1 Corinthians 7:32




- is the postpositive adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to want, to wish, to will.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in Paul’s thinking.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of wanting this.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”

“But I want you”

- is the double accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective AMERIMNOS, which means “to free from care; out of trouble, Mt 28:14;”
 pertaining to not being concerned or anxious - ‘without worry, unworried, free from concern.’”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that has begun in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of wanting the Corinthian to be free from concern about what is going on in the cosmic system and to stay out of trouble.


The infinitive is used as a modifier of the main verb; hence, it functions as the infinitive of indirect object.

“to be unworried”

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun AGAMOS, which means “the unmarried” and can refer to someone who has never been married, someone who is divorced, or someone who is a widow.  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MERIMNAW, which means “to care for, be concerned about something. ‘the Lord’s work’ 1 Cor 7:32; 34a; ‘someone’s welfare’ Phil 2:20; that the parts may have the same concern for one another, 1 Cor 12:25.”


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a universal truth that generally exists throughout human history.


The active voice indicates that the unmarried person produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“The unmarried person is concerned about”

- is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and descriptive genitive or adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the things of the Lord.”
- is the adverb of manner PWS, meaning “how, in what manner” plus the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb ARESKW, which means “to please, be pleasing.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the entirety of the person’s spiritual life in an unmarried status and regards as a single whole and a fact.


The active voice indicates the unmarried believer produces the action of wanting to please the Lord.


The subjunctive mood is a deliberative subjunctive, which is used with rhetorical interrogative sentences, which deal with what is possible.

Finally, we have the dative indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “to the Lord.”
1 Cor 7:32 corrected translation
“But I want you to be unworried.  The unmarried person is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he might be pleasing to the Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  “But I want you to be unworried.”

a.  Paul does not want the Corinthians to be concerned about what is happening in the world.  The world will take care of itself.


b.  We are not to be concerned about all the evils and injustices on earth.  They were here before we got here as a part of the prehistoric angelic conflict and they will be here after we are gone.


c.  We do not, cannot, and will not change evil or Satan’s cosmic system.


d.  All the human good in the world will not change the sin and evil in the world.  It only adds to it.


e.  Therefore, since there is nothing we can do to change the world or improve the world, all we can do is depend upon God to handle our affairs as a part of His plan.


f.  Therefore, we are not to be worried about anything, but in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God for our lives.


g.  In this context, Paul is addressing his comments to those who are married and wants them to think like the person who is unmarried, and not be concerned, not worry, not be troubled in their soul about the normal circumstances of married life, such as, staying employed, providing for one’s family, the safety of one’s family, etc.


h.  Worry is a sin; concern for the welfare of others is a virtue.  Paul is not addressing the sin issue here, but the normal cares and concerns of life that might possibly distract a married believer from continuing his or her spiritual advance to maturity.

2.  “The unmarried person is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he might be pleasing to the Lord.”

a.  So Paul gives an illustration for the married person of how they should think in their execution of the spiritual life.


b.  The married person should think like the unmarried person and only be concerned about how he might be pleasing to the Lord.


c.  The Lord will take care of all the other normal needs of life as a part of logistical grace support for the married believer.


d.  The married believer does not have to worry about food, shelter, clothing, a job, transportation, or other necessities of life.  These are all a part of logistical grace provision.


e.  The married believer also should not be worried or concerned about his or her spouse, children, pets, or other family members.  They are all blessed by association.


f.  The married believer must focus on how he or she might please the Lord.  In this way, they are thinking, acting, and living as an unmarried believer.


g.  The person who is preoccupied with how he might please the Lord is focused on the following things:



(1)  What does God want me to do?  Grow in grace and the knowledge of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.




(a)What can I do today to advance spiritually?  Learn the word of God.




(b)  When do I set aside time for learning God’s word?





i.  What does God want me to think?





ii.  What does God want me to know about Him today?



(2)  Where does God want me to be?



(3)  How can I best love the Lord my God today? Or, How can I reciprocate in my love for God?



(4)  Who does God need me to be gracious toward and help today?

3.  Related Scripture.


a.  Rom 8:6-8, “Consequently the thought pattern of the flesh [is] death, but the thought pattern of the Spirit [is] life and prosperity, because the thought pattern of the flesh is hostile toward God; for it is not subordinate to the policy of God, because it is not able [to be subordinate].  Moreover those who are under the authority of the flesh are not able to please God.”


b.  1 Thes 4:1, “Finally, therefore, brethren, we ask you and exhort you because of the Lord Jesus that just as you received from us how it is necessary for you to walk and to please God even as also you are walking, that you might excel even more.”

c.  2 Tim 2:4, “No one serving as a soldier in the army should become entangled in the affairs of civilian life, in order that he may please his commanding officer.”
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