1 Corinthians 6:15




- is the strong objective negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” with the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know, understand, or recognize.”


The perfect tense is perfect in form but functions as a present tense.  Paul is asking if the Corinthians have not learned something in the past and recognize now that something is true.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians are expected to have produced this action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions in which factual information can answer the question.

Then we have the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” which indicates the content of what the Corinthians are suppose to know, understand, and recognize.

“Do you not understand that”

- is the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and the noun SWMA, which means “bodies” plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  The subject is “your bodies.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter plural noun MELOS, which means “members, parts” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ” or “Christ’s.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.  This is also a gnomic present for a universal truth once a person believes in Christ.


The active voice indicates that any one who believes in Christ produces the action of being a member or part of Him.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“your bodies are Christ’s members?”

- is the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the nominative first person masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb AIRW, which means “lift up, pick up and carry away; to take away, remove; blot out, destroy; put away, sweep away.”  Figuratively it means “to take,” in order to make something out of the object.


The first person nominative masculine singular is an editorial “I” referring to any person who is a part of the body of Christ.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the point of time when any one takes their physical body and joins it to something to which it does not belong—in this case to a prostitute or harlot.


The active voice indicates that anyone in the body of Christ is capable of producing this action.


The participle is circumstantial.

- is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun MELOS, meaning “the members” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ’s members.”

“Therefore, taking Christ’s members,”

- is the first person singular future active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, to make, or accomplish.”


The tense is either a future or aorist tense (both forms are identical).  Here we have a deliberative future, which is used in questions that asks about the desirability of a proposed action.  In this case, the proposed action is highly undesirable.


The active voice indicates that Paul hypothetically is producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun MELOS, meaning “members” plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun PORNĒ, meaning “prostitute or harlot.”  This is reference to the demon-cult prostitutes, who practiced their trade at the pagan temples in Corinth as a part of the worship of the demon idols.  We have a double accusative here, with the accusative of persons “them” implied.

“shall I make [them] members of a demon-cult prostitute?”

 - is the subjective negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist deponent middle optative from the verb GINOMAI, which is an idiom of “strong negation, in Paul only after rhetorical questions “by no means far from it, God forbid;” literally, ‘may it not be’ Lk 20:16; Rom 3:4, 6, 31; 6:2, 15; 7:7, 13; 9:14; 11:1, 11; 1 Cor 6:15; Gal 2:17; 3:21.”
  A Greek idiom cannot be translated literally, and must be translated with an English idiom.  Therefore, something like “Absolutely not!” would be an appropriate meaning.
1 Cor 6:15 corrected translation
“Do you not understand that your bodies are Christ’s members?  Therefore, taking Christ’s members, shall I make [them] members of a demon-cult prostitute?  Absolutely not!”
Explanation:
1.  Kittel has a good summary of the subject ‘the members of Christ’, “In Paul the members are not under our autonomous control but are responsible to the Creator.  We are set in a conflict, which involves the members, since they may be instruments of either iniquity or righteousness (Rom 6:11-12, 19).  Sin needs the members of the mortal body in order to actualize itself.  The members are its slaves.  Christ, however, has brought liberation and set them in a new service.  It may be noted that the reference here is to all the members; Paul makes no ascetic differentiation. The slavery of the members to sin brings no profit; it issues in death, which is the heavy destiny of being in the flesh (6:21; 7:5).  Sin imposes its will on our members even against our better knowledge (7:23).  The reference to the member shows that it is the real person who is sinning in concrete acts of sin.  Yet the new sanctification in Christ also consists of concrete acts of righteousness by the members, which demonstrate the justifying faith that gives the members a new master.  In Rom 12:4-5 and 1 Cor 12:12 Paul compares the community to a body and its members.  The underlying thought here is not that of an integrated organism, as in Greek thinking; the stress is on the functions of the members, as in the OT.  The unity of body and members is the ongoing act of God’s creative will (1 Cor 12:18).  Because God confers this unity, no member can argue that it does not belong (vv. 15ff.).  Each has its own function, thus giving richness to the body.  From the very first, the body at issue here is the body of Christ. Along with national, religious, or social differences, there are functional differences according to the spiritual gifts, but the creative Spirit permeates the whole as life does the body and unites the different members, so that they suffer and rejoice together (v. 26).  In virtue of their common life in the Spirit, the members are Christ’s body.  Yet individuality remains: ‘You are the body of Christ, and individually members of it’ (v. 27).  Unity is already present, so that the great need is not to achieve integration but to avoid arrogance (Rom 12:3).  We belong together as we belong to Christ (12:5).  We are to work this out in our different functions (12:4).  It is not that Christ is one body of which we are members, but that we are one body in Christ and hence members of one another.  As persons, the members themselves have bodies, so that these can be called Christ’s members in 1 Cor 6:15.  Christ does his work through the bodies of Christians.  As natural bodies, these will be destroyed, but as bodies that are meant for the Lord (and the Lord for them) they are appointed to resurrection (6:13-14).  To give the body to a harlot is to take it from the Lord and make it a member of the harlot in a carnal relation that stands in sharp contrast to the spiritual relation to Christ (vv. 16-17).  The fact that believers are one spirit with Christ shows that what is said transcends the limits of the comparison to the body and its members. On the other hand, this comparison serves a useful purpose and cannot be arbitrarily replaced.”

