1 Corinthians 5:6




- is the objective negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective KALOS, which is used, “of quality, in accordance with the purpose of something or someone: good, useful; morally good, noble, honorable; unobjectionable, blameless; advantageous, pleasing to God.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun KAUCHĒMA with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your boasting, reason for boasting, or reason for pride.”

“Your boasting [reason for pride] is not intrinsically good [honorable].”

- is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know, understand, recognize” but here it means “to realize.”  With this we have the conjunction HOTI meaning “that,” which indicates the content of what is not known.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“You do not realize that”

- is the nominative feminine singular from the adjective MIKRA, meaning “a little bit of” or “a small amount of,” plus the noun ZUMĒ, meaning “yeast, leaven.”

- is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective HOLOS, meaning “whole, entire” plus the article and noun PHURAMA, which means “a lump or batch of dough.”

 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ZUMOW, which means “to ferment, to leaven.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the yeast or leaven produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

1 Cor 5:6 corrected translation
“Your boasting [reason for pride] is not intrinsically good [honorable].  You do not realize that a little bit of yeast ferments the whole lump of dough.”
Explanation:
1.  “Your boasting [reason for pride] is not intrinsically good [honorable].”


a.  As we shall see later in this epistle, there are legitimate reasons for “boasting” that are related to God, our relationship to God, and all that God has done for us.


b.  But we have nothing intrinsically to boast about.


c.  Boasting in a good sense means to take pride in someone else.  For example, we are proud of our Lord and take pride in our relationship with Him, but this is based upon who and what He is and all that He has done for us.


d.  Boasting in a bad sense means to take pride in oneself and our accomplishments, which is just another form of arrogance.  There is a sense in which we do take pride in ourselves in a good sense.  We call this self-respect.  There is nothing wrong with having respect for ourselves.  This is a part of our honor and integrity.  But there is no arrogance connected to it.


e.  Therefore, boasting or having pride can be intrinsically good or intrinsically sinful, depending on the motivation and intent of one’s thinking.


f.  If we are motivated by the desire to glorify self, then the boasting is not intrinsically good.


g.  If we are motivated by the desire to glorify God, then the boasting is intrinsically good.


h.  The motivation of the Corinthian believers was to glorify self, to set themselves up as better than one another.  They were in competition with each other and with other Christians.  Competition among Christians is sinful and evil.  The manifestation of this evil was the divisions in the local church and the arrogance concerning visible and invisible spiritual gifts.


i.  Competition among Christians is not honorable, not divine good, not a part of the spiritual life.  The correct attitude is described in Acts 4:32, “Now there was one heart and soul in the group of believers; and not even one said that anything of the things which belong to him was his own, but everything was shared collectively among them.”

j.  Bragging, boasting, being arrogant about anything in life, including anything in the spiritual life is not a part of the plan of God, is not divine good, is not authorized by God.

2.  “You do not realize that a little bit of yeast ferments the whole lump of dough.”

a.  This saying, “A little leaven leavens the whole lump” was a famous saying in the ancient world.  It was well known to the Corinthians and the Galatians (see below).


b.  The phrase is a proverb—a commonly repeated statement of truth.


c.  The Corinthians knew the proverbial saying, but they did not realize that the yeast was working among them.  The Corinthian church is the lump of dough.  The sin of arrogance is the yeast.


d.  Thus, a little arrogance in the local church ruins the entire church.


e.  The Corinthians were permitting a little evil to exist in their church by allowing the incestuous Corinthian to continue in their fellowship and approving of his actions.


f.  The danger is that this approval of one little evil will spread to other areas of life, until their entire spiritual life is gone and their fellowship with God is destroyed.


g.  The same is true of sin in the spiritual life of the believer.  A little sin corrupts the entire spiritual life.  We cannot permit the little white sins; for the big white ones soon follow.  We cannot excuse even one sin in our life, without our fellowship with God being destroyed.  This is why God has provided and demands the use of 1 Jn 1:9.
3.  Compare Gal 5:9, An identical phrase in the Greek, “A little yeast ferments all the dough.”


a.  Our Lord first taught the principle of leaven in Matt 16:5-12, “And the disciples came to the other side of the sea, but they had forgotten to bring any bread.  And Jesus said to them, ‘Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.’  They began to discuss this among themselves, saying, ‘He said that because we did not bring any bread.’  But Jesus, aware of this, said, ‘You men of little faith, why do you discuss among yourselves that you have no bread?  Do you not yet understand or remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets full you picked up?  Or the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many large baskets full you picked up?  How is it that you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread?  But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.’  Then they understood that He did not say to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”


b.  So Paul’s quotation of a familiar proverb, instantly reminds the Galatians that they are in the same situation as the disciples.



(1)  The Galatians are the believers in Christ with “little doctrine.”



(2)  The Galatians should beware of the teaching of the Judaizers, which is the exact same teaching as the Pharisees and Sadducees.



(3)  The Galatians need to keep listening and learning from Paul just as the disciples needed to keep listening and learning from our Lord.


c.  Leaven represents the function of the old sin nature: sin, human good, and evil.  The dough represents the spiritual life of the Church Age believer.  A little old sin nature function (sin, human good, and evil) in the spiritual life of the believer ruins his entire spiritual life.



(1)  The recovery from sin is easy, 1 Jn 1:9.



(2)  The recovery from human good is much more difficult.  This takes the function of metabolizing doctrine over a long period of time and demands consistent positive volition to doctrine.



(3)  The recovery from evil is the most difficult situation of all, because it involves reversing locked-in negative volition, enlightening blackout of the soul, removing scar tissue of the soul, and restoring the right love objects of the spiritual life: God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, and the word of God.



(4)  You cannot mix the spiritual life of the Church Age with the legalism of Christian moral degeneracy and expect to not end up in full blown Christian reversionism.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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