1 Corinthians 2:4



- is the explicative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and so,” indicating the resultant proof for the statement of verse three and the conclusion from the statement in verse one.  The second KAI is the simple connective conjunction “and.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “doctrine, teaching, instruction, message, speaking” plus the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my.”
- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun KĒRUGMA, meaning “proclamation, announcement, preaching” plus the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my.”
- is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “no or not.”  Ellipsis here demands the insertion of the imperfect active indicative of the verb EIMI, translated “[were] not.”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the masculine plural adjective PEITHOS and the noun LOGOS, meaning “by means of persuasive words” plus the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun SOPHIA, meaning “of wisdom.”  Some excellent manuscripts have the word LOGOS included, but it is not found in all the best manuscripts and may not be a part of the original, but is certainly implied by the context of what has been said by Paul, which is why some scribes inserted it.
- is the conjunction of contrast ALLA, meaning “but.”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun APODEIXZIS, meaning “proof, display, or by means of the demonstration.”
- is the objective genitive from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “of the Spirit” plus the connective conjunction KAI, “and” followed by the objective genitive of the noun DUNAMIS, meaning “of power.”
1 Cor 2:4 corrected translation
“And so my doctrine and my preaching [were] not by means of persuasive words of wisdom, but by means of the demonstration of the Spirit and power.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul used this same argument in Thessalonians.


a.  1 Thes 1:5a, “For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction;...”

b.  1 Thes 2:13, “And for this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received from us the word of God’s message, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.”
2.  Because Paul was weak, afraid, and perhaps even out of fellowship, without any human power or influence over these Gentile believers, it is a logical conclusion that the doctrine he taught and the manner in which he taught were not based on human ability but on divine power.

3.  The Corinthian believers easily agree with Paul that he didn’t speak like the philosophers or the priests.  His doctrine was not obscure.  His preaching was not full of emotional persuasion.  [Compare TV evangelists.]

4.  So what was it that so easily convinced them that what Paul was saying was true?


a.  God the Holy Spirit.


b.  The power of God contained inherently in the word of God.

5.  How do believers learn doctrine?


a.  Step 1:  When any communicator teaches doctrine, the Holy Spirit takes that information and makes it real to the human spirit of the believer.


b.  Step 2:  The human spirit then transfers the doctrine as spiritual phenomena to the left lobe of the soul, called the NOUS in Greek.

c.  Step 3:  Doctrine in the left lobe is comprehended or understood as an objective reality by the believer.  Now he must make a decision to accept or reject the information.


d.  Step 4:  If the believer accepts the information as true, God the Holy Spirit transfers the information to the right lobe of the soul, called the KARDIA or heart in the Greek, where it is stored in the memory center and frame of reference, and then made available for use at a later date.  If the believer rejects the information as untrue, then no transfer is made, the information is not stored, and it cannot be applied at a later date.

6.  This process of learning doctrine is a demonstration of the power and ability of God the Holy Spirit to make doctrine understandable to us.

7.  Without the ministry of God the Holy Spirit, we are incapable as believers of learning doctrine.  This is why we must be in fellowship with God through the recovery procedure of the spiritual life in order to learn doctrine.

8.  Heb 4:12 says, “The word of God is alive and powerful...”  Here Paul says that his preaching was a demonstration of the power of God.  What does he mean?


a.  Whenever the word of God goes out, it never returns empty.  The word of God always has a powerful effect on people.  People will always give it a hearing even if they reject it.


b.  Whenever doctrine is taught, someone hears it and believes.


c.  Doctrine changes people, nothing else.



(1)  You can’t change yourself, only doctrine can change you.  This requires your positive volition and consistent attendance when the teaching of the Word of God is made available.  You cannot remove your old sin nature; therefore you cannot change yourself.



(2)  You can’t change others, only doctrine can.  You cannot remove their old sin nature; therefore you can’t change them.  You may be able to manipulate others, but you cannot change them.


d.  People change only when they want to change.  But people cannot change themselves.  Divine power is required to change people.  This requires the power of Bible doctrine and God the Holy Spirit influencing and controlling the soul of the believer.


e.  In the case of unbelievers, it is the influence of the principles of divine establishment, which change people.  Establishment principles include:



(1)  Respect for the life of others.



(2)  Respect for the privacy of others.



(3)  Respect for the property of others.



(4)  Respect for the freedom of others.



(5)  Free enterprise.



(6)  Freedom through military victory.



(7)  The Principle of live and let live.



(8)  Swift and just punishment of criminals, especially the use of capital punishment for certain crimes.


f.  Whenever the gospel is given, it has an effect on the soul of the unbeliever.  Either he accepts it and believes in Christ, or rejects it and puts more scar tissue on his soul.


g.  You cannot hear the word of God and be neutral to it.  Either it will change your thinking, or it will harden you against God.  There is no in between.

9.  The Corinthians didn’t listen to Paul and believe because of anything Paul did, but because of the inherent power of God’s word, and the ministry of God the Holy Spirit making God’s word real to them.  The exact same thing happens to you every time you listen to the teaching of the Word of God and then believe it.
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