1 Corinthians 7:24




- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, which means “Each person, or Every person.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in which thing.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to be called,” which is used as a technical theological term for the invitation in common grace to believe in Christ, and the person’s acceptance of the gospel invitation.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the invitation to believe in Christ and the believer’s faith in Christ into a single whole and regards it as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the believer receives the action of being invited to believe in Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Each person in the sphere into which he was called,”

- is the nominative used as a vocative from the masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, which means “brethren” and refers to all members of the royal family.

- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “in this thing.”  Then we have the third person singular present active imperative from the verb MENW, which means “to remain, to stay.”


The present tense is a durative present for a condition or state, which began in the past at the moment of salvation and continues throughout your spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action of remaining in the status into which he was called.


The imperative mood is a command.

“must remain in this”

 - is the preposition PARA plus the locative of sphere/place from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “before God.”  “In 1 Cor 7:24, the meaning of  is not certain: let him remain in that position (to which he was called) before God; it is probably meant to remind the Christian of the One from whom he received a call to his earthly occupation, whatever it may be, and before whom therefore he cannot even have the appearance of inferiority.”

1 Cor 7:24 corrected translation
“Each person in the sphere into which he was called, brethren, must remain in this before God.”
Explanation:
1.  This is Paul’s summary principle concerning this issue in the spiritual life.

2.  In whatever sphere of life we find ourselves when we become believers, we should remain in that sphere until God makes a change.

3.  God constantly opens and shuts doors in our life for reasons we will not always know or understand this side of heaven.  But we do know and can be absolutely confident that when God shuts a door, it is for our own protection, our own good, and out of the motivation of His great love for us.

4.  God also opens doors in life for us to step through, if we so desire.  God never opens a door for us unless He has prepared us through doctrinal capacity to appreciate, enjoy, and do well in that new endeavor into which we are sent.

5.  God doesn’t expect or need us to constantly improve our lot in life.  That is human viewpoint thinking, and just a disguise for greed, inordinate ambition, and arrogance.  We could be the lowest paid laborer with a shovel in our hand when we believe in Christ and remain in that station in life until the day we die, and it would make no difference to God, as long as we learned doctrine and developed reciprocal love for God.

6.  When we believe in Christ, become positive to doctrine, and advance to spiritual maturity, God will bless and prosper us regardless of our station in life, what we do for a living, who or what we are economically, socially, or in any other category.  None of those things matter in the spiritual life or in our relationship to God.

7.  The key issue is the sphere of our relationship with God, not the sphere of our relationship to life.


a.  We live our live before God, not before men.


b.  We answer to God, not to men.


c.  We have a continuing relationship with God regardless of our sphere in life.


d.  Entrance into that relationship with God did not depend on our sphere of life, and continuation in that relationship with God does not depend on improving our sphere of life.


e.  God expects us to remain where we are.  If a change needs to be made, then He will make it; He will open the door, and it will be obvious when He does so.


f.  Self-promotion is no promotion.  God’s promotion is the only promotion.


g.  God will promote when and if we are ready for promotion, and not one moment sooner.


h.  In the meantime, we are not to crave anything in life other than to work hard and do our job as unto the Lord.


i.   There is nothing wrong with setting goals for yourself and then attaining those goals.  For example, if you are a student and your goal is to graduate from college and become a stock broker, get married, raise a family, etc., then that is a normal ambition, and there is nothing wrong with doing any of these things.


j.  Paul is concerned here with the person who is established in life in what they are doing, but has the problem of inordinate ambition, which constantly desires to be better than others in some way or fashion, so that material improvement of one’s lot in life takes precedence over the spiritual attainment of personal love for God and occupation with Christ.


k.   There is nothing wrong with owning, acquiring, and enjoying material possessions.  The problem is obsession with acquiring these things, and the motivation of having more in order to think you are better than others because you have them.

8.  Paul’s statement here is the execution of the principle: be content with what you have.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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