapport stage of marriage, doctrine guards the marriage by the development of unconditional love as the integrity-envelope for personal love.


j.  If either the man or woman are full of mental attitude sins, they cannot physically or mentally give from the ultimate source of themselves.  Therefore, they contribute to destroying the walls of the marriage castle.  Hatred and self-justification result in the I-me syndrome, which means the walls of the castle of marriage have been destroyed.


k.  Sex illustrates the fact that both spouses have an area of responsibility and an area of authority in their relationship to each other.  That responsibility includes bringing virtue into marriage.


l.  Principles.



(1)  Sex is not a problem-solving device in marriage.



(2)  Sex is the ultimate in human intimacy—the invisible walls of the marriage.



(3)  Sex isolates monogamy from society, and makes it the basic unit of national culture.



(4)  Sex is designed for marriage only and fulfills two principles: recreation and propagation.



(5)  Just as self-determination, property, and life are expressions of freedom in the nation or culture, so sex is the expression of freedom in marriage.



(6)  Sex is an expression of marital relationship, not a problem-solving device for marriage.  Sex is the point of equality in marriage.


m.  Marriage is a state of independence from all previous relationships, like mother and father.  You should grow up before you get married.  Sex was designed by God as an expression of unity.  Marriage is a castle that shuts out the outside world without making you asocial or anti-social.  The foundation of the castle is Bible doctrine.


n.  There are three rules of marriage given in the garden.



(1)  Do not sin, Gen 2:17.



(2)  Perpetuate the human race, Gen 1:28.



(3)  Separate from parents, Gen 2:24.


o.  The Corinthians, as Greeks, did not connect sex with marriage but with their religion.  They were promiscuous; hence, many believers had serious problems with sex.


p.  While there are many problems and real adjustments to be made in marriage, the real problem is not money, sex, housekeeping, etc., but a mental attitude of personal love inside the integrity-envelope of unconditional impersonal love.  You cannot build a marriage on sex; it must be built on virtue-love.


q.  The idea that a husband should have his own wife and a wife her own husband was absolutely foreign to the Greek concept of sex.  Greeks related sex only to the function of their religion—the Phallic cult and to the gratification of sexual desire and pleasure, and the propagation of the Greek race.


r.  For the married couple, sex is occasional in the time scale of life, but depends on moment-by-moment compatibility and rapport rather than libido.  The woman is a responder in marriage; consequently, the man cannot subject her to abuse and mistreatment and expect her to respond to his advances when he is ready to make love.


s.  Even the best sex is still part of the attraction stage of marriage.  While it may facilitate moving into compatibility, sexual compatibility is not the compatibility stage in marriage.  Sex is only an expression of love in marriage where virtue exists.


t.  There are certain areas where sex is not fulfilled as God intended it to be in problem marriages.



(1)  If sex is lust and gratification on the part of the man, then there is no thoughtfulness, no expression of love, no tenderness, no appreciation of equality, no understanding of the purpose for which God invented sex.



(2)  The irresponsible husband gratifies himself, then leaves the woman.



(3)  The problem of tyranny and the demand syndrome on the part of the man destroys any possibility of fulfilling the divine purpose of sex in marriage.  Sex is a learning process; it is not instant success.



(4)  The problem of martyrdom is created on the part of the woman who, never having been satisfied, submits only because she is expected to.



(5)  When sex is nothing but mental or physical pain, frustration, and bitterness for the woman, she learns to despise sex and begins to look elsewhere.



(6)  However, the woman cannot be fulfilled in sex if she has unrealistic expectations.

2.  Sex was created by God and provided for marriage only.  When there is a coalescence of both souls and bodies in the conjugal relationship of marriage, sex is a vacation to the Garden of Eden, when there were no fathers or mothers.  Coalescence of both souls and bodies in marriage is the most sublime relationship between two human beings.

3.  Masturbation is the satanic distortion of the principle that a person does not have sexual authority over their own body.  This is the passage that teaches that masturbation is a violation of God’s desire for sex between two people in marriage.
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