1 Corinthians 3:13




- is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, meaning “each, every” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun ERGON in the passive sense, which means “something that is brought into existence by something someone does,” that is, their “work or accomplishment.”  Here it is a reference to their edification complex of the soul or lack thereof.  In this case, a person’s ERGON is what he or she attains by way of spiritual advance through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective PHANEROS, meaning “visible, clear, plainly to be seen, open, plain, evident, known.”  Next we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which is used with the adjective to paraphrase a passive sense.  It is used “of persons and things which change their nature, to indicate their entering a new condition: become something.”
 


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms that an action will take place or that a state will be.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the spiritual life of each believer producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“The spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible;”

- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “the day” and referring to the beginning of the Day of Christ, the first seven years that the Church is in heaven with our Lord, being evaluated by Him after the Rapture of the Church and prior to His Second Advent.  With this we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb DĒLOW, which means “to reveal, make clear, or show.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms that an action will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Day of the Lord produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that the spiritual life of each believer is revealed at the evaluation throne of Christ.

“for the day reveals [it],”

- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” plus the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular noun PUR, which means “by means of fire.”  Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb APOKALUPTW, which means “to uncover, to take out of hiding, to make fully known, to be revealed; to be disclosed; to be made known.”


The present tense is futuristic present, used for a confident assertion about what is going to take place in the future.  The event is so certain that it is thought of as already occurring.


The passive voice indicates that the spiritual life of the Church Age believer receives the action of finally being fully known.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that God will make fully known the true spiritual life of each believer.

- is the explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, meaning “of each person” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun EGRON, meaning “work, production, accomplishment” and here refers to the execution of the spiritual life.  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective HOPOIOS used as a correlative pronoun, meaning “what sort of, what kind of” as in 1 Thes 1:9; Gal 2:6, and Jam 1:24 and refers back to the nominative neuter singular noun ERGON at the beginning of the verse; hence, “what sort of accomplishment.”
Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that exists.


The active voice indicates that the kind of spiritual life of each believer produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood indicates a simple statement of fact.

 - is the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and the noun PUR, meaning “the fire” plus the third person singular future active indicative from the verb DOKIMAZW, which means “to put to the test, to examine; to approve by testing; to approve.”  The manuscript evidence for the exclusion or inclusion of the word AUTO = “it” is evenly split.  However, since scribes tended to add words for clarity rather than remove them, it is probably not part of the original text.
1 Cor 3:13 corrected translation
“The spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible; for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire, that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.”
Explanation:
1.  “The spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible;”


a.  At the evaluation throne of Christ, the Lord will evaluate and reward every Church Age believer for how we lived our spiritual life.


b.  He will base our evaluation on a number of things:



(1)  How much time did we spend being filled with the Spirit?



(2)  How much divine good did we produce?



(3)  Were we interested in the teaching of the word of God?



(4)  Did we learn about and use our invisible assets, especially the problem solving devices?



(5)  Did we achieve a personal sense of destiny?



(6)  Did we pass momentum testing?



(7)  Did we attain occupation with Christ?



(8)  Did we reach spiritual maturity?



(9)  Did we attain PLĒRWMA status of being filled with all the fullness of Christ?  In PLĒRWMA status you are a winner believer and have acquired both the crown of righteousness and the crown of life.  As a winner believer you have the capacity related to the crown of righteousness.


c.  Metabolized doctrine in the stream of consciousness plus advance in the spiritual life equals your crowns, rewards, decorations, and inheritance.  There are numerous awards and decorations given to each believer for the accomplishments of their spiritual life.


d.  In Acts 20:32 Paul gave his farewell address to the elders of Ephesus at Miletus, and said, “And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all of those who are sanctified.”  This is saying that experiential sanctification is the place where the spiritual life is lived, and the inheritance is fulfilled by Bible doctrine plus momentum in the spiritual life.


e.  Paul described the inheritance to the Galatians in Gal 5:21 as “the kingdom of God.”  This is not a reference to your salvation, but to your eternal rewards.


f.  As a result of the fulfillment of the unique spiritual life of the Church Age two crowns are available to every believer—the crown of righteousness (2 Tim 4:8) and the crown of life (Jam 1:12).



(1)  When you have the crown of righteousness and/or the crown of life, you have your inheritance.  You have inherited the kingdom of God.



