1 Corinthians 3:11




- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun THEMELIOS and the adjective ALLOS, which means “another foundation” or “a foundation, an other one” plus the postpositive explanatory use of conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective OUDEIS, which means “no one.”  With this we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, no one being able to produce this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb TITHĒMI, which means “to put, place, set, establish” but with the word THEMELIOS, it means “to lay a foundation.”


The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist to convey the idea of a universally accepted fact.


The active voice indicates that no one can produce the action of laying a foundation for the spiritual life except our Lord Jesus Christ.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, used to complete the thought of the main verb DUNAMAI.

“For no one is able to lay a foundation other”

- is the preposition PARA plus the accusative of comparison from the masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb KEIMAI, which means “to lie” in the sense of “to lie down, to stretch out.”


The preposition PARA with the accusative of comparison is translated “than.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun “the one which.”


The present tense is a durative present for that which has begun in the past and continues into the present.  Jesus Christ is the foundation for the Church, the royal family of God, the spiritual life of the Church Age believer and always will be.


The middle/passive deponent is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, our Lord producing the action.


The participle is used as a noun, that is, the substantival participle.  It is translated “than the laid one.”
 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the masculine singular noun THEMELIOS = ‘foundation’ plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, “to be: is” and the predicate nominative from the masculine singular proper names IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “which is Jesus Christ.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which involves the expression of undefined action in present time.  It presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

1 Cor 3:11 corrected translation
“For no one is able to lay a foundation other than the laid one, which is Jesus Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  Corrected translation of 1 Cor 3:10-11, “On the basis of the grace of God, which was given to me for my benefit, as a wise master builder I laid the foundation, and another is building.  But let each [believer] see to it that he builds upon [the foundation].  For no one is able to lay a foundation other than the laid one, which is Jesus Christ.”

2.  At first glance, it appears that Paul is contradicting himself by saying “I laid the foundation,” and then, “For no one is able to lay a foundation,” but he is not.


a.  Paul laid the foundation of the gospel and basic Church Age doctrine in the Corinthian Church.


b.  There is only one foundation for any Christian church and that is the Lord Jesus Christ as the one and only means of salvation.


c.  There is only one set of basic doctrines for the Church Age, such as: we have eternal life through faith in Christ; we have eternal security; we are filled with God the Holy Spirit; we are indwelt by God the Holy Spirit; we are royal priests; we are ambassadors for Christ.  These are all basic Church Age doctrines and the foundation for our spiritual life as Christians.


d.  There is no other foundation for the local church of the Church Age than the individual believer’s relationship with the person of Christ.

3.  The foundation for the local church is not based upon ritual.


a.  There is no amount of ritual in the world that will give a person a relationship with Christ.


b.  Ritual cannot save; otherwise, the Jews would have been saved long ago through keeping the ritual of the Mosaic Law.


c.  Ritual cannot produce spirituality.  Spirituality is produced by acknowledgment of sin to God, which frees the righteousness of God to restore the relationship of fellowship with the believer, which is destroyed by his or her sinfulness.


d.  Ritual cannot attain spiritual maturity.  Otherwise, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph would have had no chance of attaining spiritual maturity.


e.  If the foundation for salvation cannot be based upon ritual, then the foundation of the local church cannot be based upon ritual.

4.  The foundation for the local church is not based upon emotion.


a.  There is no amount of emotion sufficient to produce a personal relationship with Christ; otherwise, Esau, who sought a personal relationship with Christ through his emotion, would have been saved.


b.  Emotion has never saved anyone, and will never save anyone.  No two people in the world have the same amount of emotion.  So how much emotion is required to be saved?


c.  If salvation were by means of emotion, then the standard for salvation would be arbitrary, capricious, and unfair on God’s part.  Since God cannot be unfair, and must not show any partiality, emotion cannot enter into the criteria for salvation.


d.  Emotion cannot produce spirituality.  If spirituality is based upon emotion, then how much emotion is required to produce spirituality?  Does spirituality then dwindle as emotions fade?  Does this not produce an arbitrary, sliding scale for spirituality, which makes it impossible for a believer to attain or maintain?


e.  If spirituality is based on emotion, and some believers are capable of producing greater emotion and sustaining it for a longer period of time, then is that emotion based upon the filling of the Holy Spirit or upon human ability?  If it is based upon human ability, then it is spirituality by works rather than the power of God the Holy Spirit; therefore, it is no spirituality at all.


f.  Therefore, since the foundation of the spiritual life cannot be based upon emotion, then the foundation of the local church cannot be based upon emotion.

5.  Relationship with Christ is the only basis for salvation, spirituality, and the function of the local church.


a.  Salvation is based upon faith alone in Christ alone apart from any system of human works, human emotion, or human ritual.  Our relationship with Christ is based upon our belief that Jesus Christ personally went to the Cross and bore all of our sins (and not ours only, but those of the entire world) in His own body for judgment as a substitute for us.


b.  Spirituality is based upon our relationship with Christ.  At the moment of salvation, God the Holy Spirit entered us into union with Christ with the result that we share everything that Christ has.  This includes sharing the spiritual life of Christ through the filling of God the Holy Spirit.



(1)  Our Lord was filled with the Holy Spirit from the point of His physical birth, because He was born physically with no sin nature, had no imputation of Adam’s original sin, and committed no personal sin.



(2)  Our Lord remained filled with the Holy Spirit throughout His entire life, since He never committed any personal sin.



(3)  We are filled with the Holy Spirit the moment we are born again.  We continue to be filled with the Holy Spirit until we commit our first personal sin as a believer.  Then we are out of fellowship with God, but we are commanded to be filled with the Spirit.  We acknowledge or name our sins to God as a function of self-judgment to restore our filling of the Holy Spirit, 1 Cor 11:31 cf. 1 Jn 1:9.



(4)  So at the moment of salvation, God the Holy Spirit, as a part of our union with Christ, enters us into the same spiritual life which He had during His life on earth—a spiritual life of being filled with God the Holy Spirit for the spiritual power to execute the spiritual life.



(5)  Therefore, our relationship with Christ is the only basis for our spirituality in the Church Age.  It is not and cannot be based upon any ritual, any emotion, or any human works we perform.


c.  Therefore, since our salvation and our spiritual life is based upon our relationship with God, then the entire function of the local church must follow the same pattern.  Therefore, the function of the local church cannot be based upon any ritual, any emotion, or any human works.


d.  Consequently, the function of any local church, which is based upon the function of emotion, ritual, or human works, is functioning completely contrary to the plan of God for the Church Age.



(1)  For example, the Catholic church functions on the basis of ritual.



(2)  For example, all the charismatic churches function on the basis of emotion.



(3)  For example, most of the traditional Protestant churches since the Reformation have functioned on the basis of human works, that is, keeping the Mosaic Law for salvation and spirituality.


e.  Any local church of the Church Age that is not based upon relationship with Christ is a counterfeit from Satan.  Religion is Satan’s system of counterfeit for relationship with God.  Religion is one of Satan’s systems of control of mankind, but more importantly, it is his system of keeping mankind from having a relationship with Christ.

6.  Men with spiritual gifts from God are the only people whom God uses to establish local churches.  This is true for the missionary establishing local churches outside of the client nation as well as for the pastor establishing local churches within the client nation.

7.  None of these men who establish local churches are able to establish those churches on any other basis than relationship with the one foundation—Jesus Christ our Lord.


a.  Rom 15:20, “And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was already named, so that I would not build on another man’s foundation.”


b.  Eph 2:20, “having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone.”


c.  Heb 6:1, “Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,”


d.  Rev 21:14, “And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.”
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