1 Corinthians 3:1




 - is the combination or crasis of the two words KAI and EGW, meaning “And I, But I, Also I.”  With this we have the vocative masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren,” used as a technical term for the members of the royal family of God.  Paul is still emphasizing the Corinthians as all being members of one family rather than split into various factions.  It is translated “But I, brethren.”
- is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the first person singular aorist passive deponent indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, meaning “to be able.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole all the teaching that Paul is able to do for the Corinthians and regards it from the viewpoint of a fact.


The deponent passive voice is passive in form but active in meaning, the apostle producing the action of not being able to do something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“But I, brethren, am not able”

- is the aorist active infinitive from the verb LALEW, meaning “to speak.”  The infinitive is used as a complementary infinitive to explain and expand the idea contained in the main verb “to be able.”  With this we have the dative indirect object from the masculine plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you all” or “to all of you.”


The aorist tense gathers into a single whole all that Paul would like to be able to teach the Corinthians about the spiritual life and Church Age doctrine but is not yet able to do so because of their spiritual immaturity and regards this whole situation as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of not being able to speak to the Corinthians in a certain manner yet.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, explaining more fully the meaning of the main verb.

“But I, brethren, am not able to speak to you”

- is the comparative conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like” plus the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural adjective PNEUMATIKOS, meaning “spiritual ones.”  Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words has a mixture of both truth and error in describing this word, its usage in the New Testament, and its meaning:

PNEUMATIKOS “always connotes the ideas of invisibility and of power.  It does not occur in the Septuagint nor in the Gospels; it is in fact an after–Pentecost word.  In the N.T. it is used as follows:

 
(a)  the angelic hosts, lower than God but higher in the scale of being than man in his natural state, are ‘spiritual hosts,’ Eph 6:12;

 
(b)  things that have their origin with God, and which, therefore, are in harmony with His character, as His law is, are ‘spiritual,’ Rom 7:14;

 
(c)  ‘spiritual’ is prefixed to the material type in order to indicate that what the type sets forth, not the type itself, is intended, 1 Cor 10:3, 4;


(d)  the purposes of God revealed in the gospel by the Holy Spirit, 1 Cor 2:13a, and the words in which that revelation is expressed, are ‘spiritual,’ 13b, matching, or combining, spiritual things with spiritual words [or, alternatively, ‘interpreting spiritual things to spiritual men,’]; ‘spiritual songs’ are songs of which the burden is the things revealed by the Spirit, Eph 5:19; Col 3:16; ‘spiritual wisdom and understanding’ is wisdom in, and understanding of, those things, Col 1:9;


(e)  men in Christ who walk so as to please God are ‘spiritual,’ Gal 6:1; 1 Cor 2:13b [but see (d) above], 15; 3:1; 14:37;


(f)  the whole company of those who believe in Christ is a ‘spiritual house,’ 1 Pet 2:5a;


(g)  the blessings that accrue to regenerate men at this present time are called ‘spiritualities,’ Rom 15:27; 1 Cor 9:11; ‘spiritual blessings,’ Eph 1:3; ‘spiritual gifts,’ Rom 1:11;


(h)  the activities Godward of regenerate men are ‘spiritual sacrifices,’ 1 Pet 2:5b; their appointed activities in the churches are also called ‘spiritual gifts,’ lit., ‘spiritualities,’ 1 Cor 12:1; 14:1;


(i)  the resurrection body of the dead in Christ is ‘spiritual,’ i.e., such as is suited to the heavenly environment, 1 Cor. 15:44;


(j)  all that is produced and maintained among men by the operations of the Spirit of God is ‘spiritual,’ 1 Cor. 15:46…“The spiritual man is one who walks by the Spirit both in the sense of Gal. 5:16 and in that of 5:25, and who himself manifests the fruit of the Spirit in his own ways…“According to the Scriptures, the ‘spiritual’ state of soul is normal for the believer, but to this state all believers do not attain, nor when it is attained is it always maintained.  Thus the Apostle, in 1 Cor 3:1-3, suggests a contrast between this spiritual state and that of the babe in Christ, i.e., of the man who because of immaturity and inexperience has not yet reached spirituality, and that of the man who by permitting jealousy, and the strife to which jealousy always leads, has lost it.  The spiritual state is reached by diligence in the Word of God and in prayer; it is maintained by obedience and self–judgment.  Such as are led by the Spirit are spiritual, but, of course, spirituality is not a fixed or absolute condition, it admits of growth; indeed growth in ‘the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,’ 2 Pet 3:18, is evidence of true spirituality.”
  This statement that spirituality is not an absolute condition is completely wrong based on all the other statements of Scripture, especially 1 Jn 1:9 and 1 Cor 11:31.

