1 Corinthians 5:5




- is the aorist active infinitive from the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to hand over, deliver over, or turn over.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which represents the use of the aorist for an event that has not yet happened but is anticipated as certain to happen.  Paul wants this to happen as soon as possible.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian church is to produce this action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of command.  On rare occasions the infinitive may be used in lieu of an imperative mood, as in Rom 12:15, “Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.”  Both “rejoice” and “weep” are infinitives.

- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and correlative adjective TOIOUTOS, meaning “of such a kind, such as this.”  When used as a substantive, it means “such a person.”
  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the article and the proper noun SATANAS, meaning “to Satan.”
“deliver over such a person to Satan”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the masculine singular noun OLETHROS, meaning “destruction, ruin, death” plus the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun SARX, which means “of the flesh.”  “Paul seems to be saying that physical destruction (i.e., death) will follow when the congregation, with whom Paul will be present in spirit and with the power of the Lord, delivers the incestuous person to Satan.”

“for the purpose of the destruction of the flesh,”
- is the conjunction HINA, meaning “in order that,” which introduces a final purpose clause.  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article used as a personal pronoun, “his” plus the noun PNEUMA, meaning “spirit,” referring to the human spirit.  With this we have the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb SWIZW, which means “to be saved.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the entirety of the eternal state.


The passive voice indicates that the human spirit of the incestuous Corinthian receives the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate the purpose clause.

 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “in the day” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord.”
1 Cor 5:5 corrected translation
“deliver over such a person to Satan for the purpose of the destruction of the flesh, in order that his spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  The words “I have decided” do not exist in the original, nor are they implied by ellipsis.  This is a totally erroneous translation.  Paul is issuing a command here and the translators have completely missed it.  The infinitive can be used for a command, and that is exactly what we have here.  The entire sentence thus reads, “When you and my spirit are assembled together in the name of our Lord Jesus together with the power of our Lord Jesus, deliver over such a person to Satan for the purpose of the destruction of the flesh, in order that his spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord.”
2.  A parallel passage is found in 1 Tim 1:20, “Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have delivered over to Satan, so that they may be taught not to blaspheme.”
3.  Delivering someone over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh is a reference to the sin face-to-face with death.  There is a Church Age protocol involved here, which is essential to understand.


a.  This is a function of the leadership of the local church.  Paul does not do this in a vacuum or by himself.  Paul is giving a command to the leadership of the Corinthian local church to join him in this action.  Paul expects the members of the congregation to back their local leadership and his apostolic lead.


b.  The believer who receives this action must meet the following criteria.



(1)  He or she is committing a sin, which is also a gross evil, and obvious to everyone in the congregation.



(2)  The nature of the sin and evil is so wrong and so blatant that it would bring reproach upon the testimony of the Christian community.



(3)  The person involved is in a state of perpetual carnality, reversionism, and degeneracy, and is making no attempt to change their behavior.



(4)  The leadership of the church has gone to the believer privately and discussed the problem with him, as per Gal 6:1.



(5)  The believer has ignored the leadership and rejected their help.


c.  Once all the conditions for restoration have been tried and failed, then the church has no choice but to privately ask the believer to leave the church.


d.  All of this must be done in a state of humility, compassion, kindness, thoughtfulness, and respect for the privacy of the priesthood of the believer involved.


e.  Only as a last resort is the person excommunicated from the fellowship of the local church.


f.  Once the church makes this decision, then the church turns the matter over to the hands of the supreme court of heaven for punishment.  The church has no authority to punish.  Only God has the authority to punish.


g.  The supreme court of heaven then begins the grace process of administering intensive and dying discipline.  Dying discipline is called the sin face-to-face with death, 1 Jn 5:16, “If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for him give life to those who commit sin not leading to death. There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that he should make request for this.”

h.  Notice that we can never ask God that He administer the sin resulting in death to any believer.  This is a decision of the justice of God that does not require our input.


i.  Satan sometimes asks God for permission to administer the punishment of death to believers, Lk 22:31, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat.”
4.  “in order that his spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord.”

a.  The day of the Lord refers to a period far longer than one day.  It is a period of time that begins with the Rapture of the Church and continues throughout the eternal state.  1 Cor 1:8, “who will also strengthen you until the end (of the CA), the blameless ones on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

b.  Both the soul and the human spirit, created by God the Holy Spirit at the moment of our personal faith in Christ, are saved from the corruption of the sin nature and the physical death of the body, and are given a new body (an interim body and then a resurrection body) for our immaterial essence to live with God forever.


c.  The salvation of the immaterial soul and spirit is taught in the following passages:

Isa 45:22, “Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth; For I am God, and there is no other.”
Lk 7:50, “And He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
Lk 8:12, “Those beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, so that they will not believe and be saved.”
Jn 3:17, “For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.”
Jn 5:34, “But the testimony which I receive is not from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved.”
Jn 10:9, “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.”
Acts 2:21, “And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Acts 4:12, “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.”
Acts 15:11, “But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.”
Acts 16:30, “and after he brought them out, he said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’”
Acts 16:31, “They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
Rom 5:9, “Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.”
Rom 10:13, “for ‘Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.’”
1 Cor 1:18, “For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
1 Cor 3:15, “If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.”
1 Cor 15:2, “by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word, which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.”
Eph 2:8, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;”
1 Tim 2:4, “who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
2 Tim 1:9, “who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity.”
Tit 3:5, “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.”

d.  The soul and spirit in Scripture.



