1 Corinthians 6:10




- is the coordinating conjunction OUTE, meaning “nor” and continued in the series from the previous verse.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun KLEPTĒS, which means “thieves.”

- is the negative coordinating conjunction OUTE, meaning “nor” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun PLEONEKTĒS, which means “one who is greedy for gain, a covetous person.”
 Compare 1 Cor 5:10, where I translated it “covetous people.”
- is the objective negative adverb OU is used in combination with OUTE both before OUTE and after OUTE to begin or continue a series of negations.  It should be translated “nor.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun METHUSOS, which means “drunkard; alcoholic.”

- is the objective negative adverb OU, meaning “nor” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun LOIDOROS, which means “reviler, slanderer, a verbally abusive person.”
  Compare 1 Cor 5:11. 
- is the strong negative adverb OUCH, used before nouns that begin with a vowel and is used in series with OUTE and OU to continue the negation.  It should be translated “nor.”  With this we have nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective HARPAX, which means “pertaining to being violently greedy - ‘violently greedy.’ ‘that I am not like other people, violently greedy, unjust, adulterers’ Lk 18:11, “The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as the rest of men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.”
  When “used as an adjective it means “rapacious, ravenous; it is used this way of wolves (Gen 49:27) Mt 7:15.  When used as a substantive, it means robber, thief, swindler or rogue.”
  Here as in 1 Cor 5:11 it can be translated “the criminally greedy.”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun BASILEIA, which means “the kingdom.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of or belonging to God.”  This is a reference to our Lord Jesus Christ’s kingdom.

 - is the third person plural future active indicative from the verb KLĒRONOMEW, meaning “to inherit; acquire, obtain, or come into possession of something.”


The future tense is a gnomic future, which states an absolute truth about the future.


The active voice indicates that the unrighteous person produces the action of not inheriting the kingdom of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

1 Cor 6:10 corrected translation
“nor thieves, nor covetous people, nor drunkards, nor verbally abusive people, nor criminally greedy people will inherit the kingdom of God .”
Explanation:
1.  The sentence started in verse 9 continues in verse 10.  There should have been no verse break here.

2.  These are the same categories of people mentioned by Paul in 1 Cor 5:10-11, “By no means [did I mean] with the sexually immoral people of this world or with covetous people and the criminally greedy or idolaters, for otherwise, you see, you would be obligated to go out of the world.  But as a matter of fact I wrote to you to not associate with [anyone], if any so-called brother should be one who practices sexual degeneracy or someone who is covetous or an idolater or someone who reviles others or a drunkard or someone who is criminally greedy, not even to eat with such a person.”

3  As in 1 Cor 5:10-11, so our passage refers to unbelievers.

4.  These categories represent people who are preoccupied with self.


a.  All of these types of people have an arrogance problem, which manifests itself in various ways.  But they all share the same problem of thinking that what they want is more important than what God wants.


b.  This is the basic problem with all unbelievers.  What they want is more important than God’s will for their lives.


c.  God wants them to believe in Christ and have eternal life.  They want to be happy but are going about it in all the wrong ways.


d.  They think that having things will make them happy.


e.  They think that stimulation and pleasure is ultimate goal in life.


f.  These characteristics are manifestations of their arrogance of unhappiness and criminal arrogance.


g.  They are trapped in the cosmic system by their own self-deceit.


h.  They refuse to believe in Christ, and therefore, will never inherit the kingdom of God—eternal salvation.

Arrogance of Unhappiness or the Arrogance of Subjective Preoccupation with Self.

1.  This arrogance is classified as subjective preoccupation with self, which destroys any capacity for happiness and frustrates the execution of the protocol plan of God for the Church Age.


2.  Involvement in cosmic system not only guarantees unhappiness, but at the same time it invokes erroneous ideas about what constitutes happiness.


3.  The myth of arrogance is that people or pleasant circumstances or prosperity can make you happy.


4.  Arrogant people are unhappy people; for life in the cosmic system cannot provide happiness.  Because of their failure to understand happiness, they continue and persist in erroneously pursuing happiness from wrong concepts.


