1 Corinthians 2:3



- is a crasis of the conjunction KAI and the personal pronoun EGW.  The word means “I also, even I, indeed I, in fact I, or I in particular.”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the adjective ASTHENĒS, used figuratively meaning “with powerlessness, weakness, without influence.”
- is the continuative use of the conjunctions KAI, meaning “both…and.”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the noun PHOBOS, meaning “with fear, apprehension, or respect.”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the noun TROMOS and the adjective POLUS, “with much trembling.”
- is the first person singular aorist middle indicative of the verb GINOMAI, meaning “to happen, to be, to become something, to come; but is also used as a substitute for the verb EIMI, and can mean “to be: I was.”

The constative aorist tense regards Paul’s time with the Corinthians as a single whole.


The indirect middle voice lays stress upon the subject, Paul, as producing the action.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a simple statement of fact.

 - is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you.”
1 Cor 2:3 corrected translation
“Indeed, I was with you with weakness [no human power or influence] both with apprehension and with much trembling.”
Explanation:

1.  This verse is the positive side of what was given in verse one.  In verse one Paul told us how he did not come “with superiority of speech or wisdom.”  Now he tells us how he did come to the Corinthians.

2.  Three conditions are emphasized by Paul: “with weakness, with apprehension, with much trembling.”  The first condition is further defined by the next two.  The first condition is the overall concept.  The second and third conditions are the further explanation of the first.
3.  “With weakness.”

a.  The Greek word is ASTHENĒS, meaning weakness in the sense of having no power, having no influence.


b.  Remember that Paul was a Jew in a Gentile city.  Claudius, the Roman emperor, had recently kicked all the Jews out of Rome, Acts 18:2.  Therefore, a Jew would not be looked on with the greatest of favor in a city full of retired Roman soldiers.  It would be like a Russian communist coming to teach Marxism at West Point.


c.  Paul did not have the political influence he would have, as a “Hebrew of the Hebrews” were he in Jerusalem.  In Israel Paul was a leading Pharisee, the all time expert in the Mosaic Law.


d.  Paul had no political influence, no religious influence, no persuasive influence, no human influence, nothing on which he could depend to gain a hearing from the Gentiles.


e.  Paul was in a totally helpless situation when it came to his own power and ability in Corinth.  He was not even sure when he arrived if Roman law would protect him.

4.  “both with apprehension”

a.  This is the Greek word PHOBOS, which means “fear, apprehension, respect.”  Paul started out with legitimate apprehension, which eventually turned into the sin of fear.  What caused this apprehension?



(1)  Paul had come to Greece for the first time, Acts 16:9.



(2)  His first stop was at a Roman colony called Philippi, Acts 16:11-12.  Paul was arrested for heresy [against the gods], beaten with rods, and imprisoned.  Acts 16:16-24.



(3)  His next stop was at Thessalonica, Acts 17:1, where they were also rejected by the mob, Acts 17:5-9.



(4)  Next he went to Berea, Acts 17:10, were he was accepted, but agitators from Thessalonica followed and stirred up the people against him.



(5)  Paul went to Athens, Acts 17:16, were he was rejected, Acts 17:32.  [“We shall hear you again concerning this” was a polite way of saying, “Go away and don’t waste our time with this garbage.”

b.  So when Paul arrived at Corinth, the sin-city of the ancient world, he had a right to be a little apprehensive.



(1)  He didn’t know if the crowds from Thessalonica were going to follow him there.



(2)  He didn’t know if he would be arrested.



(3)  He didn’t know if anyone would even listen to him.


c.  Another reason for Paul’s apprehension while with the Corinthians even after he had started making converts was the antagonism of the Jews, who eventually dragged him into court, Acts 18:12.

d.  This legitimate apprehension eventually became a sin, so that the Lord had to encourage Paul and ordered him to stop being afraid, Acts 18:9, “And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, ‘Stop being afraid [the negative adverb MĒ plus the present imperative of PHOBEO, means to stop an action already in progress.], but go on speaking and do not be silent.’”
5.  “and with much trembling.”

a.  This is the Greek word TROMOS.  It is used in combination with the word PHOBOS several times in the New Testament.



(1)  2 Cor 7:15, where the Corinthians were said to receive Titus with “fear and trembling.”  This is an attitude of respect.



(2)  Eph 6:5, where slaves [workers] are commanded to be obedient to their human masters [bosses] with fear and trembling.  This is an attitude of respect.



(3)  Phil 2:12, where the English is badly mistranslated [“work out your own salvation with fear and trembling”] and should be correctly translated “keep on accomplishing your own preservation with respect and trembling.”  This is an attitude of respect.


b.  Here the word has its basic meaning of “trembling out of respect for someone else.”  Unfortunately for Paul, this developed into a sinful state from which he quickly recovered.


c.  Paul had respect for the Corinthians because they were a great city of Greek culture, art, athletics, philosophy, and commerce.  They had made the city from nothing in 100 years, and it was a leading city in the Empire.  It was the capital of the Roman province of Achaia.


d.  Paul was not afraid to preach the gospel; he was afraid of failing here, as he had seemed to fail everywhere else in Greece.  There was nowhere left to go in Greece.  He had to succeed here.

6.  What is Paul’s point in this verse?


a.  Paul came to Corinth to proclaim the gospel and teach doctrine.


b.  He did not do so with human eloquence or power.


c.  In fact, he did so with human weakness and failure.


d.  The power, influence, wisdom, and strength of Bible doctrine is never in the man, but in the message.


e.  The spiritual life is not about our weakness, lack of human power or influence, apprehension or fear.  The spiritual life is about the power of the Word of God, the influence of the Holy Spirit in our soul, and our respect and love for God.  These are the things that made Paul a success in Corinth and make us a success in the spiritual life.
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