1 Corinthians 7:22
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- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun DOULOS, meaning “the slave.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “in the Lord” and referring to position in Christ or positional sanctification.  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist passive participle from the verb KALEW, which means “having been called.”


The aorist tense is culminative aorist, which looks at the action of believing in Christ in its entirety, but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results.


The passive voice indicates that certain people, who were already free, received the action of being invited to believe in Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.

“For the slave who was called in the Lord”

- is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun APELEUTHEROS, which means “a person who has previously been a slave but is now released from slavery - ‘the freedman, free person.’”
  Then we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the slave who believes in Christ produces the action of being the freedman of Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that all Church Age believers are the freedman of the Lord.

“is the freedman of the Lord.”

- is the comparative adverb HOMOIWS, which means “likewise, in a similar manner” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective ELEUTHEROS, which pertains “to a person who is not a slave, either one who has never been a slave or one who was a slave formerly but is no longer - ‘free person, free man.’”
  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist passive participle from the verb KALEW, which means “having been called.”


The aorist tense is culminative aorist, which looks at the action of believing in Christ in its entirety, but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results.


The passive voice indicates that certain people, who were already free, received the action of being invited to believe in Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.

“Likewise the free person who was called”

 - is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun DOULOS, which means “the slave.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this slavery.  It is the best slavery that has ever existed.   Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the freeman who believes in Christ produces the action of being the slave of Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that all Church Age believers are the slaves of Christ.

Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”  “The slave of God is equal to the subject to God, owned by him body and soul.”

1 Cor 7:22 corrected translation
“For the slave who was called in the Lord is the freedman of the Lord.  Likewise the free person who was called is the slave of Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  Related Scripture.


a.  Jn 8:32, “and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”

b.  Jn 8:36, “So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”


c.  Eph 6:6, “not on the basis of eye-service as men-pleasers, but as servants of Christ, executing the plan [doing the will] of God by means of the soul.”


d.  Col 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, do from the soul as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that you will receive for yourselves the reward of your inheritance.  You serve the Lord Christ.”


e.  1 Pet 2:16, “[Obey] as free men [spiritually], holding onto your [spiritual] freedom, that is, not as a cover for depravity [evil], but as God’s slaves.”

2.  When a person believes in Christ, they become the slave or servant of Christ.  They now work for Christ.  It does not matter what status you were in socially previous to faith in Christ.  Our social status does not carry over into the Christian life.

3.  There are no distinctions in the Christian life.  All who were slaves prior to salvation are now slaves of Christ.  All who were workers prior to salvation now work for Christ.  All who were free prior to faith in Christ are now the slaves, the servants, the workers of Christ.

4.  Faith in Christ frees us from slavery to the sin nature and provides for us true spiritual freedom to serve the Lord.

5.  Faith in Christ destroys the false freedom of the old sin nature to do what it wants and enslaves it to the true freedom of being able to love the Lord.

6.  God has given us spiritual freedom, so that from our own truly free will, we may enslave ourselves to the will of God and serve Him.

7.  Understanding the gospel and Bible doctrine provides the only true spiritual freedom that ever has or ever will exist.


a.  True freedom is in the soul, in what we think.


b.  True freedom is the Bible doctrine circulating in our thoughts.


c.  True freedom cannot be taken from us.  We can only lose it by our own free will decision to enslave ourselves to the lusts and desires of the sin nature.


d.  No unbeliever is ever free.  They are enslaved to the lusts and desires of the sin nature and do not even realize it or understand it.


e.  The unbeliever is freed from this slavery momentarily, when the Holy Spirit makes the gospel real to him or her in common grace.


f.  Once the unbeliever believes in Christ, they are immediately freed from slavery to the sin nature with its lusts, and receives the true spiritual freedom of the spiritual life.


g.  The believer can then exploit this freedom of being in union with Christ by spiritual advance.


h.  As we advance spiritually, we are then free to continue to execute the will of God, which is the most wonderful slavery any person could ever have.


i.  Our slavery to Christ guarantees the following:



(1)  He is responsible to feed, house, and cloth us.



(2)  He is responsible for providing us work to do.



(3)  He is responsible for our temporal and eternal life.



(4)  He is responsible for our rewards, recognition, and eternal blessings.


j.  Slavery to Christ is the greatest security and greatest happiness any creature could ever have.  No believer in the Old Testament was ever a slave of the Lord.  This is a unique status only for members of the royal family of God.
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