5.  There are three different categories of happiness:  pseudo-happiness, neutral happiness, and divine happiness.



a.  -H, or pseudo-happiness is the arrogance of unhappiness.  -H is a counterfeit happiness; a stimulation or euphoria, which for a moment is mistaken for happiness.



b.  Neutral H is happiness derived from the execution of the laws of divine establishment.



c.  +H is true and permanent happiness in the mature believer.


6.  Arrogant people are unhappy people, so that none of the above categories apply to them except -H.


7.  There are two results from life in cosmic system.



a.  A guarantee of misery and unhappiness, which you make for yourself, to which the Lord adds the three categories of divine discipline.



b.  Erroneous ideas as to what constitutes happiness in life.  The arrogance of unhappiness or subjective preoccupation with self is a part of that theorizing that results in disaster.


8.  No matter what you achieve in life, arrogance destroys your capacity to appreciate it, and your capacity for happiness, love, and life.

 
9.  Satan himself administers the arrogance of unhappiness to any unbeliever or believer who resides in his cosmic system, where any capacity for happiness is completely destroyed.  When you destroy capacity for happiness, you immediately have no divine happiness (+H).  No capacity for divine happiness is tantamount to the arrogance of unhappiness or -H.



a.  Satan has perpetuated a myth on the human race, which is that people, pleasant circumstances, or moments of stimulation can make you happy.  This is the fundamental concept of any person involved in this system of thinking.



b.  Satan has a system for distracting people by making them think that stimulation is happiness.  This system of pseudo-happiness is a locked-in system that very few people ever overcome.



c.  Arrogant preoccupation with self is a guarantee of unhappiness.



d.  Satan doesn't need to chase you.  Satan's system of control is related to his genius cosmic system.  He simply watches and laughs as you destroy your own life.



e.  When the believer uses his own volition to destroy his life, this person is deluded, distracted, and deceived by false concepts of happiness.



f.  Arrogant preoccupation with self guarantees that you will experience the arrogance of unhappiness.



g.  Arrogance is developed from negative volition toward doctrine, and it destroys the potential for happiness because it destroys capacity for contentment.



h.  Capacity for happiness must precede the true function of happiness.  In the cosmic system, divine happiness cannot exist.


10.  The so-called ‘free spirit’ recognizes freedom without any sense of responsibility.  The free spirit believer is a totally self-indulgent person living in the cosmic system.  Therefore, the more he seeks happiness, the more happiness eludes him.



a.  You are not happy because you are free to do what you want to do; that is one of the great myths of life.



b.  If you fall into the free spirit syndrome, you will make yourself miserable all your life.  You will never convince anyone but yourself that you are a free spirit, for none of us are free spirits.  All of have responsibility in both establishment and the protocol plan of God.



c.  You can be free to indulge yourself in every whim of life.  But when you do so, you make yourself frustrated and miserable, and your misery is only intensified when God adds divine discipline.



d.  The free spirit associates happiness with every form of stimulation, excitement, and pleasant environment.



e.  In the arrogance of unhappiness, the believer associates happiness with money, success, approbation, fame, pleasure, social life, health, sex, romance, friendship, marriage, and the lust for the power to control other people.



f.  Most people, whether they are aware of it or not, build their life around pleasure goals.  In between reaching those, much of their happiness comes from anticipation of those pleasures.



g.  There are too many illusions about marriage, such as that marriage will make you happy.  But if you're unhappy in the cosmic system, marriage only intensifies your misery and your attempts to seek pleasure or stimulation in something else.


11.  The arrogance of unhappiness is related to unrealistic expectation.



a.  Very few people are loved the way they want to be loved; very few people are treated the way they want to be treated.



b.  Because believers are not loved the way they want to be loved or treated the way they want to be treated, they develop a frustration, which intensifies the arrogance of unhappiness.  



c.  Unrealistic expectation intensifies the arrogance of unhappiness through getting your eyes on self in lieu of becoming occupied with the person of Christ.


