1 Corinthians 3:3




- is the temporal adverb ETI, meaning “yet or still” plus the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective SARKIKOS (and is often interchanged by copyists with the word SARKINOS which means “consisting of flesh, fleshly”), which is used as a noun and means “belonging to the flesh, fleshly, or carnal.”  The word was used first by Aristotle.  In the New Testament it is used metaphorically for the function of the sin nature controlling the thinking of the soul rather than the Holy Spirit controlling the soul through the recall and application of Bible doctrine, which a believer has learned.  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: you are.”

The present tense is a durative or retroactive progressive present for a condition of carnality that has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers are producing this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“For you are still carnal.”

- is the particle of place HOPOU, meaning “where,” but the word was also used figuratively in a causal sense, meaning “since, in so far as; whereas.”  With this we have the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR again, meaning “For.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”  Then we have predicate nominative from the masculine or neuter singular (the form is the same in the Greek) noun ZĒLOS and the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ERIS connected by the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”


1.  The word ZĒLOS.




a.  Is used in a good sense meaning “zeal.”



b.  Is used in a bad sense meaning “jealousy, envy, competition, contention.”  It is used this way here and in 2 Cor 12:20.  “When ZĒLOS is used with  (as in Rom 13:13; cf. 1 Cor 3:3; 2 Cor l2:20; Gal 5:20),  seems to be coordinate with ZĒLOS in the sense of ‘rivalry’ or ‘party-attachment’).
  Both Euripides (5th century B.C.) and Plutarch (1st-2nd century A.D.) use the word in the sense of “rivalry.”


2.  The word ERIS.



a.  This word has been used since the time of Homer (9th century B.C.) and means “strife, discord, or contention.”



b.  It is also found in Phil 1:15; Tit 3:9; 1 Cor 1:11; Rom 1:29, 13:13; 2 Cor 12:20; and Gal 5:20.


There is no verb in this clause, indicating Paul’s seriousness in what he is saying.

“For since [there is] rivalry and strife among you.”

- is the negative adverb OUCH, meaning “not” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective SARKIKOS used as a noun, meaning “carnal” as above.  With this we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are.”


The present tense is a descriptive or pictorial present for what is now going on among the Corinthian believers.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“are you not carnal ones,”

 - is the intensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact” with the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of manner from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “in the same manner as mankind.”  Finally, we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk” and is used metaphorically for living one’s life.


The present tense is a pictorial present which presents a picture of what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers are producing the action of living their lives on the basis of or in the same manner as the rest of mankind.


The indicative mood is used to indicate a simple statement of fact.

“in fact walking in the same manner as mankind?”
1 Cor 3:3 corrected translation
“For you are still carnal.  For since there is rivalry and strife among you, are you not carnal ones, in fact walking in the same manner as mankind?”
Explanation:
1.  “For you are still carnal.”

a.  The Corinthians are still out of fellowship with God and will remain so as long as there are factions and divisions in their local church.


b.  Carnality is the status of the sin nature controlling the soul of the believer.


c.  Carnality only lasts as long as it takes for a believer to realize his status of being out of fellowship with God and then doing what God expects to get back into fellowship with Him, that is, 1 Jn 1:9, naming our sins to Him.


d.  There was nothing more dramatic or more final that Paul could say to the Corinthians about their spiritual status than this statement that they are still carnal.  This was not said to any other local church by Paul.  It was said to some of the local churches by John in Rev 2-3, and it was clearly the status of the Jerusalem church with their morally degenerate leadership suggesting that Paul should take Levitical vows.


e.  More than any other statement in Scripture, this evaluation by the apostle is the defining statement of God’s assessment of the Corinthian local church.


f.  Even though the local church as a group failed, not all failed.



(1)  The several pastors of the Corinthian church did not fail.  Apollos, Timothy, Titus, and Paul were not failures in their spiritual lives.



(2)  There were several individual members of the Corinthian church who made it to spiritual maturity, such as Sosthenes, Stephanas, Fortunatus, Achaicus, Crispus, Gaius, and Chloe.


g.  Carnality in itself is not failure in the spiritual life; for all of us sin (1 Jn 1:8, 10).  The failure is in perpetuating that carnality and not recognizing the status of sinfulness and doing something about it (1 Jn 1:9).


h.  The thing that brought down this severe judgment from Paul upon the Corinthians (remember God the Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write this and permitted Paul to pass this severe judgment on the Corinthians) was not the fact that they were carnal (which would have been an aorist tense), but the fact that they continue to still be carnal.  They just would not rebound.


i.  This is why Paul will explain in 1 Cor 11:31, “But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged.”



(1)  God knows we will sin and has provided the solution—His Son, our Lord, being judged for those sins on the Cross.



