1 Corinthians 3:18




- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective MĒDEIS, which means “no one; nobody” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “himself.”  Then we have the third person singular present active imperative from the verb EXAPATAW, which means “to cause someone to have misleading or erroneous views concerning the truth - ‘to mislead, to deceive.’”


The present tense is a progressive present of description, which describes what is continuing to take place right now.


The active voice indicates that believers are producing the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of prohibition, which is used with the negative MĒ (found in the adjective MĒDEIS) to stop an action already in progress.  The word “stop” may be used in the translation to bring out the full meaning.

“A person must stop continuing to deceive himself.”
- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DOKEW, which means “to think, to consider, believe, suppose, imagine, seem, or appear.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now continuing to go on by those believers in Corinth who are deceiving themselves.


The active voice indicates that certain believers in the Corinthian church are producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that these negative believers consider themselves to be wise.

- is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective SOPHOS, meaning “wise” in the sense of having a thorough and complete understanding of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.  With this we have the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a descriptive/tendential present for an action that is now happening or tends to happen.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject “anyone” produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect discourse, which is a specialized direct object after verbs of perception or communication.  It is translated “that he is” in indirect discourse.  The infinitive functions as the accusative of direct object of the main verb DOKEW above.  With the previous phrase it is translated “If anyone thinks that he is wise.”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you” plus the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the masculine singular article, demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS used as an adjective, and noun AIWN, meaning “in this age.”  This is a reference to the dispensation of the Church—the Church Age.

- is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective MWROS, meaning “foolish, stupid.”
“‘Folly’ in Paul (Rom 1:22; 1 Cor 1:18ff.; 2:14; 3:18-19; 4:10).  Paul’s use is determined by the gospel’s transvaluation of all values.  The word group expresses the world’s judgment on believers; the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are lost (1 Cor 1:18, 23; 2:14). The philosophers at Athens mock Paul (Acts 17:32), Gallio regards the disputes at Corinth as mwrologia (18:15), and Festus thinks Paul is out of his mind (26:24).  Even to speak about a crucified man is a breach of etiquette in Hellenistic eyes.  But in his saving work God has reversed the situation.  Ignoring the world’s assessment, He has made its wisdom the real folly (1 Cor 3:19).  Paul accepts the fact that from the human standpoint his message and preaching are foolishness.  God does not need human wisdom, for his foolishness is wiser than the world’s wisdom (1:25).  In their presentation of the gospel, then, Christians must be ready to be fools for Christ’s sake (4:10). On the basis of the divine work of salvation, a radical break with human culture is thus made.  The world has no true understanding of either wisdom or folly, just as it has no true understanding of either strength or weakness.  Like strength, wisdom is a gift of God that is manifested precisely in what seems to be foolishness to human eyes.”

Therefore, Paul is using the word as a technical theological term for a person without accurate spiritual understanding.  With this we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle imperative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist, in which a slight emphasis is placed on the beginning of the action.  It indicates entrance into a state or condition.  The negative believer who believes himself to be wise must begin to become foolish, that is, begin to have a state of spiritual humility.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the believer who thinks he is wise producing the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of command.  It is translated “he must begin to become foolish.”
 - is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb GINOMAI, meaning “to become.”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective SOPHOS, meaning “wise.”

The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist, which places emphasis on the beginning of an action.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the believer who thinks he is wise producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose clause.
1 Cor 3:18 corrected translation
“A person must stop continuing to deceive himself.  If anyone thinks that he is wise among you in this age, and he does, he must begin to become foolish [believe that he has no spiritual understanding], in order that he might begin to become wise.”
Explanation:
1.  “A person must stop continuing to deceive himself.”

a.  Self-deception is one of the three arrogance skills (the other two being self-justification and self-absorption) by which the old sin nature solves problems.


b.  Self-deception is lying to oneself.  We normally lie to ourselves before, during, and after we lie to others.