12.  The believer involved in the arrogance of unhappiness attends the local church under the assumption that the so-called "friendly" church will bring him happiness.



a.  Only Bible doctrine can make you happy.



b.  People cannot make you happy; only Bible doctrine can.



c.  Sex cannot make you happy; only Bible doctrine can.



d.  Money cannot make you happy; only Bible doctrine can.



e.  Prosperity and success cannot make you happy; only Bible doctrine can.



f.  Health cannot make you happy; only Bible doctrine can.



g.  Marriage cannot make you happy; only Bible doctrine can.



h.  Those who possess happiness of soul and freedom from the cosmic system do enjoy people, entertainment, possessions, success, etc.  But these things are not the source of their happiness, merely an expression of it.  They are not enslaved to any of them.


13.  Marriage and the arrogance of unhappiness.



a.  One of the greatest misconceptions in life comes from the arrogance of unhappiness, which propagates the myth that marriage is a panacea.  Many people grow up believing that you can get married and ‘live happily ever after’.



b.  Actually, marriage is a problem-manufacturing device.  This is because people are no better in marriage than they are as people.



c.  The believer who uses his volition to get into perpetual carnality has the arrogance of unhappiness.  Such a believer in marriage causes trouble; two such believers in a marriage will destroy that marriage.



d.  Arrogance makes the believer a loser in life.  Losers in life are losers in marriage.


e.  Losers are not believers who fail, but believers who do nothing about the failure; they do not rebound and keep moving in the consistent perception, metabolization, and application of Bible doctrine.



f.  Only the plan of God can change a loser into a winner.



g.  In the Christian life, and specifically in marriage, you can only change yourself; you can never change your spouse.  Any changes you manufacture in your spouse will make the marriage worse.  If you can change a person, you've ruined them.  Only Bible doctrine makes changes that are permanent, right, and fantastic.



i.  The arrogance of unhappiness dedicates itself daily to changing others to comply with your own wrong perspective.



j.  So what is the destroyer of marriage?  While most people cite unfaithfulness, money, relatives, incompatibility, these are actually symptoms that do not diagnose the actual disease.  It is all the mental attitude and verbal sins that destroys marriages.



k.  For example, if you hate your spouse in marriage, you have lost a far greater battle than your marriage.  Therefore, divorce is not a solution but merely an intensification of the problem in your life, because you are the same person after divorce that you were before.  Nothing has changed.



l.  Divorce is not a solution; it's an escape.  You're running away from the real problem, which is your own mental attitude sins.  After divorce, you are the same person with the same carnal life.  A carnal believer in marriage is still a carnal believer out of marriage; nothing but circumstances has changed.


14.  The arrogance of unhappiness seeks to control environment, including persons in the environment such as family, friends, loved ones, business associates, etc.


a.  The arrogance of unhappiness seeks to control people:




(1)  Through guilt, trying to make people feel guilty for alleged neglect.



(2)  Through the arousal of self-pity for themselves from others.  Or they become abusive, argumentative, and a pain in the neck until they whip you into line.  However, controlling others does not make unhappy people happy; they merely derive their kicks from this.



b.  The arrogance of unhappiness seeks to dominate and enslave, to control, and to exercise power.


15.  Illusions about happiness.



a.  You cannot build your happiness on the details of life: money, success, pleasure, social life, friends, relatives, health, sex, marriage, or children.


b.  You cannot build your happiness on pleasant environment.



c.  You cannot build your happiness by changing the devil's world, e.g., through crusades, reforms, social engineering, violence, civil disobedience, or revolution.



d.  You cannot build your happiness on a moment of time, a moment of pleasure, a moment of power, a moment of stimulation, a moment of approbation, or a moment of success.  It is impossible to apply your most glorious moment to any adversity and derive any happiness from it.  Under pressure, you cannot recall the good times; you are simply miserable in your present bad times.  That is not true happiness, but the arrogance of unhappiness.



