1 Corinthians 4:20




- is the objective negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere or the instrumental of manner (either are correct doctrinally here, and both are translated the same way) from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “speaking, speech, word, statement, proclamation, instruction, teaching, message.”  The phrase is translated, “For…not in speech.”
- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA, which means “the royal reign or kingdom of God.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  The possessive genitive indicates that it is God’s kingdom; it belongs to Him.  The phrase is translated, “the kingdom of God.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, “[is].”

“For the kingdom of God [is] not in speech,”

 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS, meaning “but in power.”
1 Cor 4:20 corrected translation
“For the kingdom of God [is] not in speech, but in power.”
Explanation:
1.  The problem in Corinth had to do with wrong values.


a.  The leaders of each faction had to gather an audience to listen to them.


b.  They did this through their eloquent and dramatic speaking ability.


c.  The Greeks loved eloquence in their speakers and adored good drama.  Nothing drew a crowd faster than a person who was a powerful and eloquent speaker.


d.  This is why the Corinthians initially loved Apollos so much.  He was a very dynamic speaker, and was just the right kind of pastor to hold the attention of the Corinthians.  (Once they got into perpetual carnality, no one was going to hold their attention.)


e.  So Paul goes to the root of the problem here and states what is wrong with the basic values of the Corinthians.  They highly valued good public speaking ability, as demonstrated by an eloquent, dramatic message.  Instead, they should have valued the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in their souls as the power of the spiritual life of the Church Age.

2.  What is the Kingdom of God?


a.  The word BASILEIA means “royal reign” or “kingdom.”  The word “God” here is a reference to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, the phrase HE BASILEIA TOU THEOU refers to the royal reign of our Lord Jesus Christ over his royal family (all Church Age believers) during the Church Age and beyond.


b.  The reign of Christ in the royal family of God is performed in the sphere of power or in the manner of power.


c.  There are two power options in the spiritual life of the Church Age: the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine circulating in our thoughts.


d.  The Lord Jesus Christ reigns over His kingdom, the Church, during the Church Age through two systems of power that work in harmony—the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul.


e.  The reign of our Lord Jesus Christ is not accomplished by the eloquent or dramatic speech of some leader, as per what was happening amongst the Corinthians, but is accomplished in the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine being learned, remembered, recalled, and applied.


f.  Rom 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking but righteousness, prosperity, and happiness by means of the Holy Spirit.”


g.  The phrase “the kingdom of God” is also found in: Mt 12:28; 21:31, 43; Mk 1:15; 4:11, 26, 30 and often; Lk 4:43; 6:20; 7:28; 8:1 and very often; Acts 1:3; 8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 28:23, 31; Jn 3:3, 5; 1 Cor 4:20;1 Cor 6:10, cf. 9; 15:50; Gal 5:21.



(1)  Mt 12:28, “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom [reign] of God has come upon you.”



(2)  Mt 21:43, “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom [rule] of God will be taken away from you, and be given to a nation producing the fruit of it.”



(3)  Mk 1:15, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”



(4)  Mk 4:11, “And He was saying to them, “To you has been given the mystery of the kingdom of God; but those who are outside get everything in parables.”



(5)  Lk 4:43, “But He said to them, “I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, for I was sent for this purpose.”



(6)  Lk 7:28, “I say to you, among those born of women, there is no one greater than John; yet he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”



(7)  Acts 1:3, “To these He also presented Himself alive, after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days, and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.”



(8)  Acts 8:12, “But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike.”



(9)  Acts 19:8, “And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God.”



(10)  The reign of Christ during the Church Age was the primary subject of Paul’s message to the Jews in Rome at the beginning of his imprisonment, Acts 28:17-31.



(11)  Jn 3:3, 5, “Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”



(12)  1 Cor 15:50, “Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.”



(13)  Gal 5:19-21, “Now the deeds of the flesh [sin nature] are evident, which are: normal sexual sins, abnormal sexual sins, mental sexual sins, idolatry, drug abuse, hostilities, argumentation, jealousy, outbursts of anger, inordinate ambitions, dissensions, factions, envies, drinking bouts, wild parties, and similar things to these, which things I am saying in advance for your benefit, just as I have said before, that those who continue practicing such things as these will never inherit the kingdom of God.”  Inheriting the rule or reign or our Lord means sharing in our Lord’s inheritance as a mature believer and ruling with Him during His millennial reign.  The believer who remains in perpetual carnality after salvation does not lose his salvation, but definitely loses his opportunity to rule with Christ as a part of his escrow blessings for eternity.  Compare also, 1 Cor 6:9-10, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.” And Eph 5:5, “For you know this [principle of application], if you have learned [the pertinent doctrine], that every male prostitute, either pervert or panderer who is an idolater, will not have any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ even God.”

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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