1 Corinthians 5:2




- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Indeed” plus the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to most of the believers in Corinth.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb PHUSIOW, which means “to become conceited; puffed up with arrogance.” 


The perfect tense indicates that this is a completed action with results that continue.


The passive voice indicates that the Corinthian believers receive the action.


This is the circumstantial use of the participle in a periphrastic construction.
This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are.”  The verb and participle constitute a present periphrastic construction.

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“Indeed you are conceited.”

- is the adversative use of KAI, meaning “And yet” plus the strong, objective negative adverb OUCHI, meaning “not” plus the comparative adverb MALLON, meaning “to a greater degree, more; for a better reason, rather; rather in the sense instead (of something) following a negative.”
  This is followed by the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PENTHEW, which means “to be sad, grieve, or to mourn.”  This does not mean to feel sorry for sins, which we have committed.  Grief does not mean feeling sorry for oneself.  Grief expresses how much we miss the one who is gone.  By analogy, here the Corinthians should be in a state of grief for the loss of their spiritual life.


The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist for a generally accepted fact or universal truth.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians should be in a state of mourning over their carnality.

The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions to state the reality of what is being asked.

“And yet, should you not mourn instead?”

- is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose or a result clause, and should be translated “that.”  Sometimes purpose and result blend into one thought, which is what we have here.  With this we have the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb AIRW, which means “to lift up; renounce; to take away, to be removed, be expelled, or blotted out.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the action expected of the Corinthians in its entirety and regards it as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the subject of this verb receives the action of being renounced and removed from the congregation.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate the purpose clause.

- is the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the neuter singular adjective MESOS, meaning “the middle of” plus the possessive genitive from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  The literal phrase “from the middle of you” or “from your middle,” which is better translated “from your midst.”
 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb PRASSW, which means “to do, accomplish, commit, or to practice.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states the fact of what is going on.


The active voice indicates that this believer in Corinth produces the action.


The participle is used as a substantive and is translated “the one who practices” or “the one practicing.”

With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article, the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and the noun ERGON, meaning “work, deed, accomplishment.”  The entire subject is thus stated as “the one committing this deed.”
1 Cor 5:2 corrected translation
“Indeed you are conceited.  And yet, should you not mourn instead, that the one committing this deed might be removed from your midst?”
Explanation:
1.  Previously, Paul has alluded to the fact the Corinthians might have an arrogance problem.  Now, he just comes out and flat tells them they do have an arrogance problem.  And he will back this up with an example of sexual evil in their Church.

2.  Instead of being arrogant and conceited, the Corinthians should be in mourning.


a.  We mourn when someone dies physically.


b.  In this case someone has died carnally.  One person is in a state of carnal death, and he is representative of the entire church.


c.  There are seven kinds of death mentioned in the Bible, such as physical death, spiritual death, and sexual death.  But here we are dealing with carnal death.


d.  The whole church should mourn the carnal death of one of their members.  When one member is sick, the whole body is sick.  When one member is glorified, the whole body is glorified.  When one member dies carnally, the whole body suffers.


e.  The problem in this case is that the rest of the members of the Corinthian church see nothing wrong with this incestuous believers behavior.  After all, he is only having sex.


f.  The Corinthians have grown up in a culture in which almost anything goes sexually.  One of the things, which was not permitted, was incest.  You could have sex with anyone else regardless of sex or age, but not with someone in your own family.


g.  So the incestuous Corinthian was way out of line, and the church knew all about it and was doing absolutely nothing about it.  They were giving their tacit approval by continuing to welcome the incestuous believer in their fellowship.


h.  Notice that the woman is not mentioned.  Why not?  Is she not equally guilty?  Of course she is.  However, the man is in the leadership position; therefore, he has the responsibility.  The woman will still receive divine discipline, but is not expelled from the local church.  Why not expel the woman also?  Because she is a follower, and will be given the grace opportunity to rebound and recover without excommunication.


i.  Two passages apply to this situation.



(1)  2 Thes 3:6, “Furthermore we command you, brethren, in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ that you keep away from all fellow believers who live in an irresponsible manner and not according to the tradition which they have learned from us.”



(2)  2 Thes 3:14-15, “Furthermore, if anyone does not obey our command through this letter, make a note to yourself concerning this one not to associate with him in order that he might be made ashamed.  And yet do not regard [them] as an enemy but warn [them] as a fellow believer.”

3.  All sin is a private matter between the believer and God.


a.  We are not to stick our nose into the private lives and business of others.


b.  We are not to keep tabs on other believers, watch other believers, or try to catch other believers in sin.  We are not God’s detectives.  God doesn’t need our help.


c.  We are to live our lives as unto the Lord in the privacy of our own priesthood.


d.  However, when a believer gets into a state of perpetual carnality and reversionism and then parades it in front of the local church, he or she has relinquished their own privacy.  They have openly decided to flaunt their own failure for all to see.


e.  God will not stand for this, and the local church has the obligation of removing the believer from the fellowship of the local church.


f.  This must be done in a gracious manner and in such a way that the believer’s privacy is protected as much as possible.  This is not done in public unless the believer in reversionism requests that his/her removal be done publicly.


g.  Excommunication is a matter for the leadership of the local church and must never be entered into lightly.  It must not be done apart from the independent testimony of two or more witnesses.  Gossip and hearsay is never permitted as evidence in an excommunication case in a local church.


h.  The purpose of excommunication is to get the believer in perpetual carnality and reversionism to wake up to their true condition and recover.


i.  Immediately upon rebound and request for restoration, the believer should be restored to the fellowship of the local church.  This is a demonstration of the grace of God and forgiveness of God by the local church.


j.  The believer’s past sin or sins must be forgiven by the local church and forgotten.  Anything less than this is legalism and arrogance on the part of the members of the local church.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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