e.  You cannot build your happiness on self-gratification, including drug abuse, beauty, attractiveness, promises, or marriage.



f.  You cannot build your happiness on someone else's unhappiness.



g.  Satan himself is an illustration of the arrogance of unhappiness.  As Lucifer, Son of the Morning, Satan is the most beautiful creature ever to come from the hand of God, and the most brilliant.  Satan has more success, power, personality, genius, and approbation than any creature that has ever existed.  Satan rules millions and millions of both fallen angels and humans.  Yet having ‘everything’, Satan is unhappy, frustrated, bored, and the most miserable creature ever.



h.  So why should you think you can be happy with the limited things you have or want?  You will never be happy with any of those things!  Without Bible doctrine, you can never be happy.



i.  The arrogance of unhappiness is the tragedy of Christmas, the tragedy of family gatherings, the tragedy of marriages, the tragedy of friends and social life, the tragedy of success, the tragedy of wealth.


16.  Happiness is an individual state of your soul.  First there must be capacity for +H before there is occupancy.  +H does not occupy your soul until you reach spiritual self-esteem.  What’s keeping you from reaching spiritual self-esteem?  Arrogance!


17.  This is why Rom 12:3 says, “For I say through the grace which has been given to me to everyone who is among you:  Stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance, beyond the point of what you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity for the purpose of being rational without illusion, as God has assigned to each one a standard of thinking from doctrine.”


a.  Being ‘rational without illusion’ describes capacity.



b.  God has assigned to you a standard of thinking which is the capacity, the house for the occupancy of +H.  +H never occupies your house until you have the capacity.  +H begins at spiritual self-esteem, continues in spiritual autonomy, and is completed in spiritual maturity.



c.  Happiness is a standard of thinking, not doing, and not being stimulated.  The standard of thinking is doctrine, which explains why most believers are so miserable; they don't know doctrine.



d.  Happiness is a system of thought in the soul, that system being Bible doctrine, not pleasure or stimulation.  But the person with +H can enjoy pleasure and stimulation while remaining in a state of humility and get the most out of life.



e.  +H is never disappointed.  +H is one of the greatest problem-solving devices in life.  There's nothing else like it.



f.  Happiness is a state of the soul, not something someone can do for you.  Many people stand around waiting for others to make them happy.  The arrogance of unhappiness gives nothing and demands everything.



g.  Actually happiness comes from the perception, metabolization, and application of doctrine.  It is not associated with hypocrisy or flattery.


18.  For the unbeliever, avoidance of the cosmic system through adherence to the laws of divine establishment produces in him honor, integrity, and capacity for love, life and happiness.  So with his humility he can have great happiness in life.


19.  For the believer, only the execution of the spiritual life from Bible doctrine resident in the soul can provide happiness, Prov 3:13, “How happy is the man who finds wisdom and the man who gains understanding.”


a.  Ps 144:15 says that from the point of your salvation, you have the potential for happiness, “How happy are the people who are so situated; how happy are the people whose God is the Lord!”


b.  Your life depends on your daily use of your volition.  Ps 31:7, “I will be happy in grace.”


c.  Jn 17:13 indicates that our Lord reached the peak of happiness in His humanity; we have same potential.  1 Jn 1:4, “In fact, we write these things, in order that our happiness might be completed.”


d.  Pseudo-happiness comes from self-righteousness, Lk 11:27-28, “While Jesus was saying these things, one of the women in the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, ‘Happy is the womb that bore You and the breasts at which You nursed.’  But He said, ‘On the contrary, happy are those who hear the word of God and observe it.’”


e.  Phil 4:11-13 says you must learn happiness.  Happiness is a system related to thought.  If you are not a student of the Word, you will never be happy.  “Not because I am speaking with reference to poverty, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.  I have come to know how both to live in a state of poverty and I have come to know how to live in prosperity; in every thing and in all circumstances I have been initiated in both how to be well fed and how to be hungry, both how to have an abundance and how to go without.  I have the power to do all things by the One [Holy Spirit] who keeps on empowering me.”
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