1 Corinthians 3:4




- is the temporal particle HOTAN, used since Homer, meaning “at the time that, whenever, when of an action that is conditional, possible, and, in many instances, repeated.”
  With this we have the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “someone, anyone.”  Then we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb LEGW, which means in this context “to say, allege, assert, claim, or contend.”


The present tense is an aoristic present which presents the action as a simple event or as a present fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that some people in the Corinthian church are doing this.


The subjunctive mood is used with the temporal particle HOTAN to introduce a temporal clause.  All temporal clauses in the Greek use the subjunctive mood to indicate that the event will occur at some indefinite future time.

“For whenever anyone asserts,”

- is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” with the correlative particle MEN, which is generally not translated.  With this we have the genitive of possession and relationship from the masculine singular proper noun PAULOS.  The genitive of relationship is really a specialized use of the genitive of possession.  It indicates some aspect of marital, genital, or social relationship.  This group of believers in Corinth asserts that they have a special relationship with Paul.  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “I am.”


The present tense is an aoristic present which presents the action as a simple event or as a present fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that some people in the Corinthian church are doing this.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Literally this says, “I am of Paul,” but this is an idiom meaning “I have a special relationship with Paul.”  This meaning of the phrase is determined by the context of 1 Cor 3:21, which says, “So then let no one boast in men,” which is referring back to the assertions in this verse.

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective HETEROS, meaning “other or another” and the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “but.”   “In the NT HETEROS is used in much the same way as  [=other/another].  It denotes the new member in a series that either continues (Lk 14:18ff.) or concludes it (Acts 15:35).  It may denote others either of the same kind (Acts 17:34; Lk 4:34) or of another kind (Lk 23:32).  It may compare or contrast two groups (Acts 23:6), but can also simply denote the next day (Acts 20:15).”

- is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular proper noun APOLLWS, meaning: “I have a special relationship with Apollos.”
 - is the strong negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, which in the plural has the special meaning of “fellow men.” Finally, we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that both of these groups produce the action of being men.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used to introduce questions.

1 Cor 3:4 corrected translation
“For whenever anyone asserts, ‘I have a special relationship with Paul’ but another ‘I have a special relationship with Apollos,’ are you not fellow men?”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues with a further explanation of why the Corinthian believers are generally all in a state of carnality because of their factions and divisions, rivalry and strife.

2.  Each of the four groups are asserting that they have a special relationship with the leader of their group, whether Paul, Peter, Apollos, or our Lord.


a.  Paul does not address the issue of those who claim a special relationship with the Lord for two reasons:



(1)  They do have a special relationship with the Lord because they are in union with Him, and he has already addressed this fact in the first chapter in verse 2 and 30.



(2)  Having a special relationship with Christ is no excuse for creating divisions, factions, rivalry and strife in a local church.  All believers have equal privilege and equal opportunity as members of the royal family of God to use their special relationship with Christ to reach spiritual maturity and have personal love for God.


b.  Paul also does not address the legalistic Jewish party in the church who associate themselves with Peter, since Peter has never been to Corinth and has nothing to do with the leadership of this group anyway.  The leader of the Jerusalem church was James the Lord’s half brother and not Peter.  Peter was a non-issue and a non-factor.


c.  But Paul does address himself to the two parties who claim special relationship with himself and Apollos.  Why?  Because they are the only two men they have ever had as face-to-face spiritual authorities over them as pastors, and the problem here is rejection of the authority of the pastor.

3.  These two groups were singling themselves out as somehow special because they had a special relationship with the pastor.


a.  Having a so-called special relationship with the pastor is meaningless.


b.  No pastor is anyone special.  He is not particularly holy, sacred, spiritual, or closer to God in any way.


c.  The only thing a pastor has that those in the congregation do not have is a spiritual gift to understand the word of God in the privacy of his study and to be able to teach it to others.  That in no way makes him special.


d.  Therefore, having a special relationship with the pastor does not make anyone else special, just arrogant.


e.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is no better than the spiritual gifts of helps or administration.  It is just a different spiritual gift.  All spiritual gifts are equally necessary.  All spiritual gifts are critically important to the function of a local church.


f.  Everyone is permitted and should have special friends, even the pastor of a church.  But having any particular person as a friend doesn’t make someone else more special, more holy, more sacred, or more spiritual in any way.  This is why Paul asks the question, “Are you not fellow men?”

4.  All believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are co-equal in the following ways:


a.  God gave all of us human life at birth.


b.  We all started out in total depravity.


c.  We all have a fully operational old sin nature at birth.


d.  We all commit sins before and after salvation.


e.  We all have equal privilege and equal opportunity to grow in grace.


f.  We all are in union with Christ.


g.  So Paul’s question, “Are you not fellow men?” is really getting the Corinthians to realize that he and Apollos are really just men like they are.  Paul is saying, “We are only men.  Aren’t you just like us?  You are no different than we are and we are different than you.  Isn’t that true?”

5.  Paul’s logic here is that no human being can have a special relationship with God because of their association with or relationship to another human being.  This is one of the great heresies of organized religion.  This has clearly been the teaching and behavior of the Roman Catholic Church, and was one of the major reasons for the Protestant Reformation.

6.  There is only one person with whom we can have a special association or relationship that causes us to have a special relationship with God and that is the Lord Jesus Christ through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.

7.  At least three of these factions had their eyes on people.  The forth faction (“I have a special relationship with Christ”) were just plain arrogant about their relationship with God.  All of them were wrong.

8.  Being on the side of the pastor or having a “special relationship” with the pastor doesn’t help the believer in any way.  It doesn’t cause spiritual growth or glorification of God.  It does nothing for a believer one way or another.  So trying to have an “in” with the pastor or working to be liked by him is really a waste of your time spiritually.
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