1 Corinthians 3:2




- is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb POTIZW, which means “to give something to someone to drink.”  With this we have the double accusative direct object of the person to whom the drink is given (contained in the accusative plural from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you”) and the accusative of the thing which is given to drink (contained in the accusative neuter singular from the noun GALA, which means “milk.”


The aorist tense of the verb POTIZW gathers into a single whole all that Paul taught the Corinthian believers during his eighteen-month stay with them and regards it from the standpoint of a fact.


The active voice indicates that the apostle Paul produced the action of teaching basic doctrine to the Corinthians.


The indicative mood indicates a simple statement of fact.

“I gave you milk to drink,”

 - is the negative adverb OU, OUK, or OUCH, meaning “not” plus the accusative neuter singular direct object from the noun BRWMA, which means “food” in the sense of solid food or meat in contrast to soft, liquid type foods given to babies to eat.

- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “for.”  With this we have the negative adverb OUPW, which means “not yet.”  This word is also a crasis—the combining of two words to form one word.  The two words which are combined here are the negative OU and the temporal adverb PWS.  Along with this we have the second person plural imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMI, which means “to be able.”


The imperfect tense is descriptive imperfect, which describes what was actually taking place at some point in the past and continued to take place.  The importance of this tense is that Paul is saying that the Corinthians never grew up spiritually during the entire time he was with them. They just kept on being baby believers and never got beyond understanding and accepting basic Bible doctrines.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the Corinthian believers producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a dogmatic statement of fact.

“I gave you milk to drink, not food; for you continued to not yet be able [to eat it].”
 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the negative adverb OUDE, meaning “not even.”  The word OUDE is also a crasis, formed from the combining of the negative adverb OU and the transitional particle DE.  Then we have two temporal adverbs ETI and NUN, meaning “still or yet” and “now.”  Finally, we have the second person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMI, meaning “to be able.”


The present tense is a descriptive or pictorial present, which presents to the mind a picture of what is now going on and is continuing to take place.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the Corinthian believers producing the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

1 Cor 3:2 corrected translation
“I gave you milk to drink, not food; for you continued to not yet be able [to eat it].   But even now, you are still not able.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul is referring to his eighteen-month pastorate of the Corinthian church.  During that time he was only able to teach basic doctrines to the Corinthian believers.  What are the basic doctrines of the Christian faith?


a.  The most important basic doctrine is understanding salvation, how we are saved and what it means to be saved.  This includes many other pertinent doctrines, such as: eternal life, imputation of divine righteousness, and eternal security.


b.  Understanding the existence and function of the sin nature and personal sin is a major basic doctrine, which all believers must understand.


c.  Understanding fellowship with God: how we get it, how we lose it, and how we regain it.

d.  How doctrine is learned and how spiritual growth occurs.

e.  Grace versus works.


f.  Resurrection, dispensations, and the spiritual life are essential doctrines for the new believer.

g.  Prayer.

2.  “Solid food”

a.  This is a reference to the more advanced doctrines in the spiritual life.


b.  The advanced doctrines in the spiritual life include:



(1)  The essence of God.



(2)  The hypostatic union.



(3)  The work of Christ on the Cross.



(4)  The mystery doctrines of the Church, such as: our royal family honor code, virtue, the problem solving devices, how to execute the spiritual life, the royal priesthood and ambassadorship, blessings for time and eternity, testing and suffering for blessing.



(5)  The ministries of the Holy Spirit at salvation, including: the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the filling of the Spirit, the indwelling of the Spirit, the sealing of the Spirit, the giving of spiritual gifts, common and efficacious grace.


c.  Paul was not able to teach these kinds of doctrines to the Corinthians because:



(1)  They were too busy fighting with each other and not staying in fellowship.



(2)  They were not learning and accepting the basic doctrines.



(3)  They were too busy enjoying themselves and being distracted by the cares of the world to take the time and energy to learn advanced doctrines.

3.  “for you continued to not yet be able [to eat it].”


a.  During the entire time that Paul was with them, the Corinthians did not learn any advanced doctrines.  In fact, they failed to learn many of the basic doctrines correctly and were messed up on such simple things as temporary versus permanent spiritual gifts.


b.  Paul tried feeding them more advanced doctrine but they either couldn’t understand it or refused to accept it.



(1)  Negative volition comes in many forms, one of which is not being interested in advanced doctrine because it requires too much work to concentrate and understand.



(2)  Another form of negative volition is apathy to the teaching of advanced doctrines.



(3)  The most serious form of negative volition is outright rejection of doctrine because you are more interested in other things in life.


c.  The Corinthians were afflicted with all three forms of negative volition.


d.  Therefore, Paul was never able to get them beyond the basics.  This is one of the reasons why God the Holy Spirit eventually required Paul to move on to other places of positive volition and replaced him with Apollos.


e.  Certainly Apollos wasn’t any better than Paul as a teacher, but Apollos had the ability to stick it out in one location and keep teaching Bible doctrine in spite of the negative volition.  But eventually even Apollos couldn’t stand the negative volition and left Corinth and declined to return.

f.  Paul was too important in God’s plan to remain in one place with negative volition.  God wanted him in Rome, where the great positive volition of the Roman church would have a tremendous worldwide influence.

4.  “But even now, you are still not able.”


a.  This is a reference to the state of the Corinthians under Apollos as a pastor-teacher.  Many of the Corinthians (at least 75%) had rejected Paul as a teacher.  Now many of the Corinthians (at least 75%) are rejecting Apollos as well.


b.  It is not the man who is being rejected but the message, and this is exactly what Paul is telling the Corinthians.


c.  People don’t reject the pastor; they reject the message of God and use the pastor as the excuse.


d.  The pastor is never the issue.  The word of God is the issue.


e.  The Corinthians had gone nowhere spiritually and continued to make no advance.


f.  If we do not advance in the spiritual life, then we will definitely retrogress.  We do not stand still in the spiritual life.  We are either advancing or retrogressing.  The Corinthians were clearly not advancing as Paul states.  Therefore, they were definitely retrogressing.


g.  The Corinthians were not able to take in solid biblical teaching because they didn’t want it, couldn’t handle it, and would simply vomit it out of their mouth.


h.  They had everything necessary to learn advanced doctrine.  They had the human spirit provided by God the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation, the filling of the Holy Spirit as the power and ability necessary for spiritual I.Q., the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit, all the spiritual gifts necessary to teach Church Age doctrine—apostleship, prophecy, teaching, knowledge, and pastor-teacher.


i.  In spite of having everything necessary to learn doctrine and advance in the spiritual life, they just didn’t want to learn.  They had neither the time, the interest, nor the motivation to learn doctrine.  People, things, power, entertainment, their various lusts, and the pleasures of life were far more important to them.


j.  On top of all their negative volition was the problem of power politics in the local church with four groups all completing for control of the church.  No matter what anyone said to them, at least three of the groups were going to disagree with the other groups.  No one was going to learn in that situation.
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