2.  What does it mean to be “members of Christ?”


a.  We are in union with Christ.  This is identified many times in the New Testament in the phrase “in Christ.”


b.  The body metaphor is used many times by Paul to teach this principle.  This is especially true in chapter twelve of this epistle.


c.  Being in union with Christ, we are all members of his body and members one with another.


d.  Therefore, each of us is important and cannot and will not ever be rejected by Christ.  This is a part of the doctrine of eternal security.


e.  At the moment any person believes in Christ, God the Holy Spirit makes that person a member of the body of Christ.


f.  The body of Christ is a spiritual body rather than a physical body.  No member of this spiritual body is ever lost.


g.  Since we are members of the spiritual body, we have no business being involved in carnality.  Our spiritual body has nothing to do with the spiritually dead physical body.


h.  This is why we must receive a new body, a new physical body that has no genetically formed old sin nature.  Therefore, we will receive a resurrection body, which is a physical body without a sin nature.

3.  Paul then takes this metaphor and makes an analogy to one of the major problems in the Corinthian church.


a.  The Corinthians came from a culture that was heavily involved in demon worship through the demon cult worship of the goddess of sex in the Corinthian temple.


b.  The Corinthian religion was to go to the temple and participate in the worship service, which involved having sex with one of the temple prostitutes.  There were male and female, adult and child prostitutes, and they were available for both males and females, which fostered homosexuality and lesbianism.  You paid the appropriate “offering” and then could choose the prostitute of your choice.  This was nothing more than sex for hire.


c.  The problem was that this was considered the means by which you worshipped the female goddess of sex, and was nothing more than a function of the phallic cult.



(1)  The phallic cult is part of licentious reversionism and is referred to in 2 Cor 12:21; Eph 4:19, 5:5; Col 3:5; Rev 2:14, 20-23.



(2)  Phallic reversionism is related to demonism.  Licentiousness is related to demonism through idolatry.  Therefore, it was forbidden by God to Israel in Ex 20:3, 23, 23:24; Deut 4:28, 5:7, 6:14, 7:16, 8:19.  No nation survives the spread of the phallic cult.



(3)  Israel was a client nation from the Exodus until AD 70.  Ex 19:4-6, “Then you will be My own special treasure among all the peoples... and you shall be a kingdom of priests, a holy nation.”  This explains the universal priesthood of the believer in the Church Age, since the function of the Gentile client nation depends on the number of royal priests in that nation who attain maturity.



(4)  The Phallic cult is closely related to idolatry.




(a)  Idolatry is the subject of the first two commandments in the Decalogue.  Idolatry is the enemy of freedom.  The first commandment prohibits mental idolatry, Deut 5:6-7; the second prohibits overt idolatry, Deut 5:8-10.




(b)  Therefore, idolatry begins in the mind before there is overt idolatry, Jud 2:10-13; Ezek 14:7.




(c)  Scar tissue of the soul and cosmic involvement precedes the operation of idolatry, Rom 1:18-25.




(d)  Idolatry is often called spiritual adultery because it is unfaithfulness to the Lord, Jer 3:8-10; Ezek 16:23-46, 23:24-30; Rev 17:1-5.




(e)  Idolatry is also the basis for contacting demons, and coming under demon influence or demon possession, Zech 10:2.  The believer can only be under demon influence through false doctrine; he cannot be demon possessed.




(f)  Idolatry is called the devil’s communion table in 1 Cor 10:19-21.  




(g)  Idolatry motivates the entire realm of sexual sins.  Therefore, idolatry is related to the phallic cult, Ezek 22:3-18, 23:37-39.



(5)  The phallic cult includes the following factors.




(a)  Immorality of all kinds, Lev 18:3-25, e.g., fornication, cultic prostitution, homosexuality, etc.




(b)  Demonism, Lev 20:6.




(c)  Idolatry related to the phallic cult always includes human sacrifice, Lev 20:1-5.  All cults link the phallic function with demons through idolatry.  Ecstatics were always used in the ancient world, and the phallic cult reached its climax with human sacrifice.  Parents would get so worked up they would throw their children into fire and have sex to the sound of their screams.




(d)  The rejection of establishment authority under ecstatics.  No freedom, private property, life, i.e., the Jones cult.




(e)  Spiritual, social, and cultural degeneracy, Lev 20:10-23.



(6)  Idolatry is the origin of abnormal sexual sins, Deut 12:29-31.



(7)  Idolatry and the phallic cult were responsible for the downtrend of client nation Israel, Isa 2:8, 18-20, 21:9, 36:18-20, 37:12-19; Jer 3:6-11, 2:27-30, 7:17-20, 17:1-4; Ezek 6:4-6.

4.  Paul’s conclusion is as absolute and dogmatic as you can get in the Greek language.  The believer must absolutely and dogmatically have nothing to do with sex outside of marriage in any way, shape, or form.


a.  All sex outside of marriage is absolutely and totally forbidden.


b.  Any kind of sex, except with your spouse, is completely, totally, absolutely, and dogmatically forbidden by the word of God.  There are no exceptions, no excuses, and no justifications for any kind of sex outside of marriage.


c.  This means that sex is only to be engaged in by two people who are married to each other and they must be husband and wife, male and female, man and woman.  Homosexuality and lesbianism is completely forbidden by God.


d.  Sex is one of the greatest gifts ever given by God to mankind, but it is only given to those who are married, not to those who are going to get married.


e.  Therefore, we have no excuse for getting involved in prostitution, pandering, fornication, adultery, or any other kind of sex outside of marriage; for by so-doing, we are taking the spiritual home of our Lord Jesus Christ and joining it to a demon at worst and worshipping a sex demon under demon influence, which is no better.


f.  Our Lord Jesus Christ has nothing in common with Satan.  Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ have nothing in common with sex outside of marriage.


g.  Sex outside of marriage is one of the fastest means of getting into perpetual carnality, reverse process reversionism, and Christian degeneracy.


h.  We cannot grow spiritually and consider fornication or adultery a minor issue in life.  It is a major issue in the angelic conflict and a major issue in the spiritual life.
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