1 Corinthians 2:2



- is the negative adverb OU, OUK, OUCH, or OUCHI, meaning “no or not.”
- is the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, which indicates the cause or reason for what just preceded or explains what has just been said.  Here it is explanatory and should be translated, “For...”
- is the first person singular aorist active indicative of the verb KRINW, which means “to decide, judge, reach a decision, propose, intend, or determine: I determined.”

The constative aorist indicates the entirety of Paul’s decision regarded as a single event.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action of the verb.


The declarative indicative indicates a simple statement of fact.

- is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anything.”
- is the perfect active infinitive of the verb OIDA, “to know, understand, recognize, experience.”  Here it means “to make known.”

The intensive perfect lays stress upon the existing fact that Paul would only teach basic doctrine to the Corinthians—an emphatic method of presenting a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The infinitive of purpose expresses the aim of the action denoted by the main verb “to decide.”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”
- is the conditional particle EI plus the negative adverb MĒ which combine to mean “except.”
- is the accusative direct object from two masculine singular proper names of our Lord IĒSOUS CHRISTOS, “Jesus Christ.”
- is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, literally meaning “the One” (referring to our Lord), but used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Him.”  It is also possible that the KAI here is explanatory, meaning “that is,” so that the statement may be: “except Jesus Christ, that is, Him having been crucified.”
 - is the accusative masculine singular perfect passive participle of the verb STAUROW, meaning “to be crucified.”

The consummative perfect tense emphasizes a past, completed action—the crucifixion of our Lord.  Christ has been crucified with existing results that go on forever.


The passive voice indicates that our Lord received the action of being crucified.


The complementary participle is used to complete the idea of action expressed in the infinitive OIDA, “to know Christ having been crucified.”
1 Cor 2:2 corrected translation
“For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ, and Him having been crucified.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul now gives us the reason why he did not teach mystery doctrine using eloquent speech or superior intellect among the Greeks.
2.  Paul made an important decision on how he was going to teach the Corinthian believers.  He was going to teach the basics of salvation and the Christian way of life.  And he would do so using simple, plain, understandable language.
3.  This decision was partially a result of his rejection in Athens by the intellectual and religious leaders, Acts 17:16-34.

4.  It was one thing to teach the Jews, who understood the theology of God’s Messiah.  It is quite another thing to teach Gentiles, who knew little or nothing about the Jewish Scriptures.

5.  The content of Paul’s message was simple:


a.  Salvation and eternal life through faith in Christ.


b.  Redemption through the spiritual death of Christ.


c.  Reconciliation to God.


d.  Propitiation of the justice of God through a substitutionary sacrifice.


e.  Imputation of God’s righteousness as the basis for everything God does for us.


f.  Resurrection as the result of eternal life.


g.  Spirituality through acknowledgment of sin and the influence of the Holy Spirit.


h.  Forgiveness of sin based on the work of Christ.


i.  Faith-rest as a basic problem-solving device.

6.  Paul will further expand on this verse in 1 Cor 3:1-2, “And I, brethren could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to babes in Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it.  Indeed, even now you are not yet able.”
7.  If Paul had taught the whole realm of doctrine to these baby believers, they would have not understood and therefore rejected his teaching.  Advance doctrine only drives away spiritual babies.  Basics are for babies, and that is not a condemnation.

8.  Doctrine is built upon doctrine.  You must learn the basics before you can learn anything else.  If you don’t understand something being taught, there are three possible reasons:


a.  You are out of fellowship, or are not concentrating.


b.  The pastor is having a tough time making the information clear.


c.  You are a baby believer, listening to advanced doctrine for which you have no foundation.

9.  The most important doctrine for you to learn is doctrine about the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This includes:


a.  The eternal deity and divine attributes of Christ.


b.  The virgin conception and birth of Christ.


c.  The hypostatic union.


d.  The substitutionary spiritual death of Christ on the Cross.


e.  The death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.


f.  The ascension and session of Christ.


g.  The present work of Christ protecting you.

h.  The judgment seat of Christ.


i.  The second advent of Christ.


j.  The millennial reign of Christ.


k.  The eternal rule of Christ.


l.  The mind of Christ, that is, the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.
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