1 Corinthians 7:21




- is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun DOULOS, meaning “a slave.”  With this we have the second person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to call” and is used as a technical religious term for entrance into the spiritual life of the Church Age through faith in Christ.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the entire experience of common and efficacious grace, that is, receiving, understanding, and believing in Christ.


The passive voice indicates that certain believers received the action of believing in Christ, when they were in the status of slavery.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in simple questions to which there is a factual answer.

Literally this is really an ellipsis with the present active temporal participle of EIMI not expressed, so that it says, “While being a slave, were you called?”  We shorten this to an English idiom, “Were you called while a slave?” or “Were you called as a slave?”

“Were you called while a slave?”
- is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus dative of indirect object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  With this we have the third person singular present active imperative from the verb MELEI, which is the third person singular of , which is used impersonally and personally with the dative of the person, meaning it is a care or concern to someone.  It is used in an absolute sense in 1 Cor 7:21, meaning “never mind.”


The present tense is descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the believer who is a slave (worker) produces the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Literally this says, “Do not let this be a concern to you,” which is an idiom for “Stop being concerned.”
“Stop being concerned.”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” plus the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” plus the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact, indeed, really, certainly, or truly.”  Then we have the second person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “you are able.”


The present tense is a tendential present for what is contemplated or proposed but not yet actually taking place.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning the believer in slavery producing the action.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative, which are used in conditional clauses of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective ELEUTHEROS, which means “free.”  This is followed by the second person singular aorist deponent middle infinitive from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety with no reference to its progress or result.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning the believer, who is a slave, produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used after the verb DEI to complete its meaning.

“But if in fact you are able to become free,”

 - is the adverb of comparison MALLON, which means “for a better reason—rather, rather take advantage of it (i.e., either freedom or slavery).”
  Finally, we have the second person singular aorist deponent middle imperative from the verb CHRAOMAI, which means “to make use of, employ—with the dative something.  A dative is to be supplied with  make the most of, take advantage, of, 1 Cor 7:21, either  (so the Peshitta, Chrysostom, Theodoret, and many modern interpreters and translators, among the latter is the NRSV) or .”


The aorist tense is a dramatic aorist, which is used for emphasis or dramatic effect.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning the believer in slavery is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of permission.
1 Cor 7:21 corrected translation
“Were you called while a slave?  Stop being concerned.  But if in fact you are able to become free, rather take advantage of it.”
Explanation:
1.  “Were you called while a slave?  Stop being concerned.”

a.  This question is a rhetorical question of fact.  Paul knows that certain members of the Corinthian church were evangelized while in a state of slavery to someone else.  He knows because he was the one who evangelized them.


b.  In our society where there is not slavery, this would refer to those who work for others.  Hence, we would think of this question in terms of, “Did you become a believer in Christ while being a worker hired by someone else?”


c.  Slavery was far different in the Roman Empire than we think of slavery today.  Some slaves had great responsibility and authority and were treated very well and were highly paid.  In fact, some slaves had it so well that they chose of their own free will to become slaves for life.  By so doing, their masters had the responsibility to provide for them and their family until their death.


d.  Certainly, all slavery is evil and has always been evil, which is the major reason why the South lost the Civil War.  God will not tolerate slavery in a client nation.


e.  By 95 A.D. slavery was almost abolished within the Roman Empire, and Paul was writing about 55 A.D.  Slavery was on its way out.


f.  So Paul gives them the command to stop being concerned about being a slave or someone who has to work for someone else.


g.  Why?



(1)  Because God needs slaves as well as freemen to believe in Christ.



(2)  Because God needs slaves as well as freemen to be ambassadors for Christ.



(3)  Because God needs slaves as well as freemen to evangelize others.



(4)  Because God needs workers as well as management to be witnesses against Satan in his appeal trial.



(5)  Because there are no slaves or freemen in the royal family of God.

2.  “But if in fact you are able to become free, rather take advantage of it.”

a.  This is also a statement of fact.  Paul knows that many of these believers will have the opportunity to become freemen.


b.  Rather than remain as guaranteed workers for life and limit the spiritual possibilities for service, Paul advises these believers to take their freedom.


c.  Physical freedom is an advantage for the following reasons:



(1)  These believers are then free to become missionaries and take the gospel elsewhere.



(2)  These believers are then free to follow the geographical will of God and serve where God needs them the most.



(3)  These believers are then free to go to a local church in another city where accurate doctrine is being taught, if they need to.


d.  Physical freedom opens up opportunities in the spiritual life, but does not hinder the spiritual life.  A person can still reach spiritual maturity whether slave or free, but it is far easier to do so in the status of physical freedom.

3.  There are two kinds of freedom:  establishment and spiritual.


a.  Human (Temporal, Establishment) Freedom.



(1)  Establishment freedom is the heritage of physical birth, beginning with the imputation of human life at birth to the soul.




(a)  When God imputes human life to the soul and Adam's original sin to the old sin nature, He provides human freedom at the same time.



