1 Corinthians 3:7




- is the subordinating conjunction HWSTE, which introduces an independent clause here, and so is translated, “For this reason, Therefore, or So.”  With this we have the negative coordinating conjunction OUTE…OUTE, which means “neither…nor.”

- is the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb PHUTEUW, which means “the one who plants.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated “the one who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which looks at the action as existing without reference to its progress; it is simply stated as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the one who plants (in this case the missionary) produces the action of being nothing special.


The participle is used as a substantive.

With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the one who plants produces the action of being nothing special.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that the missionary is just a human being and nothing special.

With this we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anything.”  Here it means “anything special,” since a person who does in fact exist cannot be “nothing (as in the English idiom ‘the one who plants is nothing’).”  Therefore, we are dealing with a Greek idiom.

- is the negative coordinating conjunction OUTE, meaning “nor” plus the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb POTIZW, which means “the one who waters.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated “the one who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which looks at the action as existing without reference to its progress; it is simply stated as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the one who waters (in this case the pastor) produces the action of being nothing special.


The participle is used as a substantive.

 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb AUXANW, which means “the one who causes growth.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which looks at the action as existing without reference to its progress; it is simply stated as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the one who causes growth (in this case God the Holy Spirit) produces the action.


The participle is used as a substantive.

Finally, we have the independent or appositional nominative from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God,” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.

1 Cor 3:7 corrected translation
“Therefore neither the one who plants is anything, nor the one who waters, but the One who causes growth, God!”
Explanation:
1.  Paul’s first conclusion is that neither himself, as the missionary, or Apollos, as the pastor-teacher are of any real importance, but God the Holy Spirit, who causes the spiritual growth.

2.  No missionary or pastor or evangelist can cause you to grow spiritually; that is the function or work of God the Holy Spirit.

3.  The missionary, evangelist, and pastor can be replaced at any time by someone far superior, far greater, much more dynamic, if God so chooses.

4.  We are nothing compared to God.  It is His plan, His will, His purpose, His work, which make our spiritual lives great.  It is never what we do.

5.  God does all the work.  He deserves all the credit.

6.  Certainly the missionary, the evangelist, the pastor are all important in their function in God’s plan or else God wouldn’t include them in His plan.  But they are not so important that we should give any overly special regard to those with communication gifts.


a.  By overly special regard I mean like the treating a man as if he were God, as the Catholic believers do to the Pope.


b.  On the other hand we must also remember those passages like Heb 13:7, “Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.”



(1)  The word remember is used figuratively here and refers to thinking about the work that they do and mentioning them in our prayers.



(2)  It also has the connotation of being thankful for those in authority over you.  This is the motivation for praying on their behalf.

7.  Communicators of doctrine are certainly important and certainly do God’s work, but they are nothing compared to God the Holy Spirit and all that He does for us.  This is the important point that Paul is trying to get the Corinthians to understand.

8.  The Corinthians are all overly concerned about who is really important as a human authority over their congregation, and have completely forgotten how important God the Holy Spirit is in their spiritual lives.

9.  Paul is trying to get the Corinthian believers eyes off of human “celebrities” and back onto who and what God is, and all that He is doing for them.

10.  There is only one great celebrity in the Church Age and that is Jesus Christ.

11.  There is only one Person doing all the work in the Church Age and that is God the Holy Spirit.

12.  God causes us to grow up spiritually; we don’t do it ourselves.


a.  God provides the completed canon of Scripture, the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher to explain the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, the logistical grace support to keep the local church going, the royal priesthood of the believer, and the congregation for the privacy of the priesthood.


b.  God provides the preparation of the pastor, the motivation of the missionary, the evangelist, and the pastor to study and keep on speaking God’s word.


c.  God provides the spiritual life of all Church Age believers regardless of their spiritual gift.


d.  God provides the spiritual I.Q. necessary to understand spiritual phenomena—the teaching of New Testament Church Age Bible doctrine.


e.  God provides the concentration, the ability to remember previous doctrine taught, and the ability to understand new doctrines never heard before.


f.  All of these things combine to cause us to learn the word of God and grow up spiritually.


g.  We do not grow up spiritually by anything we do.  The only thing involved on our part is our non-meritorious positive volition to the teaching of the word of God.


h.  Positive volition is a decision, not a work that we do.  God does all the work.  We simply decide to allow Him to do so.  We agree with God’s plan for our spiritual growth, and then God produces the growth.


i.  This is why Paul said that he and Apollos were really insignificant in God’s plan of spiritual growth for believers.
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