c.  Self-deception divorces the believer from reality.  We cannot handle the truth about ourselves, our lives, our family, something; therefore, we deceive ourselves into thinking something that is not true.  For example, the German Jews prior to 1938 deceived themselves into thinking that Hitler would not harm them.  Hitler deceived himself into thinking he was undefeatable.  The German people deceived themselves into thinking that Hitler was not evil.  The American people deceived themselves into thinking they could stay out of Europe’s war.


d.  The ultimate self-deception was Satan’s thinking that he could be like the Most High God.


e.  Self-deception was a major part of the woman’s fall in the garden of Eden, while she was being deceived by Satan.


f.  In order to recover from reversionism, we must first face the reality of who and what we are and what we are doing, and then stop deceiving ourselves.  Self-deception begins with a frantic search for happiness, intensifies in emotional revolt of the soul, and solidifies in blackout of the soul and scar tissue of the soul.

g.  In order to stop self-deception, we must accept the responsibility for our own decisions.  This requires the consistent and persistent use of rebound whenever we sin.


h.  Believers without the teaching of the word of God in their soul, which is used on a consistent basis, end up deceiving themselves and making themselves miserable.


i.  Therefore, learning Bible doctrine is another means of stopping self-deception.


j.  Consequently, the first two spiritual skills (the filling of the Holy Spirit and metabolizing Bible doctrine) are the only means by which a believer can obey this command to stop continuing to deceive themselves.

2.  “If anyone thinks that he is wise among you in this age, and he does,”

a.  There will always be believers who think they know it all when it comes to Bible doctrine.


b.  The study of the word of God is an infinite task because it deals with infinite God.


c.  No matter how long a believer studies the word of God, there will always be more to learn.


d.  However, you don’t need to know everything to be wise.  No man has ever known all of the word of God, yet many men have been wise.


e.  Wisdom is a technical term in the word of God for the believer who understands, believes, and uses the word of God to solve problems.  The amount of doctrine you know is not the issue, but whether or not you are using the doctrine you do know.


f.  Wisdom is knowing and doing the will of God.



(1)  Knowing and doing the will of God requires wisdom.



(2)  Wisdom is a buildup of the exercise of doing the will of God.


g.  Wisdom is knowledge of what is true or right combined with good judgment.  The good judgment is the mentorship of God the Holy Spirit, Jn 14:26.


h.  Good judgment is related to the believer's scale of values, in which Bible doctrine is circulated in the seven compartments of the stream of consciousness.  You create a mirror in your soul, so that in the privacy of your priesthood you can look into the mirror of your soul anytime and see your status quo and your relationship with God or failure to have harmonious rapport with God.


i.  Under the mentorship of God the Holy Spirit, Bible doctrine has number one priority in the life of the Church Age believer.


j.  The foundation for wisdom is mentioned in Jn 14:26, “But the Advocate-Helper, the Holy Spirit, [whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and cause you to remember all that I have said to you.”

k.  Wisdom is the sum total of the teaching of Bible doctrine under the mentorship of God the Holy Spirit and the positive response to that doctrine, resulting in perception, metabolization, and application of Bible doctrine.


l.  Wisdom understands both the will and the plan of God for your life.



(1)  You have to know both.  You have to know what the will of God is and what the overall plan of God is.  The two go together.



(2)  Wisdom begins when you understand that God has a plan for your life and begin to see it from the Scripture, and then to understand the spiritual life and use it.  From this comes wisdom.


m.  Wisdom is the child of perspicacity.



(1)  You have to have wisdom and this wisdom must come from outside of yourself.  It must come from the accurate teaching of Bible doctrine.



(2)  Therefore, you have to have humility to have wisdom; for no one is teachable apart from humility.  With arrogance, your mind is not open to teaching.  Metabolization of Bible doctrine is the mastication of wisdom.



(3)  Humility is the basis for teachability, and teachability is the road to wisdom.



(4)  No one has or will attain wisdom apart from virtue and humility.  From virtue comes great happiness.  From humility comes great orientation to life.



(5)  Wisdom must always have a textbook.  The textbook is the infallible word of God, the canon of Scripture, with emphasis on the New Testament epistles for wisdom in the dispensation of the Church.



