1 Corinthians 6:12




- is the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “All things.”  With this we have the dative of advantage from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “for my advantage.”  The dative of indirect object indicates the one for whom or in whose interest an act is performed.  The dative of advantage is then a more specific expression of personal interest, making the idea of personal interest more emphatic.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EXESTIN, which is the impersonal verb, meaning it is permitted, it is possible, proper.”
  This should be translated, “All things are permitted for my advantage.”

The present tense is an aoristic present that involves a simple expression of undefined action in the present time, presenting the action as a simple fact.


The active voice indicates that the subject “all things” produces the action of being permitted, possible or proper.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the strong negative adverb OU, meaning “not” with the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “all things.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb SUMPHERW, which means “to help, to confer a benefit, to be advantageous or profitable or useful; the verb is also used impersonally something is good (for someone or something), something is useful or helpful.”


The present tense is an aoristic present that involves a simple expression of undefined action in the present time, presenting the action as a simple fact.

The active voice indicates that all things produce the action of not being advantageous.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“but all things are not advantageous.”

- is the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “All things.”  With this we have the dative of advantage from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “for my advantage.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EXESTIN, meaning “it is permitted, it is possible, proper.”  This should be translated, “All things are permitted for my advantage.”  The morphology is identical to the previous use of this verb.
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the strong negative adverb OUK, meaning “not.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the first person singular future passive indicative from the verb EXOUSIAZW, which means “to have the right or power for something or over someone, specifically the right or power to do with something as one sees fit with the genitive of that over which one has the power.  Paul uses the passive in a play on words with , “but I will not be mastered by anything.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice with the negative indicates that Paul will not receive the action of being mastered by anything.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
 - is the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of means, in which the word in the ablative (the neuter singular relative pronoun TIS) indicates the means by which the action expressed by a verb in the passive voice (EXOUSIAZW) is performed.  The indefinite pronoun TIS, means “anything” and the entire preposition is translated “by anything.”
1 Cor 6:12 corrected translation
“All things are permitted for my advantage, but all things are not advantageous.   All things are permitted for my advantage, but I will not be mastered by anything.”
Explanation:
1.  “All things are permitted for my advantage,”

a.  This clause deals with the spiritual freedom given to the believer at the moment he believes in Christ.


b.  Spiritual freedom is the heritage of the Church Age as a result of our Lord’s victory in the angelic conflict.


c.  As unbelievers we were slaves to the dictates of the sin nature, which ruled in our physical bodies.


d.  But as a new spiritual species we have the spiritual freedom to live the same spiritual life that our Lord had and to love God with the greatest possible personal love.


e.  Therefore, all things regarding the spiritual life have been given to us for our advantage.



(1)  For example, we are royal priests with direct access to God through prayer.  This is a spiritual advantage never given to every Old Testament believer.  We are permitted to talk directly to God without going through the head of the family or through any priest.



(2)  We are permitted to be royal ambassadors for Christ.  This gives us the advantage of tremendous production of divine good.



(3)  We are not subject to the obligations of the Mosaic Law, but free to live the spiritual life in glorification of God.


f.  In spiritual freedom we have advantages never given to believers in any other dispensation.  Therefore, we must understand that spiritual freedom.

2.  Spiritual Freedom. 


a.  Just as establishment freedom is the heritage of physical birth, so spiritual freedom is the heritage of the new birth or regeneration.  2 Cor 3:17-18, “Now the Lord is the Spirit [God the Holy Spirit is deity], and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  But we all, with an unveiled face looking into a mirror to produce a reflection of the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into that same image from glory to glory, as it were from the Spirit of the Lord.”


(1)  Spiritual freedom is the environment for all believers to execute the unique spiritual life of all time.



(2)  The believer must never use his spiritual freedom to endanger or hurt the divine blessings which accompany such freedom.  Any believer who does not execute the four spiritual mechanics and objectives of the Christian way of life is hurting this nation.



(3)  The believer must use his spiritual freedom to advance through the function of the four spiritual mechanics and thereby attain the two tactical and two strategic objectives of the spiritual life.



(4)  Our unveiled face is the positive believer in the consistent function of the two power options—the filling of the Spirit and metabolized doctrine in the stream of consciousness.  The mirror is the word of God.  We look into the word of God to produce the reflection of the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union.



