1 Corinthians 7:2




- is the postpositive adversative use of the conjunctive particle DE, meaning “But,” followed by the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine plural article and noun PORNEIA, meaning “because of sexual immorality.”

“But because of sexual immorality”

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, used as a substantive, meaning “each one, each person, or each man.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun GUNĒ with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “one’s own wife.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active imperative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple event without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that each man produces the action.


The imperative mood in the third person singular here is an imperative of permission, which is used to give consent to the request or desire of another.  Paul is giving consent to the desire of the male believers in Corinth to marry if they so desire.

“each man may have his own wife”

 - is the simple connective use of KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective HEKASTOS, used as a substantive and meaning “each woman.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun ANĒR with the adjective IDIOS, meaning “one’s own husband.”  Finally we have the third person singular present active imperative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple event without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that each woman produces the action.


The imperative mood in the third person singular here is an imperative of permission, which is used to give consent to the request or desire of another.  Paul is giving consent to the desire of the female believers in Corinth to marry if they so desire.

“and each woman may have her own husband.”
1 Cor 7:2 corrected translation
“But because of sexual immorality each man may have his own wife and each woman may have her own husband.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul states the opposite principle from the previous verse.  In the previous verse, he authorized Christians to remain unmarried, if they so desired.  In this verse, he authorizes Christians to become married, if they so desire.

2.  Marriage is a far better situation for those who cannot control the desires of their sin nature in the area of sex than engaging in sexual immorality.

3.  In fact, the solution to sexual lust is true love.  This solution comes in five stages:


a.  The believer must be filled with the Spirit.  This is always the solution to the problem of temptation from the old sin nature.  The filling of the Spirit is a free will choice of the believer.  Rebound is the solution to sin, but the filling of the Spirit is the solution to temptation.  The filling of the Spirit is what motivates us to resist temptation.


b.  The believer must attain a personal sense of destiny.  No one should marry until they have a thorough understanding of God’s will for their life.  If God’s will for your life is to not marry, then getting married only distracts you from fulfillment of God’s plan for your life.  Therefore, we should attain a personal sense of destiny and understanding of God’s plan for our lives before we even think about getting married.


c.  The believer must develop personal love for God.  We must love God in return for His great love for us.  This is the reciprocal love of the spiritual life, without which we are going nowhere in marriage anyway.  As goes our relationship with God, so goes our marriage.  If we cannot love God, who has done infinitely more than all we could ask or imagine, how can we love another person, who has an old sin nature and will fail from time to time?


d.  The believer must develop impersonal love for all mankind.  Two people cannot live together without the ability to forgive each other.  Forgiveness does not come from personal love for someone else; it comes from one’s own integrity and virtue.  If we cannot demonstrate impersonal love for others who we know and do not know, then we will not be able to demonstrate impersonal love for someone we love personally.


e.  The believer must develop capacity for true, genuine personal love for others.  Genuine love comes from the virtue and values of the spiritual life of the Church Age.  All other personal “love” in the human race is based on what the other person can do for you.  Genuine love is based upon what you can do for the person you love.  Genuine love can be developed by the unbeliever, who has developed virtue and values from adherence to the laws of divine establishment.  The believer can only develop personal love for others from learning, understanding, comprehending, remembering, believing, and applying Bible doctrine.

4.  So Paul states the importance of the principle of marriage for those who have a strong desire for sex.  Sex in marriage is never a sin, as long as the kind of sex they engage in is agreed upon by both parties.  Married people do engage in sexual immorality with each other.  This is true anytime one partner forces the other person to do something they do not want to do.

5.  Notice that the imperative of entreaty is translated “may do such and such.”  Paul is not giving a command to get married, but suggesting this as a better status than burning with lust to have sex, and then giving in to the temptation and getting out of fellowship.
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