1 Corinthians 2:16



 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who.”
 - is the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, used in its explanatory sense, meaning “For.”
 - is the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb GINWSKW, meaning “to know, learn, find out, understand, comprehend, or perceive.”

The culminative aorist tense gathers into one entirety all of man’s knowledge about God throughout history and regards it from its result: no one has ever known all of God’s thinking.


The active voice indicates that mankind produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.
 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun NOUS, meaning “mind, understanding, thinking.”
 - is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord.”
 - is the relative pronoun HOS, used with a consecutive or final meaning indicating result or purpose, and translated “so that.”
 - is the third person singular future active indicative of the verb SUMBIBAZW, meaning to “instruct, teach, or advise.”

The deliberative future tense is used with questions of uncertainty such as rhetorical questions taking the place of a direct assertion.


The active voice indicates that mankind produces the action of the verb.


The interrogative indicative mood assumes that there is an actual fact, which may be stated in answer to the question.

 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we.”
- is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “but.”
- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun NOUS, meaning “mind, understanding, thinking.”
- is the possessive genitive from the noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”
 - is the first person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “we have.”

The static present tense is used to represent a condition, which is assumed as perpetually existing.


The active voice indicates that the royal family of God produces the action of the verb; we posses Bible doctrine—the thinking of Christ.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a dogmatic statement of fact.

1 Cor 2:16 corrected translation
“‘For who has known the thinking of the Lord, so that he should instruct Him?’  But we have the thinking of Christ [Bible doctrine].”
Explanation:
1.  Paul now illustrates the contrast between the soulish man and the spiritual man.  The soulish man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, but the spiritual man examines all spiritual phenomena.  Therefore, in the first half of the verse Paul gives us the unbeliever’s status - he is in no position to counsel God, since he does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, and in the second half of the verse Paul gives us the believer’s position - we have the very thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ—we can understand and accept the things of the Spirit of God.
2.  Paul illustrates his point from Isa 40:13-14, which says,

“Who has measured the Spirit [should be a small “s”!] of the Lord, Or as His counselor has informed Him?  With whom did He consult and who gave Him understanding?  And who taught Him in the path of justice and taught Him knowledge, and informed Him of the way of understanding?”

a.  The Hebrew verb is the word TACAN, which means to “regulate, measure, or estimate.”  The object of the verb is the construct noun RUACH (‘spirit’) with the sacred tetragrammaton JHWH.  RUACH in this passage is used for “the seat or organ of mental acts” according to Brown, Driver, and Briggs Lexicon of the OT.  It is also used this way in Ex 28:3; Deut 34:9; Isa 29:24 cf Job 20:3; Ps 77:7; Ezek 11:8, 20:32; and 1 Chr 28:12.  So what we really have here is: “Who has measured the thinking or mind of the Lord?” not “Who has measured the Spirit of the Lord?”

b.  The context of Isa 40 is about our Lord Jesus Christ, and to make this one verse refer to the Holy Spirit confuses the sense of the entire passage.


c.  It makes no sense for Paul to quote a passage about God the Holy Spirit as an illustration of the thinking of Christ.


d.  So Paul translates the Hebrew word RUACH, meaning “thinking” by the Greek word NOUS in 1 Cor 2:16, meaning “thinking.”  The English translators missed the boat entirely.


e.  Paul also quotes Isa 40:13 in Rom 11:34, which says: “For who has known the thinking of the Lord, or who became His counselor?”

f.  So in Isaiah, 1 Corinthians and Romans, the Word of God is consistently referring to the mind or thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ.  And the point is the same in all three passages:  no one can know, understand, comprehend or perceive the thinking of God.


g.   No man has ever been the counselor of God, the teacher of God, the instructor of God, the advisor of God.

3.  But the quote is taken directly from Isa 40:13 of the LXX, which says:

“Who has known the thinking of the Lord, and who has become His counselor, so that he should instruct Him?”

a.  Note the difference with Rom 11:34 which leaves off the last phrase; and the difference with our passage 1 Cor 2:16, which does not include the middle clause “or who became His counselor.”

b.  This shows the importance of the LXX as a translation of the Hebrew; and identifies Paul’s audience as primarily Greeks who would be more familiar with the LXX than the Hebrew.

4.  The first half of the verse is Paul’s dogmatic declaration as proved by Scripture that no unbeliever has ever or will ever understand the thinking of God.

5.  The last half of our verse is Paul’s dogmatic declaration that all Church Age believer’s have no excuse for not understanding the thinking of God since we have the thinking of Christ.


a.  The mind of Christ is the thinking of Christ.


b.  The Canon of Scripture is the thinking of Christ reduced to writing.


c.  We have the Word of God; therefore, we have the thinking of Christ.


d.  Unbelievers cannot know the thinking of Christ, but we have the complete and connected thoughts of Christ from eternity past to eternity future which He desires to reveal to man.


e.  We have Bible doctrine in the Word of God.  The critical issue for our life is getting Bible doctrine in our souls.  Nothing in life is more important.  Nothing in life demands more of our attention.  Nothing in life has purpose or meaning without the teaching of the Word of God.

“All Scripture [is] God-breathed and beneficial for the purpose of teaching, rebuke, correction (and restoration), for the purpose of training in righteousness, in order that the man of God may be capable and proficient, having been equipped for every intrinsic good action,” 2 Tim 3:16-17.
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