1 Corinthians 3:15




- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun ERGON, meaning “work, deed, production, or accomplishment” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “of anyone.”  Then we have the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb KATAKAIW, which means “to be completely burnt up.”
1.  KAIW means to set fire to, to light; in the passive voice, to be lighted, to burn, Mt 5:15; John 15:6; Heb 12:18; Rev 4:5; 8:8, 10; 19:20; 21:8; 1 Cor 13:3, is used metaphorically of the heart, Lk 24:32; of spiritual light, Lk 12:35; Jn 5:35.

2. KATAKAIW, from KATA down (intensive), signifies to burn up, burn utterly, as of chaff, Mt 3:12; Lk 3:17; tares, Mt 13:30, 40; the earth and its works, 2 Pet 3:10; trees and grass, Rev 8:7.  This form should be noted in Acts 19:19; 1 Cor 3:15; Heb 13:11; Rev 17:16.  In each place the full rendering ‘burn utterly’ might be used, as in Rev 18:8.


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms that an action will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the production of some men will receive the action of being completely and thoroughly burned up.


The indicative mood is a conditional indicative and indicates the reality that God will destroy by fire the works of some men.

“If the work of any person is completely burned up,”
- is the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb ZĒMIOW, which means “suffer damage or loss, forfeit, sustain injury; suffer loss with respect to something, forfeit something Mt 16:26; Mk 8:36; cf. Lk 9:25; suffer loss through someone in no respect 2 Cor 7:9; permit oneself to sustain loss; for whose sake I forfeited everything Phil 3:8.


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms that an action will take place.


The passive voice indicates that some men will receive the action of suffering the loss of their eternal rewards and blessings.


The indicative mood indicates the reality that some believers will have nothing to show for all eternity for their spiritual life.

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as an intensive pronoun, meaning “himself” plus the adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “to be saved.”

The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen.


The passive voice indicates that all believers who lose their eternal rewards and blessings will receive the action of still being saved.


The indicative mood indicates a dogmatic statement of doctrine that even though some believers lose their eternal rewards, they cannot lose their eternal salvation.

 - is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “in this manner; in this way; thus; so” plus the postpositive adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “but.”  Ellipsis demands the repetition of the future passive indicative of SWIZW to complete the meaning because of the use of the adverb HOUTWS, which must have something to modify.  Then we have the relative adverb HWS used as a comparative particle, “meaning ‘so, in such a way’ he will be saved, (but only) in such a way as (a man, in an attempt to save himself, must go) through the fire (and therefore suffers from burns).”
  Finally, we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “through the fire.”  The absence of the article with the noun PUR indicates the high quality of this fire.  The entire phrase is translated “but in this manner as through fire.”
1 Cor 3:15 corrected translation
“If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”
Explanation:
1.  “If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss,”

a.  This is a reference to certain believers who only produce human good or dead works during their lifetime.


b.  They suffer loss of eternal rewards and decorations.


c.  After salvation, we can learn about God, come to the point of personal love for God, and then be highly motivated to execute His will, or we can do nothing.


d.  Those who do nothing receive nothing in the eternal state except their resurrection body, eternal salvation, and thirty-eight other grace blessings given at salvation.  However, they have no eternal rewards and decorations to go along with their resurrection body and grace blessings given at salvation.


e.  Only the believer who learns the word of God, develops personal love for God, and then is motivated by that personal love for God to produce divine good will receive rewards and decorations beyond the do-nothing believers.


f.  The do-nothing believers are so pre-occupied with themselves and the enjoyments and entertainments of life that they don’t have time for God or what He wants.  They do not love God, nor do they have capacity to love anyone else.


g.  Therefore, the do-nothing believer receives nothing from God at the evaluation throne of Christ to go along with their do-nothing spiritual life.  They do nothing; they get nothing, even though they have everything available to them.


h.  So, the believer without personal love for God suffers loss of eternal rewards.


i.  The loser believer suffers loss of escrow blessings for both time and eternity.  The failure of any believer is no excuse for getting out of fellowship or staying out of fellowship.  You cannot blame others for your failures.



(1)  Mt 10:42, “And whoever in the name of a disciple gives one of these humble folks even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say to you he shall not lose his reward.”


(2)  Mk 9:41, “For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in My name, because you are from Christ, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.”


(3)  2 Jn 8, “Watch yourselves, that we might not lose what we have accomplished, but that we might receive a full reward.”


(4)  Phil 3:18-19, “For many keep walking, concerning whom I have told you many times, but now I tell you even though weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose destiny is loss, whose god is his emotion, and their glory came to be associated with their shame, who keeps on thinking about earthly things.”


(5)  The believer’s good deeds are evaluated as to whether they were divine good or dead works.  2 Cor 5:10, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; each one of us that we may be rewarded for our deeds on the basis of what he has done, whether [divine] good or worthless [dead works].”

j.  The Judgment of Illegitimate Human Good.