(b)  All members of the human race are born free in the sense that all are born with volition.



(c)  Therefore, under the principle of freedom, slavery is wrong.



(2)  Mankind was created by God and placed on the earth to resolve the prehistoric angelic conflict.  To this end, he was given freedom, with establishment as its protection.  Mankind has only one thing in common with angels, and that is freedom or free will.



(3)  Human freedom is the true environment for the function of man's volition.  It is the only real environment for the function of establishment freedom.



(4)  God has delegated establishment authority to command, to train, to prepare people for life, to employ, to teach, to act as an agent for a principle.



(5)  Freedom cannot exist without authority.  Authority without freedom is tyranny; freedom without authority is anarchy.  Both tyranny and anarchy destroy human freedom.



(6)  Temporal freedom is designed for the entire human race under the laws of divine establishment.  It is based on the function of human volition, privacy, and the sacredness of property and life.




(a)  Volition is legitimate self-determination.  It is exemption from necessity apart from human consent.  It is self-fulfillment.  It is exemption from arbitrary control or exploitation.




(b)  Privacy is the environment of human freedom.




(c)  Property is the expression of freedom.




(d)  Life, as well as property, is sacred.  Mankind must possess life to exercise and function under the principle of freedom.



(7)  The laws of divine establishment recognize the sacredness of privacy, property, and life as the means of functioning under temporal freedom.



(8)  Human freedom cannot exist or be effective apart from human responsibility.



(9)  Human freedom is for all believers and unbelievers in a nation.  Human freedom must be earned and deserved; therefore, it is not directly related to the grace plan of God in which you cannot earn or deserve anything.



(10)  Both the believer and unbeliever are responsible for human freedom.



(11)  Freedom in a nation is no more effective than the morality, virtue, and sense of responsibility in all of its citizens.  Morality is required of the unbeliever; virtue is required of the believer.  All citizens should have a personal sense of responsibility.



(12)  Human freedom is earned by the recognition of the laws of divine establishment.  It is preserved through the military establishment and law enforcement.



(13)  Human freedom demands separation of church and state.  Believers have no right to superimpose so-called ‘Christian laws’ on the state; that’s evil.



(14)  Human freedom demands separation of the military and state.  The United States is one of the few countries that recognize this principle.  Hence, our military has always been subordinate to our civilian government, which is a great protection against military dictatorships.



(15)  Human freedom demands separation of law enforcement and the state.



(16)  Human freedom demands separation of business enterprise and the state.  This separation is crucial to the full function of free enterprise, without which there is no successful economy.  Every business, unless it is criminal, has every right to be successful, to make as much money as possible, and to be efficient.


(17)  Human freedom is purchased by military victory against enemies outside the state, and by successful law enforcement against criminals who are enemies inside the state.


b.  Spiritual Freedom.


(1)  Just as establishment freedom is the heritage of physical birth, so spiritual freedom is the heritage of the new birth or regeneration.  2 Cor 3:17-18, “Now the Lord is the Spirit [God the Holy Spirit is deity], and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  But we all, with an unveiled face looking into a mirror to produce a reflection of the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into that same image from glory to glory, as it were from the Spirit of the Lord.”



(a)  Spiritual freedom is the environment for all believers to execute the unique spiritual life of all time.




(b)  The believer must never use his spiritual freedom to endanger or hurt the divine blessings which accompany such freedom.




(c)  The believer must use his spiritual freedom to attain the two tactical and two strategic objectives of the spiritual life: a personal sense of destiny, spiritual maturity, occupation with Christ, and Pleroma status.


(2)  Spiritual freedom is for believers only.  It is the function of spiritual freedom that is the basis for the execution of the protocol plan of God for the Church.



(3)  The function of spiritual freedom is based on cognition and utilization of the spiritual skills: the filling of the Spirit, metabolized doctrine in the stream of consciousness, and the problem solving devices.



(4)  Human freedom cannot exist or be effective without human responsibility.  This is also true of spiritual freedom; we have responsibility.



(a)  First, we cannot have spiritual freedom without making the decision to believe in Christ.



(b)  Thereafter, we must make thousands of daily decisions to live the spiritual life, under the enabling power of the Holy Spirit and momentum from metabolized doctrine.  Spiritual freedom only exists in the spiritual life.



(5)  You get a taste of spiritual freedom at salvation.  The moment you believe in Christ, the Holy Spirit enters you into the spiritual life, the only place of spiritual freedom.  When you sin, you no longer have spiritual freedom because you are in Satan’s dungeon.



(6)  Spiritual freedom is the basis for equal opportunity for every Church Age believer to execute the protocol plan of God for the Church.



(7)  Spiritual freedom is destroyed by the function of the arrogance skills: self-justification, self-deception, self-absorption, and self-gratification.


(8)  The believer can live and function without temporal freedom, but he cannot execute the protocol plan of God without spiritual freedom.


c.  Spiritual Freedom without Temporal Freedom.


(1)  The USA is a client nation to God with freedom orientation.



(2)  However, we live in a world of nations who are power-oriented rather than freedom-oriented, and they function under principles of tyranny.