(5)  Gal 4:19 summarizes this concept, “until Christ is formed in you.”

b.  Spiritual freedom is for believers only.  It is the function of spiritual freedom that is the basis for the execution of the protocol plan of God for the Church.


c.  The function of spiritual freedom is based on cognition and utilization of the spiritual skills: the filling of the Spirit, metabolized doctrine in the stream of consciousness, and problem solving devices, which you deploy in the soul as you learn the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.


d.  Human freedom cannot exist or be effective without human responsibility.  This is also true of spiritual freedom; we have responsibility.  



(1)  First, we cannot have spiritual freedom without making the decision to believe in Christ.  



(2)  Thereafter, we must make thousands of daily decisions to live the spiritual life under the enabling power of the Holy Spirit and momentum from metabolized doctrine.  Spiritual freedom only exists in the spiritual life.


e.  You get a taste of spiritual freedom at salvation.  The moment you believe in Christ, the Holy Spirit enters you into your very own spiritual life, the only place of spiritual freedom.  When you sin, you’re out; grieving the Holy Spirit in cosmic one, or quenching the Holy Spirit in cosmic two.  Then you no longer have spiritual freedom because you are in Satan’s dungeon.


f.  Spiritual freedom is the basis for equal opportunity for every Church Age believer to execute the protocol plan of God for the Church.  We have equality to succeed or fail under the freedom God has provided.


g.  Spiritual freedom is destroyed by the function of the arrogance skills: self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption.


h.  The believer can live and function without temporal freedom, but he cannot execute the protocol plan of God without spiritual freedom.

i.  Spiritual freedom is the heritage of the Church Age believer.



(1)  There is no more dramatic passage in the Bible on the principle of spiritual freedom than 2 Cor 3:17-18, “Now the Lord is the Spirit [Holy Spirit], and where the Spirit of the Lord is [in the body of the believer and in the spiritual life], there is [spiritual] freedom.  But we all [royal family], with an unveiled face [filling of the Spirit], beholding as in a mirror [Word of God] the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory [humanity of Christ in the prototype spiritual life] to glory [momentum of believer in the spiritual life], just as from the Spirit of the Lord [enabling power].”


(2)  This passage starts out by telling us that the Holy Spirit is God.  It is one of the rare passages that document the deity of the Holy Spirit. Here He is called KURIOS, a Greek word for deity.


(3)  The filling of the Spirit is the means of living the Christian way of life, and/or the enabling power to execute the protocol plan of God.



(4)  Gal 5:16, “Walk by means of the Spirit, and you will not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.”


(5)  When we look into the mirror of the Word of God, it is not our reflection we see, but the mirror of the Word produces the reflection of Jesus Christ as the Shekinah Glory.


(6)  ‘Being transformed into the same image’ is a reference to Gal 4:19, “My children, whom I am in anguish again until which time Christ has been formed in you.”  Christ being formed in you is the key to 2 Cor 3:18.
3.  “But all things are not advantageous.”

a.  We definitely have freedom to live our lives as unto the Lord, but this does not give us the right to do anything we want.


b.  We do not have the right to sin in any way, shape, or form.


c.  There is no advantage to personal sin.  Sin destroys the spiritual life and puts us back into slavery to the sin nature.


d.  We have the right to associate with anyone we want to, but evil companions corrupt the virtue of positive believers.


e.  We can learn from any pastor we want to, but not all pastor-teachers accept the teachings of the word of God.  Beware of false teachers.


f.  We are free in many areas of life, but not all things we want to do are advantageous to our spiritual life.

4.  “but I will not be mastered by anything.”

a.  This is not a reference to anything regarding the spiritual life.


b.  This is a reference to everything outside of the spiritual life, such as, the old sin nature, the cosmic system, the things of this life.


c.  Now that Paul has freedom from the old sin nature, he does not wish to be enslaved again by it in perpetual carnality.


d.  Now that Paul has control of his emotions, he does not want his emotions to take control of his soul again.


e.  He does not want anything in life to be the master over him except the filling of God the Holy Spirit, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Bible doctrine in his soul.

5.  We have a similar passage in 1 Cor 10:23, “All things are permitted/possible, but not all things are advantageous/profitable/useful.  All things are permitted/possible, but not all things edify.”
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