1 Corinthians 7:16




- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who, what,” but when used “in an exclamation it means how!”
  Then we have the second person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “you know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.


The active voice indicates that the Christian wife in a mixed marriage produces the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which may be used in a simple question that can be answered.

This is followed by the vocative feminine singular from the noun GUNĒ, meaning “O wife.”

“For how do you know, O wife,”

- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” but “when used in indirect questions, it means whether.”
  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article used as a second person personal pronoun “your” and noun ANĒR, meaning “husband.”  Then we have the second person singular future active indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “to save.”


The future tense is deliberative future, which is used in questions to ask about the possibility or desirability of a proposed action.


The active voice indicates that the Christian wife might produce this action in the future.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, used in simple questions that can be answered.

“whether you will save your husband?”

- is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “Or” plus the interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who, what” but when used “in an exclamation it means how!”
  Then we have the second person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “you know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.


The active voice indicates that the Christian husband in a mixed marriage produces the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which may be used in a simple question that can be answered.

Then we have the vocative masculine singular from the noun ANĒR, meaning “O husband.”

“Or how do you know, O husband,”

 - is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” but “when used in indirect questions, it means whether.”
  With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article used as a second person personal pronoun “your” and noun GUNĒ, meaning “wife.”  Finally, we have the second person singular future active indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “to save.”


The future tense is deliberative future, which is used in questions to ask about the possibility, desirability of a proposed action.


The active voice indicates that the Christian husband might produce this action in the future.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, used in simple questions that can be answered.
1 Cor 7:16 corrected translation
“For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your husband?  Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?”
Explanation:
1.  This verse gives us the most important reason for a Christian remaining in a mixed marriage—they have the opportunity to evangelize their unbelieving spouse.

2.  How does the husband evangelize his unbelieving wife?


a.  He provides the spiritual leadership in the marriage.


b.  This means never being a spiritual bully.


c.  You never force your wife to do anything; you lead her where she doesn’t want to go by motivating her to go there of her own free will.


d.  First, you must grow up spiritually yourself, and establish the virtue and values, which produce enduring devotion and faithfulness toward her.


e.  No woman will follow a man she does not respect.


f.  No woman automatically respects a man.  You must earn her respect.


g.  You earn a woman’s respect by consecrating her above all other women, being totally faithful to her in all things, showing unconditional impersonal love toward her when necessary, and forgiving her no matter what she does wrong as Christ has forgiven you.


h.  All of this is a part of your personal love for her and enduring devotion to her.


i.  This kind of love is irresistible to a woman.


j.  When a woman sees this kind of honor and integrity in a man, she will do anything for him, and she will listen to everything he has to say.


k.  This provides many opportunities for you to share the gospel with her.


l.  Your manner of life toward her will demonstrate to her that you have something that she doesn’t have and would like to have.  She will want to know what it is and how you got it.


m.  Your reciprocal love for God will manifest itself in a fantastic personal love for her.  She will see your happiness, tranquility, relaxed mental attitude, and virtue, and want to those things herself.


n.  Then and only then will you be able to lead her to the Lord of her own free will.

3.  How does the wife evangelize her unbelieving husband?


a.  She does not provide the spiritual leadership in the marriage.  To do so is a disaster.  Most Christian women try to do this, and immediately antagonize their husbands toward the gospel.


b.  You cannot nag or bully your husband into faith in Christ.  This only results in alienating him from the gospel.


c.  You cannot lead your husband anywhere.  He has to decide for himself what he wants, where he wants to go, and how he wants to get there.  (This is why men don’t ask for directions.)  You can motivate him to want the gospel, but it is done without you telling him what he must do.


d.  First, you must grow up spiritually yourself, and establish the virtue and values of the spiritual life of the Church Age.


e.  This will result in complete and total respect for the Lord Jesus Christ.


f.  Without respect for the Lord Jesus Christ, no woman has the capacity to respect her husband.  The highest love a woman can have is respect.  Men want this respect more than anything else, and when they see it being given to God, they want that same respect toward themselves.


g.  The wife obeys the man as unto the Lord, is considerate of him at all times, shows deference and partiality toward him in all things, honors him in every way, shows unconditional impersonal love toward him when necessary, and forgives him no matter what he does wrong as Christ has forgiven her.


h.  All of this is a part of your personal love for him and respect for him.


i.  This kind of love is irresistible to a man.


j.  When a man sees this kind of honor and integrity in a woman, he will do anything for her, and will listen to everything she has to say.


k.  This provides many opportunities for her to share the gospel.


l.  Your manner of life toward him will demonstrate to him that you have something that he doesn’t have and would like to have.  He will want to know what it is and how you got it.


m.  Your reciprocal love for God will manifest itself in a fantastic personal love for him.  He will see your happiness, tranquility, relaxed mental attitude, and virtue, and want to have those things himself.


n.  Then and only then will you be able to lead him to the Lord of his own free will.

4.  But if the Christian does not have these virtues and values from the spiritual life and cannot demonstrate them in their marriage, then the chances of evangelizing your spouse are minimal.  Someone else may be able to do it, but you will have difficulty.  Why?  Because they get to live with your old sin nature everyday.

5.  This is why Paul gave the previous injunction to let the unbelieving spouse leave if they want to leave.  If the unbelieving spouse has had enough of your old sin nature, then they will want to leave, and you should let them go, because they will have a much better chance at salvation without you.

6.  But if the unbelieving spouse wants to stay in the marriage, it is probably because they haven’t had enough of your virtue and values and want to stick around so they can enjoy more of you.  This will provide continuing opportunity for you to evangelize them in the right way—by your personal love for God and unconditional impersonal love toward them.
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