(6)  This wisdom is for life, death, and the eternal life beyond the grave, 1 Cor 15:55, 57.

3.  “he must begin to become foolish [believe that he has no spiritual understanding], in order that he might begin to become wise.”

a.  The beginning of wisdom is humility.


b.  The truly ‘foolish believer’ is the believer who thinks and acts like an unbeliever.  This is not what Paul means by the use of idea ‘foolish’ here.

c.  The believer who wishes to become wise must first recognize that he knows nothing of spiritual things before he can learn anything of the spiritual life.


d.  So regardless of how long you have been a believer, if you desire to become wise, you must start by assuming you know nothing.  This is called genuine humility.  No one learns anything without humility.


e.  Old Testament Scriptures Related to Wisdom.



Deut 4:6, “So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’”


Job 28:12, “But where can wisdom be found?  And where is the place of understanding?”


Job 28:18b, “and the acquisition of wisdom is above that of pearls.”


Job 28:20, “Where then does wisdom come from?  And where is the place of understanding?”


Job 28:28, “And to man He said, ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.’”


Ps 111:10, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all those who do His commandments; His praise endures forever.”


Prov 1:7, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.”


Prov 2:2, “Make your ear attentive to wisdom, incline your heart to understanding.”


Prov 2:6, “For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.”


Prov 2:7, “He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity.”


Prov 2:10, “For wisdom will enter your heart and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul.”


Prov 3:13, “How blessed is the man who finds wisdom and the man who gains understanding.”


Prov 4:5, “Acquire wisdom!  Acquire understanding!  Do not forget nor turn away from the words of my mouth.”


Prov 4:7, “The beginning of wisdom is: acquire wisdom; and with all your acquiring, get understanding.”


Prov 9:10, “The respect of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”


Prov 11:2, “When pride comes, then comes dishonor, but with the humble is wisdom.”


Prov 14:6, “A scoffer seeks wisdom and finds none, but knowledge is easy to one who has understanding.”


Prov 15:33, “The fear of the Lord is the instruction for wisdom, and before honor comes humility.”


Prov 17:24, “Wisdom is in the presence of the one who has understanding, but the eyes of a fool are on the ends of the earth.”


Prov 23:23, “Buy truth, and do not sell it, get wisdom and instruction and understanding.”


Prov 29:15, “The rod and reproof give wisdom, But a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother.”


Eccl 7:23, “I tested all this with wisdom, and I said, ‘I will be wise,’ but it was far from me.”


Isa 47:10, “You felt secure in your wickedness and said, ‘No one sees me,’ Your wisdom and your knowledge, they have deluded you; for you have said in your heart, ‘I am, and there is no one besides me.’”


Jer 8:9, “The wise men are put to shame; they are dismayed and caught; behold, they have rejected the word of the Lord, and what kind of wisdom do they have?”


Dan 2:21, “It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men and knowledge to men of understanding.”

f.  New Testament Scriptures Related to Wisdom.



1 Cor 1:19-24, “For it stands written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise men (rationalism), and I will reject the understanding of the intellectuals (empiricism).’  Where is the intellectual?  Where is the theology professor?  Where is the debater of this age?  Has not God shown the wisdom of the world to be foolishness?  For since in the wisdom of God, the world (of unbelievers) did not come to know God through its own wisdom, God determined through the ‘foolishness’ of a proclamation to save those who are believing.  In fact because the Jews keep asking for signs and the Greeks keep seeking for wisdom, indeed we are proclaiming Christ having been crucified; on the one hand, to the Jews (it is) heresy [a scandal], and on the other hand to the Greeks (it is) idiocy [foolishness].  But to those who are the elect, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.  But because of Him [God the Father] you keep on being in Christ Jesus, who became to us the wisdom from God, both the righteousness and the sanctification and the redemption.”


Col 1:9, “For this reason also, since the day we heard of it we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.”


Jam 1:5, “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.”


Jam 3:15, “This wisdom [the wisdom of the world] is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.”


Jam 3:17, “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.”
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