1 Corinthians 6:7




- is the adverb ĒDĒ, “used to denote logical proximity and immediateness.  In Mt 5:28 and 1 Cor 6:7 it approaches the sense really.”
  With this we have the Attic Greek particle MEN, which is used to denote contrast when used with other particles and emphasis when used alone, as here.  It can be translated “indeed.”


Some texts do not include the word OUN.  As to the worthiness of the construction MEN OUN in the text, it is attested by equally good texts for both including or not including it.  Therefore, the decision must be based upon Paul’s style.  Paul uses this construction in both 1 Cor 9:25 and Phil 2:23.  It is also found five times in Acts, and certainly Luke was linguistically influenced by Paul’s manner of writing and speaking.  In addition, this statement is a summary principle of the previous questions, which would naturally call for an inferential OUN to introduce the summary.  Therefore, we must conclude that OUN is part of the text.  Finally, we have the adverb of time HOLWS, which means “generally speaking, actually, or everywhere;”
 but also means “completely.”

- is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun HĒTTĒMA, which means “a loss, a failure, or a defeat.”  With this we have the dative of disadvantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for you.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “it is.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in Corinth.


The active voice indicates that the lawsuit crazy Corinthians were defeating themselves by their own actions.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that the Corinthians were winning in court, but losing in the spiritual life.

“Therefore it is really indeed completely a defeat for you”

- is the casual use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun KRIMA, which means “legal disputes; lawsuits.”  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The present tense is a durative present for what has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians are producing the action of taking each other to court over any and everything—very much what is going on in America today and is getting worse all the time.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition META with the genitive of association from the reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “with one another; with each other” in the sense of fighting “against each other.”

“because you continue to have lawsuits against one another.”

- is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, which literally means “because of what; for what reason” but is used “in direct questions, meaning why? And is found in many passages (Mt 9:11, 14; 13:10; 15:2f; 17:19; 21:25; Mk 2:18; 11:31; Lk 5:30; 19:23, 31; 20:5; 24:38; Jn 7:45; 8:43, 46; 12:5; 13:37; Act 5:3; 1 Cor 6:7; Rev 17:7.)”
  With this we have the emphatic negative OUCHI, meaning “not” plus the adverb of comparison MALLON, meaning “rather in the sense instead (of something) following a negative.”
  Then we have the second person plural present passive indicative from the verb ADIKEW, which means “to be treated unjustly; to suffer injustice; to be wronged.”


The present tense is a tendential present for what Paul purposes, but is not yet taking place.


The passive voice indicates that the Corinthian believers would receive this action from their fellow-believers.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.
 - is the construct DIA TI again, meaning “why” plus the negative OUCHI and the comparative adverb MALLON, meaning “not rather” or “not instead.”  Finally, we have the second person plural present passive indicative from the verb APOSTEREW, which means “to be robbed, defrauded, deprived, or suffer loss.”


The present tense is a tendential present for what Paul purposes, but is not yet taking place.


The passive voice indicates that the Corinthian believers would receive this action from their fellow-believers.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.
1 Cor 6:7 corrected translation
“Therefore it is really indeed completely a defeat for you, because you continue to have lawsuits against one another.  Why not instead be treated unjustly?  Why not instead be defrauded?”
Explanation:
1.  If you have to take another believer into court because of a wrong they have done to you, then you have already been defeated in your spiritual life.

2.  You are designed by God in your spiritual life to solve problems without having to depend on any other human being, such as a judge, a jury, and a lawyer.

3.  God has given us the filling of the Spirit, doctrine in the soul, personal love for Him, and occupation with Christ to deal with all of the injustices of life.

4.  Life is full of injustices.  This is Satan’s world, and Satan and his cosmic system influence many believers.

5.  Therefore, it should not be a shock or a surprise that carnal believers are under the influence of Satan and his cosmic system.

6.  Since many believers are greedy, have an inordinate love of money, and lust for the things, which others have, it is reasonable to believe that you will eventually run into one or more of these types in your lifetime.

7.  God permits you to encounter these carnal believers, so that He can test you to see if you believe in his doctrine more than the injustice done to you.

8.  What doctrine must you believe?  “Why not instead be treated unjustly?  Why not instead be defrauded?”

9.  God never tests us beyond what we are able to bear or endure.

10.  God never tests us until we have first had the opportunity to learn the doctrine necessary to pass the test.  The Corinthians had already learned enough doctrine that they should not be failing this test.  Their failure to pass this test is a manifestation of their neglect of doctrinal teaching or rejection of the doctrine, which is a natural result of their divisions and factions in the church.

11.  God will permit someone to defraud you, cheat you, steal from you, be completely unjust to you to see if Bible doctrine and your relationship with and love for God is more important than what you have or what you want.  The issue is very simple: do you want what God wants, or what you want?  Which is more important to you?

12.  When we react to injustice, we have failed in the spiritual life.  Our spiritual life is designed to make us respond to the love and grace of God rather than react to the injustices of life.

13.  God expects us to demonstrate this to others in life.  There is nothing more powerful as a witness to the love of God, than a believer demonstrating his unconditional impersonal love and grace toward others.

14.  This is why Paul asks the two rhetorical questions at the end of the verse.  We should allow ourselves to be treated unjustly, so that we can love others from our integrity and virtue just as God loved us from His integrity and virtue.

15.  This was the ultimate witness of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross.  Rom 5:8, “God demonstrated his love toward us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died as a substitute for us.”

16.  Our Lord allowed Himself to be treated unjustly, so that the love of God for all mankind might be manifest to the maximum.  He was treated unjustly that the love of God might be proven to be greater, stronger, and far more important than injustice, unfairness, or revenge motivation.

17.  This is a major issue in the angelic conflict and in testimony before the Supreme Court of Heaven.  The love of God must be demonstrated in the angelic conflict to be far greater than any injustice.  We have the opportunity to demonstrate this every time we are treated unfairly.  Therefore, why not rather be treated unfairly.

18.  The second rhetorical question deals with the problem of others cheating you out of your wealth, property, money, etc.


a.  This principle was first taught by our Lord, when He said in Mt 5:39-40, “But I say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.  If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat also.”


b.  This passage refers to the millennial reign of Christ, when everyone will have so much prosperity, that the loss of any material thing will be easily replaced.


c.  So how does this concept apply to the Church Age?


d.  First and foremost, you have a right to protect your family and yourself from criminal activity.  No one has the right to steal from you, rob you, or defraud you.


e.  You should always protect yourself from this type of activity.


f.  If you are defrauded, stolen from, robbed, and the person is caught, then they should be made to restore your property to you, if that is possible.


g.  If someone defrauds you, and it will not seriously affect your life or your ability to provide for your family, then let yourself be defrauded.


h.  It is not worth the loss of your spiritual life to seek revenge against someone who has wronged you.  Our spiritual life is far more valuable than any amount of wealth in this world.

19.  Conclusion.


a.  If we react to injustice, we are defeated spiritually.


b.  If we react to someone trying to cheat us, we are defeated spiritually.


c.  If we react to some criminal activity against us, we are defeated spiritually.


d.  If we react to anything from Satan’s cosmic system, we are defeated spiritually.


e.  The only way we win spiritually is by unconditional impersonal love toward the unjust and the criminal through our motivation of personal love for God and occupation with Christ.


f.  And remember that self-defense is your God-given right.  But defend yourself without seeking revenge.
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