(1)  Human good is judged for believers after each of their three respective resurrections: for OT and Tribulational believers at the Second Advent; for millennial saints at the last judgment; and for Church Age believers, it is judged at the end of the Church Age at the Judgment Seat of Christ, Rom 14:10; 2 Cor 5:10.  The believer’s human good is evaluated and burned.  In 1 Cor 13:1-3, Paul gives an example of human good.  If he speaks in tongues, and yet is in the cosmic system, then the use of the gift has no spiritual content and the use becomes nothing more than human good.  “I am nothing.”  A nothing produces human good.  Martyrdom is sometimes human good inside the cosmic system.



(2)  Human good is judged for unbelievers at the end of the Millennium at the Great White Throne.  Human good is the basis of their indictment, Rev 20:12-15.  Establishment good establishes no credit with God for the unbeliever at the Great White Throne judgment.



(3)  1 Cor 3:11-16 teaches the principle of the rejection of human good.  Believers who produce human good suffer loss of reward.


k.  The Reason For Shame At The Judgment Seat of Christ.



(1)  1 Cor 3:11-16 corrected translation: “3:11 For no one is able to lay a foundation other than the laid one, who is Jesus Christ.  3:12 “If anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, valuable gems, various kinds of woods, grass, straw,”  3:13 “The spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire, that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.”  3:14 “If the work of anyone survives, which he has built, he will receive a reward.”  3:15 “If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”  3:16 “Do you not understand that you are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God lives in you?”


(2)  The arrogance skills are a reason for shame at the judgment seat of Christ.  Gold, silver, and precious stones are analogous to the three spiritual skills.  Wood, grass, and straw are analogous to the three arrogance skills.  Both kinds of superstructure are built on the same foundation—faith alone in Christ alone, indicating that you cannot lose your salvation.  All believers have equal opportunity to build a superstructure on the foundation.



(3)  Each believer’s production becomes evident at the judgment seat of Christ.  Evaluation by others is not a part of the Christian way of life.  We each live our life as unto the Lord under the privacy of our priesthood.  You will take responsibility for your decisions at the judgment seat of Christ.



(4)  The believer’s production in the spiritual life is the basis of shame.  The believer’s production remains on the foundation after being tested by the fire of momentum testing through the consistent function of the spiritual skills.  The reward is the escrow blessings for the eternal state.



(5)  The loser believer can only produce wood, hay, and stubble.  His production is burned up at the judgment seat of Christ.  He suffers loss of eternal blessings and rewards.  For this he will be ashamed.


(6)  The do-nothing believer is ashamed of not taking advantage of the indwelling of the three members of the Trinity during his spiritual life on earth.  God the Holy Spirit indwells your body to provide a temple for the indwelling of Jesus Christ as the Shekinah glory and the indwelling of God the Father as a guarantee of blessing.  That is a sacred trust.  Jesus Christ as the Shekinah glory indwells your body as a guarantee of your portfolio of invisible assets and the availability of these assets under equal opportunity to execute the protocol plan of God for the Church.



(7)  God the Holy Spirit also indwells every believer to provide a base of operations for the filling of the Spirit.  The do-nothing believer will be ashamed that he did not make maximum use of the influence of the Spirit.



(a)  The indwelling of the Spirit is permanent; the filling of the Spirit is temporary.




(b)  The indwelling of the Spirit is related to the believer’s body (1 Cor 3:16, 6:19-20; 2 Cor 6:16); the filling of the Spirit is related to the believer’s soul and his spiritual life.  In the believer’s soul the Holy Spirit influences the believer’s life.  When we sin, the old sin nature influences the believer’s life.




(c)  The indwelling of the Spirit is never commanded, but there are many mandates to be filled with the Spirit (Gal 5:16; Eph 5:18).


l.  Losers do not lose their salvation, but they lose their escrow blessings for the eternal state.  Since escrow blessings are irrevocable, they remain on deposit forever in the hall of records in heaven as a memorial to lost opportunity.  Loser believers will not be ashamed of their loss of rewards after the evaluation throne of Christ, for there is no more sorrow in heaven.


(1)  Therefore, the believer who fails to execute God’s protocol plan will lose his escrow blessings for time and eternity.  And in resurrection body with no sin nature, he will be proud of the fact that the justice of God did not give him what he did not deserve.


(2)  Billions of years ago, God the Father as the grantor deposited into escrow greater blessings for time and eternity for each one of us as believers in time.  Whether we receive the distribution of those escrow blessings or not as grantees depends entirely upon whether or not we execute the protocol plan of God.



(3)  So the loser’s work is burned because it is only wood, hay, and straw, i.e., it was accomplished in the energy of the flesh.  It was the Christian service of a cosmic Christian, a loser with blackout of the soul, scar tissue of the soul, and reverse process reversionism.



(4)  Some of you will arrive in heaven like the skier who fell at the top of the wall.  You will slide down the mountainside with pieces of clothing and equipment scattered all over the mountain behind you.  You will slide to an abrupt stop in front of some tree (the sin unto death) and have nothing to show in terms of Christian service for all the years you spent on earth skiing through life as a do-nothing believer.

2.  “but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”

a.  Once saved, always saved.


b.  There is nothing any believer can do, not matter what, to lose his eternal salvation.


c.  This is the subject of the doctrine of eternal security.

See the Doctrine of Eternal Security from R. B. Thieme, Jr. Bible Ministries.
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