1 Corinthians 4:11




- is the improper Attic preposition ACHRI, meaning “until” plus the adverbial genitive of time from the article, which is used here as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “this” and the adverb of time ARTI, meaning “now, present” with the feminine singular noun HWRA, meaning “hour.”  Literally this says “until this present hour.”  In English we say, “up to this present moment” or “up until now.”

- is the Attic construction KAI…KAI…KAI, meaning “both…and…and” plus the first person plural present active indicative from the verb PEINAW, which means, “to be hungry, to suffer hunger.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that has begun in the past and continues at the present time.


The active voice indicates that Paul and the members of his team produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of Paul’s situation.

- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person plural present active indicative from the verb DIPSAW, which means “to be thirsty, to suffer from thirst.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that has begun in the past and continues at the present time.


The active voice indicates that Paul and the members of his team produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of Paul’s situation.

- is the connective KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person plural present active indicative from the verb GUMNITEUW, which means “to be poorly clothed; to wear worn-out clothes.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that has begun in the past and continues at the present time.


The active voice indicates that Paul and the members of his team produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of Paul’s situation.

- is the connective KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person plural present passive indicative from the verb KOLAPHIZW, which means “to be beaten physically by someone’s fists; to be treated roughly; to be mistreated.”  This is the same word that Paul will use for the demon from Satan who continually beats him up physically.


The present tense is a durative present for an action that has begun in the past and continues at the present time.


The passive voice indicates that Paul and the members of his team receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of Paul’s situation.

 - is the connective KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person plural present active indicative from the verb ASTATEW, which means “to be homeless, unsettled, a vagabond.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that has begun in the past and continues at the present time.


The active voice indicates that Paul and the members of his team produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of Paul’s situation.

1 Cor 4:11 corrected translation
“Up to this present moment we both suffer hunger, and suffer thirst, and are poorly clothed, and receive beatings, and are homeless.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul describes what has been the condition of the members of his team in the past and what continues to be their condition right up to the present moment.


a.  Paul doesn’t say these things to get the Corinthians to feel sorry for him or because he is feeling sorry for himself.


b.  Paul doesn’t say these things to shame the Corinthians (for Paul directly states this in a few verses) or because he is ashamed of himself.


c.  Paul is not being sarcastic anymore.  He is being honest and truthful.


d.  He is not describing his conditions all the time; for there were times when Paul had plenty and times when he had very little.  Phil 4:12, “I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.”


e.  Paul is not saying these things to describe spiritual greatness.  This is how many believers took this verse in the late middle ages (1000-1300 A.D.) and it led to the legalism and arrogance of monasticism.  Read History of the Christian Church, Philip Schaff, Vol. 5, pp. 309-325.

2.  Paul describes four categories of physical privation: hunger, thirst, lack of decent clothing, and lack of decent permanent shelter.  This was the general condition of he and the members of his team most of the time, especially when they were traveling from town to town giving the gospel.

3.  In addition to the physical privation, Paul and his team are regularly faced with physical beatings from Jews who hate them, bandits who want to rob them, pagans who are motivated by demons, and the Romans who consider them a threat to the Empire.

4.  Most importantly, he wants the Corinthians to know that this is what is now going on with his team.  They are suffering privation.  But he is not complaining about it!


a.  The Corinthians had everything.  They literally were rich and in need of nothing.


b.  Paul was suffering privation at this time along with his team, but he wasn’t complaining about it.


c.  The Corinthians were the ones doing all the complaining, not Paul.


d.  If anyone had a right to complain, it was Paul.  Here was the greatest believer of the Church Age along with other men of great honor and integrity who had devoted themselves to serving the Lord, and they were all suffering a lack of the basic necessities of life—food, shelter, and clothing.


e.  The Corinthians were acting like spiritual idiots and they had more prosperity than they knew what to do with.

5.  So what is Paul’s point?


a.  Spirituality is not based upon privation or prosperity.


b.  Living the spiritual life does mean you have to be poor or that you should be rich.


c.  Privation happens sometimes as a part of spiritual testing, but God does not permit the believer to suffer indefinitely, unless the believer does so of his own free will.


d.  Being physically beaten by someone else is not necessarily a sign of spirituality.  However, in Paul’s team’s case it was.


e.  Paul was not being a martyr here.  There is a true martyrdom and a false martyrdom.



(1)  Christians who suffer because of the volition of others and to glorify God rather than self are true martyrs.



(2)  Christians who suffer because of their own volition and to glorify self are receiving divine discipline and the sin unto death.


f.  Paul wants the Corinthians to see that his physical condition is no reflection of his spiritual condition, just as the physical condition of the Corinthians (their prosperity) is no reflection of their spiritual condition.


g.  The Corinthians had come to the erroneous conclusion that they were great spiritually because they had all this fantastic physical prosperity and all these wonderful spiritual gifts.


h.  Paul is about to show them that he and his team are periodically suffering from physical privation and hardship but are still doing great spiritually.
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