1 Corinthians 4:14




- is the objective negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the nominative first person masculine singular present active participle from the verb ENTREPW, which means “to make someone ashamed; to put someone to shame; to shame someone, to embarrass someone.”


The nominative masculine singular refers to Paul


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The participle is telic participle, which indicates the purpose of the action of the main verb.  Such expressions as “so that,” “for the purpose of,” and “in order to” may be used in the translation.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you.”

- is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, meaning “to write” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“I am writing these things not to put you to shame,”

- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun TEKNON, meaning “children” plus the possessive genitive singular from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective AGAPĒTOS, meaning “beloved ones.”  The phrase is translated “but as my beloved children.”
 - is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb NOUTHETEW, which means literally “to put into someone’s mind,” and then comes to mean “to warn, admonish, instruct, or advise.”  “The verb means, ‘to impart understanding,’ ‘to set right,’ ‘to lay on the heart’.  The stress is on influencing not merely the intellect but the will and disposition.  The word thus acquires such senses as ‘to admonish,’ ‘to warn,’ ‘to remind,’ and ‘to correct’.  It describes a basic means of education.  Philo and Clement of Alexandria speak about God or Christ warning, censuring, and encouraging us in this way.”
  Some of the best manuscripts have the letter N at the end of the word, which then makes this a nominative masculine singular present active participle.  The meaning of the clause is identical in either case.  As a verb it says, “But I am warning [you] as my beloved children.”  As a participle it says, “But warning [you] as my beloved children.”  So why the letter N at the end?  Because the first word in the next verse is EAN.  There were no spaces between words in the Greek language.  Therefore, the text would read NOUTHEOEAN.  Since good Greek grammar 300 years after Paul wrote this demanded that an N be added at the end of a word ending in a vowel because the next word in the sentence began in a vowel, the scribes simply added the N to smooth out the pronunciation and to follow the normal rules of grammar.  They didn’t see it as a problem, since the meaning was not changed.


The present tense is a descriptive or pictorial present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

We have to add an object in English grammar for the sentence to make sense to us, which is why I have added the object “you” and enclosed it in brackets to indicate it is not part of the original text but necessary for clarification and correct English grammar.
1 Cor 4:14 corrected translation
“I am writing these things not to put you to shame, but as my beloved children I am warning [you].”
Explanation:
1.  Paul didn’t want to shame or embarrass the Corinthians, but it was necessary at times.  This was not one of them.


a.  No pastor is interested in embarrassing anyone in his congregation.  The same was true of Paul.


b.  He loved the Corinthians as a father loves his own children.  He was their spiritual father and they were his spiritual children.


c.  No parent seeks to embarrass their children or put them to shame.  Just as parents seek to instruct and teach their children, so pastors and apostles do likewise.

2.  The Bible has many things to say about shame.  Here are a few of the passages:


a.  The believer will never be put to shame for all of eternity, Isa 45:17, “Israel has been saved by the Lord with an everlasting salvation; You will not be put to shame or humiliated to all eternity.”


b.  The unbeliever will be ashamed for all of eternity because he did not believe in Christ, Ps 31:17,  “Let me not be put to shame, O Lord, for I call upon You; Let the wicked be put to shame, let them be silent in Sheol.”


c.  Arrogant people, whether believers or unbelievers, are put to shame by the Lord, Ps 35:26, “Let those be ashamed and humiliated altogether who rejoice at my distress; let those be clothed with shame and dishonor who magnify themselves over me.”


d.  Anyone who is anti-Semitic is put to shame, Ps  44:7, “But You have saved us from our adversaries, and You have put to shame those who hate us.”


e.  Shame is part of the discipline to those who reject authority and discipline, Prov  13:18, “Poverty and shame will come to him who neglects discipline, but he who regards reproof will be honored.”


f.  Anyone who rejects the Lord will be put to shame, Isa  65:13, “Therefore, thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, My servants will eat, but you will be hungry.  Behold, My servants will drink, but you will be thirsty.  Behold, My servants will rejoice, but you will be put to shame.’”


g.  Believers who are positive to the teaching of the word of God are permitted to suffer shame because of their relationship with Christ as a means of glorifying Him, Acts 5:41, “So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.”


h.  God uses the things considered weak and foolish by the unbeliever and reversionistic believer in the world to put them to shame, 1 Cor 1:27, “but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong.”


i.  It is a source of shame for believers to take other believers in their church to court, so that their case is determined on human law rather than divine law, 1 Cor 6:5, “I say this to your shame. Is it so, that there is not among you one wise man who will be able to decide between his brethren?”


j.  Ignorance of Bible doctrine is a shame for any believer, 1 Cor 15:34, “Become sober-minded as you ought, and stop sinning; for some have no knowledge of God.  I speak this to your shame.”


k.  The mature believer seeks to not be put to shame in anything, Phil 1:20, “according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.”


l.  Believers who are antagonistic to the accurate teaching of the word of God should be put to shame by those who are positive by not associating with them, 2 Thes 3:14, “If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame.”


m.  The righteous manner of life of the mature believer causes anyone who slanders him or her to be put to shame by others, 1 Pet 3:16, “and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame.”


n.  There is shame at the evaluation throne or judgment seat of Christ for those who failed to live the spiritual life of the Church Age, 1 Jn 2:28, “Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame in His presence.”

3.  One of the many tasks of the communicator of doctrine is to warn his congregation.


a.  Here Paul was warning the Corinthians about:



(1)  Criticizing and condemning others, verse 5.



(2)  Not going beyond the things which have been written in Scripture, verse 6a.



(3)  Against arrogance which takes sides with one believe against another believer, verse 6b.



(4)  Against boasting that everything they have spiritually was of their own doing, verse 7.



(5)  Against thinking they were already mature believers, verse 8.



(6)  Against thinking more highly of themselves than they had a right, verse 10.


b.  The Scripture has many others things to say about the believer being warned:



(1)  The unbeliever was warned by our Lord to fear God, Lk 12:5, “But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!”



(2)  Our Lord warned many believers, including His own disciples, not to reveal Him as the Christ, because the time was not yet right as a part of God’s plan, Mt 9:30, 12:16, 16:20; Mk 1:43, 3:12, 8:30; Lk 9:21.



(3)  Mature believers have always been warned by God about coming historical crisis.




(a)  Mt 2:12, “And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way.”




(b)  Mt 2:22, “But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.  Then after being warned by God in a dream, he left for the regions of Galilee.”




(c)  Heb 11:7, “By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.”



(4)  God even warns unbelievers about their coming judgment, Mt 3:7, “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?’”  Lk 3:7, “So he began saying to the crowds who were going out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?’”



(5)  God the Holy Spirit warns believers about divine discipline through the teaching of Bible doctrine, 1 Thes 4:6, “and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you.”



(6)  Those who reject the warning of God do so at their own peril, Heb 12:25, “See to it that you do not refuse Him [God the Holy Spirit] who is speaking.  For if those [unbelievers and believers] did not escape when they refused him [the communicator of doctrine] who warned them on earth, much less will we [believers] escape who turn away from [negative volition to doctrine] Him [God] who warns from heaven.”

�  Kittel, Gerhard, and Friedrich, Gerhard, Editors, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985.
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