1 Corinthians 3:22




- is the coordinating conjunction EITE, which means “whether…or” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular proper nouns PAULOS, APOLLWS, and KĒPHAS, referring to Paul, Apollos, and Cephas or Peter.  The phrase is translated “whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas.”
- is the coordinating conjunction EITE, which means “whether…or” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world,” the feminine singular noun ZWĒ, meaning “the life” and the masculine singular noun THANATOS, meaning “the death.”

- is the coordinating conjunction EITE, which means “whether…or” plus the predicate nominative neuter plural perfect active participle from the verb ENISTĒMI, which means “present things” and the predicate nominative neuter plural perfect 

active participle from the verb MELLW, which means “future things.”  Both of these participles are used as substantives, and therefore, the verbal morphology is not an issue.
 - is the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS used as a substantive, meaning “all things” and referring to all things of the plan of God for the Church Age believer, especially all things of the spiritual life.  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of these things.  They are the highest and best things, which God has to offer to any believer in human history.  With this we have the genitive of possession from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “yours.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “[are]” from the context of verse 21.


The present tense is a static present for a condition, which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the all things of the Church Age produce the action of belonging to the Church Age believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

1 Cor 3:22 corrected translation
“whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas; whether the world or the life or the death; whether present things or future things; all things [are] yours.”
Explanation:
1.  “whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas”


a.  Notice who Paul leaves out—the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  Remember the four factions from 1 Cor 1?  The groups had formed around four figureheads that were not even the real leaders of the groups: Paul, Peter, Apollos, and Christ.


c.  Paul leaves “Christ” out here because that is the correct answer—the One on whom they should focus their attention.


d.  The “Christ” crowd was no better than the other groups.  They were just as much in arrogance and using the name of Christ as their figurehead just like the other three groups.


e.  So Paul leaves out the name of Christ, not to focus on the correctness of this group’s actions, but to focus all four groups on the importance of the one Person on whom they should focus their attention.


f.  Each of these three men already belong to the believers in Corinth, since they are each servants of Christ, and exist and function to serve the teaching of doctrine to the sheep of Christ.  The pastor of the flock works on behalf of the sheep; the sheep do not work for the shepherd.  This is grace.


g.  Each of these three men study and teach, in order to feed the Corinthian believers the word of God.  God has already given them to the Corinthians.  The Corinthians already have them.  Thus the phrase “they are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas.” 

2.  “whether the world or the life or the death;”


a.  The Corinthians also already have three other great things:  they have the world; they have the greatest life possible (eternal life); and they have the unique death of the Church Age believer.


b.  All Church Age believers already own the world.  How?



(1)  Christ won back the rulership of the world from Satan with His victory on the Cross.



(2)  Christ will physically take back possession of the world from Satan at the Second Advent.



(3)  We are in union with Christ through the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which enters every believer into union with Christ at salvation; therefore, we share everything that Christ has, including His destiny, which is to physically rule the world for one thousand years.  We will rule with Him.



(4)  Therefore, since the world belongs to Christ and we belong to Christ as His bride, He has positionally already given the world to us.  Experientially we will have the world after the Second Advent during His millennial reign.


c.  All Church Age believers have eternal life and will live with the Lord Jesus Christ forever.  We also have the unique spiritual life of the Church Age.  In both cases we have “the life.”  It is a unique life, a special life, and the most important life anyone could ever have.



(1)  Many so-called “great” unbelievers had human life, but all of their so-called “accomplishments” will be completely forgotten and gone from the memory of man during and after the millennial reign of Christ.



(2)  The millennial reign of Christ and our rule with Him will be so fantastic and so great that people will throw away all thoughts of the great men of human history, when faced with the reality of the one, true, great Man of history—our Lord Jesus Christ.



(3)  Therefore, the only life which really counts is the spiritual life of the Church Age believer with the great confidence of eternal life—the life that our Lord first lived and tested for us, and then gave to us as our spiritual heritage.


d.  All Church Age believers have a unique death.



(1)  Our death is unique because we are absent from the body and face-to-face with the Lord.  This is unique to the Church Age.  This never happened in the Old Testament to any believer.



(2)  Our death is also unique because it is God’s victory and He gives to us this victory because we are in union with Christ.  This is the subject of 1 Cor 15 and will be developed in detail when we get to that passage.

3.  “whether present things or future things;”


a.  The believer in union with Christ has everything they could possibly need or want right now, whether he realizes it or not.  Most believers never realize it.


b.  We have the unfathomable riches of the thinking of Christ, that is, we have the wealth of the word of God available to us.


c.  Bible doctrine is the coin of the spiritual realm.  Bible doctrine in our soul is the real wealth that matters both now and in eternity, and we have more wealth than any other believers in human history.


d.  Therefore, all things that are really important in the present are already ours.  We have everything.  Why?  Because we have the very same spiritual life our Lord had during His human life on earth, and we have His completed thoughts to us contained in the completed canon of Scripture, 1 Cor 2:16.


e.  The believer in union with Christ has everything in the future.  We will have the best possible body, the best possible life, the best possible environment, no personal sin and no capability of committing a sin, the greatest rewards and decorations for all eternity, and more.  It is so fantastic human language cannot even describe it.  But God has promised and guaranteed that it is so.


f.  So all things in the future are ours.  We will lack for nothing.  There is nothing you could possibly want that you will not have in eternity (except marriage :-).
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