1 Corinthians 6:20




- is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the second person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb AGORAZW, which means “buy, acquire as property of believers, for whom Christ has paid the price with his blood (with the genitive of price) “For you were bought for a price.”
 Then we have the adverbial genitive of measure (which can be extent of time or price) from the feminine singular noun TIMĒ, which means “for a price, value.”  The price was the spiritual death of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross as a substitute for us.

“For you were bought for a price.”
- is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb DOXAZW, which means “to praise, honor, magnify; glorify someone.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers our entire spiritual life into a single whole.


The active voice indicates that we can and should produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

With this we have the postpositive particle DĒ (also found in Lk 2:15; Acts 6:3, 13:2, 15:36), which is used “with exhortations or commands, to give them greater urgency, now, then, therefore.”
  Dana and Mantey in their A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament state on p. 261, “Robertson says aptly concerning this particle: ‘It is climacteric and indicates that the point is now at last clear and may be assumed as true (p. 1149)” and suggest the meaning “by all means.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to each member of the Trinity.

“Now by all means honor [praise, magnify, glorify] God”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place and instrumental of manner from the neuter singular article and noun SWMA plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU.  The locative of place indicates the place where we honor and glorify God and the instrumental of manner indicates the manner in which we honor and glorify God “in or with our body.”  The body is used here figuratively for the spiritual life of the believer.

1 Cor 6:20 corrected translation
“For you were bought for a price.  Now by all means honor [praise, magnify, glorify] God in your body.”
Explanation:
1.  “For you were bought for a price.”

a.  The coin of the realm used to pay this purchase price was the spiritual death of Christ on the Cross.


b.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Acts 20:28, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”


(2)  1 Cor 7:23, “You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men.”


(3)  1 Pet 1:18-19, “knowing that not with perishable things, like silver or gold, you have been redeemed from your worthless manner of life handed down from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ as from an unblemished and spotless lamb.”


(4)  2 Pet 2:1, “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves.”


(5)  Rev 5:9, “And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.’”
2.  “Now by all means honor [praise, magnify, glorify] God in your body.”

a.  Paul comes to his final conclusion.


b.  He urgently requests that the Corinthians (and by extension all of us) honor, praise, magnify, and glorify God in how we live our spiritual lives.


c.  This is more than just a conclusion.  It is a command, an urgent request to do something right now and not wait till a later time.


d.  What the Corinthians did with their physical bodies was a reflection of how they were living their spiritual life.  This is always true in a nation on the decline or believers who are trying to get out of perpetual carnality or reversionism.  Paul specifically wanted the Corinthians to stopping get involved in the demon temple worship of fornication and prostitution, and instead honor and glorify God by living the spiritual life He had provided for them. 


e.  All Church Age believers have the opportunity to live their spiritual lives in such a manner that God is honored, praised, magnified, and glorified.


f.  God is honored when we value what He thinks and wants more than what we think and want.


g.  God is praised when we do what God asks with full trust and confidence in Him.


h.  God is magnified when His word is more important to us than anyone else in life.


i.  God is glorified when we use all the assets He has provided for us and we are motivated to execute His plan, will, and purpose for our lives because we love Him.


j.  These things don’t happen because we don’t drink or smoke or watch what we eat, but because we have developed a system of virtue and values in our soul that lines up with the thinking and values of God.


k.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Rom 12:1-3, “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the grace blessings from the justice of God, that you place your bodies under orders as a living, holy sacrifice.  This is well pleasing to our God—your rational and spiritual worship.  Also, stop being molded to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind [renovation of your thought], that you may prove what the will of God is, namely, the good, the well pleasing, and the complete.  Stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity for the purpose of being rational without illusion, as God has assigned to each one a standard of thinking from doctrine.”


(2)  Phil 1:20, “according to my intense concentration [on doctrine] and resultant confidence, that in nothing shall I be disgraced, but with integrity [spiritual maturity], even now as always, Christ shall be exalted in my person, whether by life or by death.”
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