(3)  Whether a Christian lives under a government of freedom or tyranny, he still possesses the spiritual life at salvation and the higher freedom of spiritual freedom.  Therefore, he can execute the protocol plan of God whether he lives in a nation and environment of freedom or of tyranny.



(4)  There are believers without temporal freedom in communist countries, yet they are still free to fulfill the plan of God.  God makes special provision under logistical grace to keep them alive to execute His plan.



(5)  For example, a positive believer in communist China can advance to maturity, because he has the spiritual freedom to do so.  If he has positive volition, God will provide the information.



(6)  Actually, spiritual freedom can coexist with either temporal freedom or tyranny, because spiritual freedom is the private state of the believer residing in his own palace.



(7)  Spiritual freedom can actually function with or without human freedom.  Some of the greatest believers in the Roman Empire were slaves with very limited or no human freedom.  But in the spiritual life, they advanced to spiritual maturity under spiritual freedom and became great believers in the Roman Empire.



(8)  However, most believers today are not using their spiritual freedom.  They are functioning in cosmic one, grieving the Spirit, preoccupied with themselves in arrogance, and functioning in cosmic two, quenching the Spirit, carried away with their own intellect and occupied with other people.  As a result, this great spiritual freedom of the Church Age is being rejected.


d.  Spiritual Freedom versus Temporal Freedom.



(1)  Only spiritual freedom can fulfill the protocol plan of God.  Human freedom depends upon the work of man, but spiritual freedom is a part of the riches of God’s grace.



(2)  Human freedom depends upon human works; spiritual freedom depends on the filling of the Spirit.



(3)  Many wonderful works have been performed to protect our human freedom under the principle of freedom through military victory.  Many police officers have dedicated their lives to our human freedom.  Though these are good and honorable human works, they are still human works.  Your human freedom doesn't depend on you, but on a lot of other people, such as the police officer, the judge on the bench, good government administrators, good lawmakers, good supreme courts, your neighbors, and all citizens.



(4)  The Constitution of the United States is one of the greatest documents in all of human history.  It guarantees our ‘religious freedom’.  But even religious freedom is not spiritual freedom.  Religious freedom is the freedom to worship as you please, to accept and believe in Christ or to reject Him.  This means you are free to be involved in any religious sect or organization.  All this is actually a part of human freedom.



(5)  Spiritual freedom cannot be guaranteed by the Constitution.  Spiritual freedom can only be guaranteed by your own positive volition toward Bible doctrine, and by your residence, function, and momentum in the spiritual life.



(6)  Therefore, spiritual freedom is the monopoly of the believer in Christ.  It exists only in the spiritual life.  You walk into spiritual freedom when you believe in Christ.


e.  Summary.



(1)  Establishment freedom is the heritage of physical birth.  Spiritual freedom is the heritage of regeneration.



(2)  Spiritual freedom can function with or without establishment freedom, depending upon the circumstances of life.  Establishment freedom or lack of it is related to public modus operandi in the nation, while spiritual freedom is invisible.  It is related to the privacy of your royal priesthood under the filling of the Holy Spirit and the metabolization of doctrine.



(3)  Establishment freedom is based on human morality and virtue, both in thinking and action as illustrated by the function of law enforcement and the military establishment.



(4)  Spiritual freedom is non-meritorious, because it is related to the divine initiative of antecedent grace in eternity past and the provision in time of the four spiritual mechanics: the filling of the Spirit, metabolization of doctrine, function of the problem solving devices, and execution of the spiritual life.



(5)  Establishment freedom recognizes the principle that freedom without authority is anarchy and authority without freedom is tyranny.  Freedom is the virtue of its people and the integrity of its authority.




(a)  Human freedom emphasizes self-determination in the function of human volition, and takes responsibility for one’s own decisions.




(b)  Therefore, human freedom demands a personal sense of responsibility in all citizens, believers and unbelievers, and subordination to all legitimate authority in life.




(c)  Human freedom is relative, based on the type of government and the policy of a nation or empire for its citizens.




(d)  Human freedom is a merit system, which depends on law enforcement, self-restraint, self-discipline, thoughtfulness of others, and freedom through military victory.  Human freedom is no stronger than the thinking or mental attitude of leadership at the local, state, and national levels.



(6)  Therefore, spiritual freedom is an absolute.  The carnal Christian does not have spiritual freedom; only the believer who is said to be spiritual has spiritual freedom.



(7)  The greatest decision of human freedom is to believe in Jesus Christ for salvation.  However spiritual freedom, by way of contrast, requires that you make constant decisions to live your very own spiritual life.

4.  Spiritual freedom is the heritage of the Church Age believer.  There is no more dramatic passage in the Bible than the principle of spiritual freedom found in 2 Cor 3:17-18, “(Now the Lord is the Spirit.  And where the Spirit from the Lord [is], [there is] freedom.)   But we all, seeing as in a mirror the glory of the Lord with an unveiled face, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory as it were by the Spirit of the Lord.”
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