1 Corinthians 5:1



 - is the adverb of manner HOLWS, meaning “actually” plus the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to speak, say, tell, report.”  Here it means “to be reported” in the passive voice.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what has just recently been told to Paul.


The passive voice indicates that Paul received the action of having something reported to him.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of what was reported to Paul.

“It is actually reported”

- is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you” with the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun PORNEIA, which is used of every kind of unlawful sexual intercourse, and here refers to the sexual evil of incest.  Hence, it means “sexual evil.”  Notice it is in the predicate nominative, which implies the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, “[there is]” as a part of indirect discourse, which also demands the word “that” in English translation.
“It is actually reported [that there is] sexual evil among you,”

- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular correlative adjective TOIOUTOS, which means “of such a kind, such as this.”  With this we have the predicate nominative feminine singular from PORNEIA again.  Again we have the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[it is].”  The phrase is translated “in fact [it is] sexual evil of such a kind.”
- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOSTIS, which in later Koine Greek was used in place of the simple relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which.”  With this we have the negative adverb OUDE, meaning “not even” plus the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine plural article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “among the Gentiles.”  Literally this says, “which not even among the Gentiles.”  This is obviously an elliptical expression like the previous sections of this verse and needs the verb EIMI included to fill out the meaning in English.  Hence, the translation, “which is not even done among the Gentiles” or “which does not even occur among the Gentiles” or “which does not even exist among the Gentiles.”

 - is the conjunction HWSTE, which introduces a dependent clause and is followed by the Greek accusative-infinitive construction, in which the accusative case of a substantive functions as the subject of an infinitive.  It is translated “so that.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun GUNĒ, which means “wife.”  Then we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone; a certain person.”  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his” and noun PATĒR, meaning “of his father.”  Finally, we have the present active infinitive from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”  This is used euphemistically here for having sexual intercourse with someone.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in the Corinthian church.


The active voice indicates that a certain believer is producing this action.


The infinitive functions as a main verb in the accusative-infinitive construction in the Greek.  This phrase says literally, “so that a certain person has the wife of his father.”  A complete thought in English getting away from the euphemism would be, “so that a certain believer is having sexual relations with his father’s wife.”

1 Cor 5:1 corrected translation
“It is actually reported [that there is] sexual evil among you.  In fact, [it is] sexual evil of such a kind, which [is] not even [done] among the Gentiles, so that a certain person is having sexual relations with his father’s wife.”
Explanation:
1.  Who brought the report to Paul?  Apollos, the pastor-teacher at Corinth.

2.  Why did he report this to Paul?  Because Paul was the spiritual father of this church, and as an apostle had the care of all the churches, he had a right to know what was going on in one of his churches.

3.  The sexual evil described here is incest.  Whether this believer’s father’s wife was his own mother or his stepmother makes no difference.  In the eyes of God, it is sexual evil.  It is condemned three times in the Mosaic Law.


a.  Lev 18:8, “You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's wife; it is your father’s nakedness.”


b.  Deut 22:30, “A man shall not take his father's wife so that he will not uncover his father’s skirt.”


c.  Deut 27:20, “‘Cursed is he who lies with his father's wife, because he has uncovered his father’s skirt.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’”

4.  Incest with one’s own mother was not practiced among the Greeks, even though they were famous for all their other sexual evils.  In fact, one of the greatest Greek Tragedies ever written was about a man who became king and unknowingly had sex with his own mother and was severely punished by the gods for it.  It is called Oedipus Rex.

5.  Sex in Scripture.


a.  There are two categories of sex operational in history.



(1)  Legitimate sex, which God invented for the invisible walls of marriage.



(2)  Illegitimate sex, which is man’s sinful and evil distortion of what God has so graciously provided.  The castle of marriage has invisible walls, which isolate husband and wife in marriage and cause their relationship to be unique.  Illegitimate sex destroys the castle walls of marriage.  1 Cor 7:2, “But because of every kind of unlawful sex, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband.”  


b.  Sex outside of marriage is always classified as a sin, Lev 18; 20:10-23; Num 5:12-13; Deut 5:22-23.  There are five categories of sexual sins.



(1)  Adultery, which is voluntary sexual intercourse of a married person with someone other than his wife.



(2)  Fornication, which is voluntary sexual intercourse between two unmarried persons or two persons not married to each other.



(3)  The sexual sins of degeneracy.




(a)  Homosexuality, which is voluntary sexual intercourse directed toward a person of one's own sex.




(b)  Bestiality, which is sexual relationship between a human being and an animal.




(c)  Necrophilia, which is erotic attraction to a corpse.



(4)  The sexual sins of crime.




(a)  Rape, which is to force a person to have intercourse.




(b)  Incest, which is sexual intercourse between parents and children.




(c)  Pederasty, which is sexual relationship between two males, one of whom is a minor.




(d)  Prostitution, which is the practice of engaging in sexual intercourse for money.




(e)  Pandering, which is the function of a pimp, a go-between who profits from the vices of others related to illicit sexual intercourse.



(5)  The sexual sins related to evil.  This includes the phallic cult, demonism and demon cults related to sex.

6.  Summary of General Principles of Sex.


a.  From the standpoint of time in marriage, sex is probably less than one percent.  But from the standpoint of quality, motivation, satisfaction, virtue, honor, integrity, its significance encompasses the entire marital relationship.


b.  Sex is the boundary for marriage, the invisible walls of the castle, the line of demarcation that separates a husband and wife from the rest of the world.


c.  This does not imply that marriage is asocial or antisocial, but emphasizes the importance of marriage as the basic unit on which society, culture and nationalism depends.


d.  God designed sex for marriage only.


e.  Sex was designed for husband and wife to complete each other under the principle of interdependence, and establish those invisible castle walls around that relationship.


f.  Sex is a private matter between a husband and a wife.  Do not run around and tell your sex problems to everyone who will listen.  It only creates gossip.


g.  In marriage, young adults make a permanent change of station from family unity to marital unity, from family privacy and intimacy to marital privacy and intimacy.


h.  This new unity is formed by leaving father and mother and having sex in marriage.  God invented sex as a line of demarcation.
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