(1)  Physical death occurs when the soul leaves the body.  Gen 35:18, “It came about as her soul was departing (for she died), that she named him Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin.”


(2)  The soul as the immaterial part of mankind prior to salvation must want to have a relationship with God.  Deut 4:29, “But from there you will seek the Lord your God, and you will find Him if you search for Him with all your heart and with all your soul.”


(3)  The believer’s personal love for God comes from his immaterial thinking.




(a)  Deut 6:5, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”  See also Dt 11:13, 18; 30:6.




(b)  Mt 22:37, “And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’”


(4)  The believer serves God with his immaterial thinking or soul, Deut 10:12,  “Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.”


(5)  The believer’s human spirit is in anguish when he is in a state of carnality and sinful thoughts control his soul to which he reacts from evil emotions, Job 7:11, “Therefore I will not restrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit, I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.”


(6)  The love and grace of God protects and preserves the believer’s human spirit.




(a)  Job 10:12, “You have granted me life and lovingkindness; and Your care has preserved my spirit.”



(b)  Gal 6:18, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.”  Phil 4:23.



(7)  The believer is given a human spirit by God.




(a)  Job 32:8, “But it is a spirit in man, And the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding.”



(b)  Rom 8:10, “If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.”



(c)  Rom 8:15, “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’”


(8)  God saves the soul of the believer from going to hell, Hades, Sheol, the eternal lake of fire.




(a)  Job 33:18, “He keeps back his soul from the pit, And his life from passing over into Sheol.”  See also Job 33:28.




(b)  Ps 16:10, “For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.”  See also Psa 34:22



(9)  God takes care of the human spirit after death, Psa 31:5, “Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have ransomed me, O Lord, God of truth.”


(10)  The human spirit thinks about spiritual phenomena.




(a)   Ps  77:6, “I will remember my song in the night; I will meditate with my heart, And my spirit ponders.”



(b)   Prov 20:27, “The spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord, Searching all the innermost parts of his being.”



(c)  Isa 26:9, “At night my soul longs for You, Indeed, my spirit within me seeks You diligently; For when the earth experiences Your judgments The inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.”



(d)  Jn 6:63, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.”


(11)  When the human spirit leaves the body of the believer, physical death occurs.




(a)  Ps 104:29, “You hide Your face, they are dismayed; You take away their spirit, they expire And return to their dust.”



(b)  Ps 146:4, “His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; In that very day his thoughts perish.”



(c)  Eccl 12:7, “then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it.”



(d)  Jam 2:26, “For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.”


 (12)  The unbeliever has no human spirit, Isa 31:3, “Now the Egyptians are men and not God, and their horses are flesh and not spirit; so the Lord will stretch out His hand, And he who helps will stumble And he who is helped will fall, And all of them will come to an end together.”


(13)  The believer must protect his human spirit and soul from the lusts of the sin nature.




(a)  Mal 2:16, “For I hate divorce,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “and him who covers his garment with wrong,[adultery]” says the Lord of hosts. “So take heed to your spirit that you do not deal treacherously [in marriage].”



(b)  1 Pet 2:11, “Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul.”


(14)  The believer worships God from his human spirit.




(a)  Jn 4:23, “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.”



(b)  Jn 4:24, “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”


(15)  God teaches the human spirit.




(a)  Rom 8:16, “The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God.”



(b)  1 Cor 2:11-14, “For who among mankind understands human matters except the man’s self which is in him?  In the same manner also divine matters no one comprehends except the [Holy] Spirit of God.  Now we have not received the spirit of this world [cosmic thinking] from God [the Holy Spirit], but the [human] spirit, in order that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God [the Father], which things we are also communicating, not by means of the teaching from human wisdom, but by means of the teaching from the Spirit by explaining [comparing, combining, interpreting] spiritual things to the spiritual ones.  But the soulish man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and so he is not able to understand, because they are spiritually examined.”


(16)  The difference between Adam as a human being and Jesus Christ as the God-man is the difference between the soul and the spirit, 1 Cor 15:45, “So also it is written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living soul.’ The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.”


(17)  The corrected translation, Eph 4:23, “and that you become renewed by means of the Spirit [not ‘spirit’] by means of your thinking.”


(18)  There is a difference between the soul and spirit denoted in Heb 4:12, “For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”


(19)  The human spirit is the spiritual part of man which has a spiritual relationship with God, 1 Jn 4:2, “By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God.”
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