(2)  The crown of capacity righteousness is produced by the filling of the Spirit plus maximum metabolized doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness.


g.  The crown of righteousness.  In 2 Tim 4:7-8 and 2 Pet 3:13 this crown is used to describe the capacity for the greater blessings in resurrection body that the believer receives.  2 Tim 4:7-8, “I have fought a good fight.  I have finished the course.  I have kept the doctrine.  In the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not to me only, but to all [winners] who love His appearing.”

h.  The crown of life is awarded to believers for maximum production of divine good through the execution of the protocol plan of God.  This includes all the impacts a believer can have—personal, historical, international, angelic, and heritage impact.


i.  In PLĒRWMA status you are a winner believer and have acquired both the crown of righteousness and the crown of life.  As a winner believer you have the capacity related to the crown of righteousness.  The crown of righteousness and the crown of life actually go together.  If you have one, you will have the other.


j.    The Crown of Glory.  This crown is awarded to pastors who faithfully study and communicate Bible doctrine to their congregation.


k.  The Ultimate Decoration—the Order of the Morning Star.  This is the highest decoration awarded to any Church Age believer in pleroma status.  Rev 2:26, “Furthermore, the winner, even he who keeps My assignments [fulfillment of the protocol plan of God] until the end [of his life], to him I will give authority over the nations.”  Rev 2:28, “Furthermore I will give to him the order of the Morning Star.”


(1)  This award is part of a new and eternal order of chivalry, and will be worn by invisible heroes for their ultimate advance in the spiritual life.  It is for maintenance of spiritual maturity in what may be classified as ultra-supergrace status.  Receiving this reward is the highest manifestation of glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ in the Church Age.



(2)  With this decoration all winners will wear a special uniform of glory mentioned in Rev 3:4 as dressed in white.

l.  These rewards then remain visible as decorations on the resurrection body for the rest of eternity.

2.  “for the day reveals [it],”


a.  This is a reference to the day of the Lord, which begins with the Rapture of the Church and ends with the Last Judgment at the end of our Lord’s one-thousand year millennial reign.  ‘The day of the Lord’ includes the Rapture, the Tribulation, Second Advent, and Millennium, totaling 1007 years.  It is also used for any portion of this period, the context dictating how long.  Isa 2:12, 13:6; Joel 1:15, 2:1; Zech 14:1, 1 Thes 5:2; 2 Pet 3:10.


b.  The Lord’s evaluation of the royal family begins as the first major event after the Rapture of the Church.


c.   The spiritual status of each Church Age believer will be evaluated in heaven during the seven-year period of the Tribulation on earth.  Then, our permanent spiritual status will be revealed throughout the millennial reign of Christ and for the rest of eternity.


d.  Therefore, one of the major purposes of the millennium is to manifest the rewards and decorations of the winner believers of the Church Age.  We are spiritual royalty; we will be decorated as spiritual royalty, and the Second Advent and millennial reign of our King will reveal our royalty with all our rewards and decorations.


e.  Paul also mentions this day in:



(1)  2 Thes 1:10, “when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed; for our testimony to you was believed.”



(2)  2 Tim 1:12, “For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.”



(3)  2 Tim 1:18, “the Lord grant to him to find mercy from the Lord on that day and you know very well what services he rendered at Ephesus.”



(4)  1 Cor 4:5, “Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God.”

3.  “because it will be made fully known by means of fire,”

a.  The evaluation of our spiritual life is tested by fire at the evaluation throne of Christ.

b.  All of our human and divine good, all of our human and divine accomplishments, and all of our human and divine works are entered into a giant blast furnace for purification.  All of the human good, works, and accomplishments are burned up and forever forgotten.  All of the divine good, works, and accomplishments are recorded on the pillars of the temple of heaven as a permanent historical record of the deeds of the royal family.  In eternity future, all of man’s efforts in history are blotted out, and the only things recorded in the historical records of eternity are what mature believers did to change the course of history.  Rev 3:12, “The winner, I will make a pillar in the temple of my God; furthermore, he will never go outside [a statement of eternal security].”


c.  The angels record in heaven all of the human good and human works of all believers.  All of these works are burned up and forever destroyed just as the human good and human works of the unbeliever are destroyed at the Last Judgment, Rev 20:12-13.


d.  The statement “because it will be made fully known by means of fire” is more fully explained by the last phrase, that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.”
�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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