“But I, brethren, am not able to speak to you as spiritual,”

 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” and setting up the strongest possible contrast plus the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” plus the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural adjective SARKINOS, which means “carnal, fleshly, having to do with the flesh or human body.”  It refers to the status of the unbeliever or to the believer who is imitating the unbeliever when controlled by the sin nature by being out of fellowship with God.

- is the comparative conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like” plus the dative indirect object from the masculine plural adjective NĒPIOS, which means “an infant, a very young child” and is metaphorical for a new believer or a very immature believer.  The same usage of the word is found in Heb 5:13.  “The Corinthians, being still sarkinoi, are nepioi, i.e., they are children who are not yet ready for deeper instruction and therefore must be fed with milk (cf. 1 Cor 3:1-2). The situation dealt with in Heb 5-6 is similar. The readers ought to be teachers but they have remained nepioi who know only the basic doctrines (cf. 6:1-2) and have not yet learned to put what they have been taught into action (6:11).”

 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere/relationship from the proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “in Christ” and referring again to our position in union with Christ as members of the royal family of God.

1 Cor 3:1 corrected translation
“But I, brethren, am not able to speak to you as spiritual, but as carnal, as infants in Christ.”

Explanation:
1.  Paul’s assessment of the Corinthian believers is that they are out of fellowship with God the Holy Spirit.


a.  The reason for their being out of fellowship has already been given by the apostle.  There are divisions among believers in the church.


b.  As long as these divisions remain among them, they will not be in fellowship with God.


c.  Therefore, being out of fellowship with God, they are in a state of carnality.


d.  In order to be in fellowship with God, we must be in a state of spirituality.


e.  This state of spirituality is given to us at the moment we believe in Christ, when God the Holy Spirit fills us for the first time.


f.  Spirituality continues for the baby believer, the infant believer, as long as he or she does not commit a sin.


g.  The moment we decide to sin, we are no longer in a state of spirituality, but become carnal or in a state of being out of fellowship with God.

2.  Therefore, Paul compares the Corinthian believers, who have received teaching from him personally for over eighteen months and from Apollos for another couple of years, to being baby believers or infants.


a.  The Corinthians are acting as if they have never learned anything from Paul or anyone else by their splitting into factions and arguing with each other.


b.  New or infant believers are frequently out of fellowship with God because they don’t know any better.


c.  The old sin nature is able to get the new or baby believer out of fellowship with God easily because they don’t have the spiritual knowledge or ability to resist the temptation to sin.


d.  Spiritual power to resist the temptations from the sin nature require spiritual power or spiritual ability.


e.  Spiritual power comes from two sources: the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul.


f.  New believers have little or no Bible doctrine in their souls to resist the temptations of the sin nature.


g.  Advancing believers who reject the doctrine in their souls also have no ability to resist the temptations of the sin nature.


h.  So the Corinthians, who should have known better by now, are living, thinking, and acting like baby Christians, those with little or no doctrine in their souls.


i.  Therefore, Paul cannot teach them as advancing or mature believers, but must first deal with their childish problems.

3.  Until the Corinthians get back into fellowship with each other as a manifestation of their fellowship with God they are going nowhere in the spiritual life.


a.  The entire epistle of 1 Corinthians is primarily basic doctrine.


b.  Paul has to go back to basics to deal with all the fundamental problems of the Corinthian believers, such as dealing with believers in reversionism (chapter 5), the communion service (chapter 11), dealing with the issue of temporary versus permanent spiritual gifts (chapters 12-14) and resurrection (chapter 15).


c.  Advance in the spiritual life requires learning the thinking of Christ.


d.  This can only be accomplished through the metabolization of doctrine.


e.  An integral part of learning in the spiritual life is the function of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  Paul knows that these believers need to learn doctrine and that he needs to teach them.


f.  The Corinthians have rejected the spiritual authority of the pastors sent to them and split into factions because of it.  Paul must now reestablish that authority by teaching basic doctrine and deal with all the doctrinal issues affecting their separation into the various groups.


g.  So Paul lays it on the line to the Corinthians, that they are starting over in the spiritual life and must go through reversion recovery.  This was certainly a great blow to their arrogance, which was absolutely necessary in order to get them back into a state of humility.


h.  No believer can learn without humility.  The Corinthians are in a state of arrogance.  Paul tells them in no uncertain terms that they are no better than baby believers and must start over in the spiritual life.
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