(2)  When we use the fellowship recovery device of 1 Jn 1:9, then we are judging ourselves and God does not judge us.



(3)  When we fail to use the fellowship recovery device in 1 Jn 1:9, then we perpetuate carnality and receive increasing degrees of divine discipline and punishment.



(4)  Perpetual carnality is wrongdoing by the believer, and the believer is always severely punished for wrongdoing.

2.  “For since there is rivalry and strife among you, are you not carnal ones,”


a.  In this phrase Paul gives the reason for the perpetuation of the Corinthian believers’ carnality—they continue to have rivalry and strife among them.


b.  Jealousy is the motivation behind the rivalry and strife.  Rivalry and strife are the result of the jealousy, envy, and inordinate ambition.


c.  Rivalry is inordinate competition with others, trying to be better than everyone else for the wrong reasons.  There is nothing wrong with wanting to be the best; for example wanting to be the best at executing the Lord’s plan for your life.  The problem is the true motivation behind wanting to be the best at something.



(1)  If you want to be the best at something because you want to please the Lord, then that is an honorable motivation and worthy of praise from the Lord and to be admired by others.



(2)  If, however, you want to be the best at something so that you will receive the admiration, approbation, respect, or acclaim of others, then your motivation is self-serving rather than God-serving.


d.  The problem with the Corinthians was wrong motivation.  They wanted the other groups to envy their group.  They wanted everyone else to be jealous of them.  So they set up a false system of rivalry amongst themselves to determine who was the better group.


e.  The result was strife amongst each other.



(1)  Strife is antagonism toward others which produces verbal quarreling and maligning.



(2)  Strife is argumentation from arrogance and hatred.



(3)  Strife maligns and criticizes others to make themselves look better.  Strife manifests itself in criticism of others.  Criticism of others is a form of judging others.  We are to judge ourselves, not other believers.



(4)  Strife is the outward manifestation of the inward problem of arrogance, jealousy, and envy.


f.  So Paul describes here the two outward manifestations of the mental attitude sins of these groups—they have the rivalry of inordinate competition with each other and they have the verbal antagonism and vilification of strife.


g.  As a result, they are clearly still in carnality.  No one can be in a state of inordinate competition with another believer and not be in a state of carnality.  The ultimate inordinate competition in all of creature history is Satan’s rivalry with God.  No believer can be in a state of strife with another believer and not be in a state of carnality.  The ultimate state of strife is the status of strife manifest by Satan toward God.  God is not in a state of rivalry or strife with Satan, the thought is blasphemous.

4.  “in fact walking in the same manner as mankind?”

a.  Finally, Paul sets up a comparison between the carnal believers of the Corinthian church who are acting just like everyone else in Corinth who is not a believer.


b.  When the believer is in a state of carnality, they imitate the unbeliever.  Why?  Because their sin nature is controlling their soul, just like the unbeliever’s sin nature is controlling their soul.


c.  The only way a believer is distinguished from an unbeliever is by how they live their life—how they walk.


d.  The believer under the control of the Holy Spirit is oriented toward being gracious toward others and has Bible doctrine as the most important value in their life.


e.  The unbeliever is out for himself and has himself as the most important value in his life.


f.  The contrast between the mature believer and the mass of unbelievers is always striking.  But this contrast is rarely recognized by most people, because most people think everyone else is just like them and they are just like everyone else.

g.  The real contrast between the mature believer and the unbeliever is in how they think.  Thinking is invisible and you have to observe someone carefully for a period of time to see the real manifestation of their thinking.


h.  Therefore, the lifestyle or manner of life of the Corinthian believers appeared no different than the lifestyle or manner of life of their unbeliever counterpart, because they continued to function as they had always functioned prior to salvation.


i.  This does not refer to a drastic change in the function of one’s lifestyle in the manner demanded by fundamental, evangelical legalists.  They say that if there is not a dramatic change in one’s lifestyle after salvation, then they definitely were not saved.  Legalists expect a person to give up whatever are the legalist’s most hated taboos in order to have the lifestyle, which manifests “the Holy Spirit in one’s life.”


j.  Virtue-love is the greatest manifestation of this new lifestyle, which Paul will use as his illustration in chapter 13, and virtue-love does not happen instantly after salvation.  We have to learn an awful lot about God before we can begin to love Him properly.  We also have to learn an awful lot about what our Lord did for us on the Cross and the forgiveness of others expected of us before we can have unconditional impersonal love toward others.


k.  Therefore, virtue-love isn’t built in a day.  It takes a lot of doctrine and a lot of consistent application of that doctrine.  The Corinthians have had more than enough time to advance in the spiritual life, so that their manner of life as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ should be manifest to others.


l.  Instead, all the Corinthian community sees is a bunch of men and women arguing with each other over which group is better than another group.  So Paul calls them on the carpet for this and chews them out.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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